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Price Dispute Speeds Open Market 


Confused Situation at Washington Produced by Failure of Co-operation Between Govern- 
ment Departments, Leaves Stabilized Price Plan Hanging in Air—Producers 
Oppose Reopening of Full ‘Price Question—New Business Chilled 


N open market in iron and steel has been 
A brought so immediately in prospect by the 
price differences in Washington that some 
buyers and sellers already are inclined to accept it 
as an established fact. Unless the next few days 
shall develop a tangible and satisfactory adjustment 
of the controversy, various producers are likely to 
consider themselves freed of any obligations under 
the stabilizing price agreement. While the railroad 
administration is making its chief assault upon the 
rail price because that is the principle mill product 
which it buys direct, its acceptance of the schedule 
on other heavy materials is not considered as assured. 
Furthermore, it is a question whether other govern- 
mental departments are finally committed to the 
agreed prices. What the navy proposes to do may 
be shown by its action on bids calling for 20,000 tons 
of battle and fuelship steel just received. On this 
tonnage all producers uniformly quoted the adopted 
prices. It is pretty certain that a request for the 
government to reopen the price question would re- 
ceive nothing like the unanimous support from the 
iron and steel industry accorded the original proposal. 
Should an open market actually develop, steel pro- 
ducers insist that buyers are likely to be disappointed 
in any expectations of substantially lower prices. 
For their suggestive value, they are calling atten- 
tion to the prevailing quotations on leading iron and 
steel products, in England at the present time, which 
range from $2 to $30 per ton higher than in this 
country. 


New business which had been ex- 
New Buying panding has been set back sharply 
by the confused price _ situation. 
Is Halted Buyers are delaying decisions in 


various negotiations and here and 
there some cancellations have been reported. The 
automobile industry, however, still continues to fol- 
low its own buying policies. Further liberal ton- 
nages covering 90-day production programs have been 
placed this week. In northern Ohio one such sale 
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calls for about 10,000 tons. Buying of automobile 
sheets is heavy and users of this product have been 
from one to three 
backbone of 


specifications 
demand the 


advancing — their 
months. This 
sheet mill operations. 

Prices are showing no important -de- 
viation from the schedule put out 


is present 


Prices Are 


March 21. Leading makers are sys- 

Holding tematizing quotations on alloy steels 
which recently have been marked 

by wide fluctuations. A schedule built on the soft 
steel bar base is being arranged. In wire products 
various modifications of extras have been put out. 


On wire rods quality and quality differentials have 
been reinstated while extras for size have been elimi- 
nated. The chain base has been cut $15 per ton 
further. 

Many blast furnaces especially of 
the merchant class, are going out. 
In eastern Pennsylvania seven stacks 
either have joined the idle list the 
week or are about to retire. 
Similar conditions are shown in other territories. 
This curtailment is likely to go much further under 
present price and market conditions. Unshipped 
stocks still accumulate. In Alabama they now total 
169,000 tons. Many producers are holding up their 
decision as to the readjustment of old contracts pend- 
ing the outcome of the Washington price controversy. 

The railroad administration has denied a petition 
from the operators for a reduction of the upper lake 
rail rate on iron ore. This blocks the efforts of the 
blast furnaces to obtain some relief from present costs. 

Nothing but an early signing of the peace treaty 
apparently will lift the export market out of its 
present slough. Although American mills continue 
to underquote British producers, in many parts of 
the world, buyers are reluctant to close. A demoral- 
ized steel market in Japan is having its effect on 
new business in the Far East. Japan, however, has 
placed one order for 5000 tons of reinforcing bars. 


Many Stacks 
Going Out 


past 
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le tH 
Co-operation and Washington 
confusion now enveloping the 


OMPLETE 
much-heralded price stabilizing movement at 


Washington and becoming more _ extended 
daily, offers occasion for little surprise as the under- 
lying facts have become clear. The present unhappy 
muddle with charges and countercharges of bad 
faith and numerous contradictory statements, plainly 
reveals that the result was inevitable. Absolute 
harmony on the government side of the proposition 
without which this ambitious pricemaking effort was 
foredoomed to failure, apparently never was pos- 
sessed by the plan. Whatever harmony actually was 
brought into the proposition was on the part of the 
iron and steel makers themselves and this was not 
accomplished until after the various branches of the 
industry had reconciled their differences among them- 
selves before going to Washington. While the an- 
nounced prices were not satisfactory to some pro- 
ducers, notably the merchant pig iron interests, they 
were accepted out of the spirit of co-operation and 
teamplay and have been put into effect. Therefore, 


while the iron and steel industry got together and 
smoothed out the discordant angles of price read- 
justment, the government failed to do so. 


Instead 
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one branch, the industrial board representing the 
department of commerce, went ahead developing the 
plan and entered into an understanding with the 
iron and steel industry but without absolutely com- 
mitting the various purchasing departments to the 


adoption of the suggested prices. As matters stand, 
the government on its own initiative induced iron and 
steel producers to enter into a bargain and now is 
unable to make good on its part of the agreement. 

Upon the government and the government only, 
must rest the responsibility for the threatened fiasco. 
As to whether the direct burden for. upsetting the 
plan should be laid to the railroad administration, 
really is less important than the clearly demon- 
strated fact that the government undertook in its 
name a co-operative movement and yet its own lack 
of co-operation is proving fatal to the enterprise. 
The industrial board of the department of com- 
merce thereby has put itself in an exceedingly awk- 
ward position. 

Whether an open market is to result from the 
present confusion and as some competent observers 
believe, actually wili help the situation in eliminating 
artificial control and in hastening the return to funda- 
mental conditions, remains to be seen. As to one 
thing, there can be no disagreement. The main pur- 
pose of the price stabilizing plan was to nourish and 
restore business confidence. The exhibition of dis- 
cord and controversy at Washington the past week has 
done anything but reassure faith and revive timid con- 
fidence. This applies not only to the business situa- 
tion but to the ability of the government to carry 
through any constructive program in an atmosphere 
of politics and conflicting interests. 





Must Americanize American Business 


RTIFICIAL barriers over the franc, pound 
A sterling, lira, the dollar and other currencies, 

which were instituted during the war for na- 
tional protection, have been lifted. This announce- 
ment has a great importance to the producers in 
America as to the bankers who deal in international 
exchange. It means that the national control of 
commerce has at last been lifted and if the iron and 
steel producers of the United States wish to continue 
selling abroad they must align themselves with agencies 
to arrange credits and make collections. But most im- 
portant of all, it means that the government as a 
sales agent has been discontinued. 

Many manufacturers are prone to lean upon a larger 
and more powerful agent to tide them over a period 
of prosperity. Such was undoubtedly the attitude of 
some of the iron and steel producers of the United 
States during the war period. It was not necessary 
for them to go seeking business because the belliger- 
ent governments of the world came to them and pur- 
chased the total output. The war in this regard has 
taught an unhealthy dependence upon a greater force. 

Since the armistice the old fallacy that Americans 











could not compete in price with foreign producers 
has been dissipated. Talk with any man versed in 
conditions abroad and it will be readily established 
that the products of American manufacturers are 
equal in every respect and are in many ways superior 
to those of other countries. To compete with manu- 
facturers of other countries to the greatest success 
American products should be sold by American 
agents and American salesmen, should be freighted 
by American ships, and American banks should handle 
the credits, collections and other financial matters 
involved in placing them on the foreign markets 
where competition: faces the country. During this 
period of intense competition the American pro- 
ducer cannot be content to have his affairs com- 
pletely in the hands of an alien agent if he desires 
to permanently establish his American goods. 





Tin and Tungsten, a Difference 


there were a Nobel prize for inconsistency, the 


F 
war 


trade board would carry off the honors 

with ease. Its policies in respect to two im- 
ported commodities which the iron and steel in- 
dustry consumes to the value of many millions 


are so 





of dollars each year—tungsten and tin 
widely divergent that it is difficult to credit these 
policies to the same agency. Last December a com- 
mittee representing the tungsten industry petitioned 
the war trade board for an embargo on imports of 
tungsten to assist that industry to an orderly adjust- 
ment to peace conditions. The board refused this 
Vance McCormick, chairman of the board, in 
correspondence which has just been made public, 
based the refusal on the following grounds: (1) that 
the war trade board should function only as a war 
agency, to conserve tonnage, and that where there 
were no considerations of tonnage involved it felt 
it should exercise no control over imports for the 
purpose of protecting industries; (2) that congres- 
sional action and not unsupported action of the 
war trade board should protect American concerns 
to whom there was a moral obligation due by reason 
of bringing about unprecedented production at abnor- 
mal cost; (3) that the maintenance of a price higher 
than the world markets would be denying to steel 
makers and other consumers the right to avail them- 
selves of the lower price which, but for import 
restriction, would undoubtedly exist. 

But, the war trade board continues the embargo 
on imports of tin. The price of pig tin was fixed 
at 72.50c last December, in reality not only as a 
maximum but as a minimum price. No consumer 
in the United States today can buy a pound of spot 
tin at less than 72.50c, whereas the world’s market is 
fully 20 cents a pound cheaper. The reason for the 
embargo is that the government has a stock of tin 


plea. 


in the hand of the United States Steel Products 
Co., the remains of the original allocation of about 
10,000 tons. 

The government does not merely prohibit pig tin 
imports. It goes further and'refuses to permit the 
importation of alloys containing tin, or of Bolivian 
concentrates, used as raw material by the smelters 
on the Atlantic seaboard. 
taken, when, at 


smelters suspended the sale of pig tin smelted from 


Recently another step was 
government request, the domestic 
concentrates the smelters already had on hand. Pre- 
viously they had been marketing this tin at con- 
cessions of 3 or 4 cents from the government price. 

The tungsten trade and nearly every other trade 
in the United States have taken a loss on inventory 
as a result of the declining markets following the 
armistice. Yet the United States government persists 
in inflicting on the steel industry and the public at 
large an economic crime like the tin embargo. 





No Peace, No Foreign Trade 


HILE the peace delegates are discussing the 
W weighty questions of the proper phrasing of 
the peace treaty and .of the league of 
nations agreement, business is held up and commer- 
The deliberate the 
Paris conference is in concluding peace and ending 
inter- 


cial progress is delayed. more 
the war, the harder does it become to do an 


national business. This is a sentiment which is not 
as greatly appreciated in the domestic as it is in the 
orders from abroad, and 
even inquiries suddenly have fallen off. 


Sales of iron and steel products abroad ever since 


foreign market. Purchase 


the signing of the armistice have been extremely 


Foreign merchants appear to desire to pur- 
will sell 


small. 
chase only such materials as they know 
without delay for immediate consumption. Extensions 
and betterments are not as yet being considered. 
The whole concern of foreign buyers apparently is to 
take care of daily necessities. And until extensions 
and betterments are planned abroad the foreign sales 
of American iron and steel will not increase. 

The reduced prices promulgated by the American 
industry a few weeks ago failed to bring out any 
volume of foreign inquiries, Some sales have been 
closed but these were based upon old inquiries further 
tempted by the lower prices. Neither the high cost 
of ocean transportation, the shortage of ships, the 
unusual level of wages or even high costs of materials, 
stagnation in 


is the prime cause of the present 


the foreign markets. The delay in making peace, 
the threat of fresh trouble in eastern Europe, without 
doubt is the great fact holding back 
the export business of the United States. President 
Wilson could do this country no better service than 
use his influence to hasten negotiation conclusion, 


which is 
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Pig Iron 
Bessemer, valley ......sseeeeees $27.95 
Bessemer, Pittsburgh ......+eees 29.35 
Basie, Pit .. no cccccccecde 27.15 
OE rn a 25.75 
Basic, delivered eastern Pa....... 29.65 
Basic, Buffalo, furnace.......... 25.75 
Malleable, Pittsburgh .......++- 28.65 
Malleable, Chieago, furnace...... 27.25 
Malleable, Buffalo, furnace....... 27.25 
Malleable, delivered eastern Pa... $1.15 

FOUNDRY IRON SILICONS 
No. 2 Northern .......++ escceese LISto 2.26 
No. 2 Southern ....... eeeccces . 2.25to 2.75 
No. 2X Eastern and Virginia..... 2.25to 2.75 
No, 1K eastern  .ncccccesscccces 2.75 and up 
No. 1 Chicago ....cccceereseces 2.25to 2.75 
No. 2 foundry eastern .....+.+++- 1.75to 2.25 
No. 1X, eastern delivered Phila... $33.65 
No. 2, foundry valley, Pittsburgh. 28.15 
No, 2 foundry, Cleveland furnace.. 27.75 to 28.15 
No. 2 foundry, Ironton eee 26.75 
No. 1 foundry, Chicago furnace... 28.00 
No. 2 foundry, Chicago furnace... 26.75 
No, 2X, eastern del., Phila...... 31.90 
No. 2X, eastern, N. J. tidewater.. 31.00 to 32.40 
No. 2X foundry, Buffalo furnace.. 28.00 
No. 2 foundry, del. Philadelphia. . 30.65 
No. 2 foundry, N. J. tidewater... 29.75 to 31.15 
No, 2 southern, Birmingham ..... 28.06 
No. 2 southern, Cincinnati 31.60 
No. 2 southern, Chicago 33.00 
No. 2 southern, Phila. ......++.- $4.50 
No. 2 southern, Cleveland 33.00 
No. 2 southern, Boston ......+.- 36.00 
No. 2 southern, St. Louls ...... $2.25 
Virginia, No. 2X, furnace ....... 28.00 
Virginia, No. 2X, Philadelphia.... 29.90 to 30.10 
Virginia, No, 2X, Jersey City.... 30.40 to 30.70 
Virginia, No. 2X, Boston........ $1.40 to 31.70 
Gray forge, valley, Pittsburgh.... 27.15 
Gray forge, eastern. Pa.......... 29.65 
Silveries, 8%, furnace.......... 40.25 
Ohio Silveries, 8%, Chicago..... 43.55 
Tennessee Silveries, 8%, Chicago. 44.25 
Low phos. standard, Phila...... ° 46.75 
Low phos. Lebanon, furnace...... 43.75 to 45.75 
Low phos. standard, Pittsburgh... 47.15 
Charcoal, Superior, Chicago nominal 88.70 
Chicago, Superior, last half...... $1.45 
Coke 

(At the ovens) 
Connelisville furnace ..........+ $3.75 to 4.25 
Connellsville foundry ........... 4.50 to 5.25 
Pocahontas furnace, nominal...... 6.00 to 6.50 
Pocahontas foundry, nominal..... 6.50 to 7.50 
New River foundry, nominal...... 8.00 
New River furnace, nominal...... 7.50 to 8.00 
Wise county furnace, nominal.... 6.00 
Wise county foundry, nominal.... 6.50to 7.00 

Ferroalloys 

Ferromanganese, 80 per cent de- 
ae OP a ee? $130.00 to 150.00 

Spiegel, 16 to 20 per cent fur- 
OD, GE accaddencevecere 37.00 to 42.00 


ivered...... 125.00 te 135.00 


Ferrosilicon, 50 per cent, spot 
and . 
Ferro carbon-titanium, carloads, 


producers plant, per net ton.. 200.00 
Bessemer ferrosilicon, 10 per cent 49.75 
Bessemer, ferrosilicon, 11 per cent 53.05 
Bessemer, ferrosilicon, 12 per cent 56.35 


Ferrosilicon prices at Ashland, Ky., Jackson and 
New Straitevilie, 0. 
Semifinished Material 
BILLETS AND BLOOMS 
(4 x 4 inch) 





Open-hearth, Pittsburgh $38.50 
Open-hearth, Philadelphia 42.50 
Open-hearth, Youngstown ... 88.50 
Bessemer, Pittsburgh eae $8.50 
Bessemer, Youngstown .........+ $8.50 
Forging, Pittsburgh ............ 51.00 
Forging, Philadelphia ........ a 55.00 


SHEET BARS 
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Iron and Steel Prices 


Corrected to Wednesday Noon 


SCRAP PRICES ON PAGE 992 
WIRE RODS AND SKELP 


Wire rods, Pittsburgh....... eeee $52.00 
Grooved skelp, Pittsburgh....... ° 2.45¢ 
Sheared skelp, Pittsburgh...... ee 2.65¢ 


Shapes, Plates and Bars 


(In cents per pound) 


Structural shapes, Pittsburgh.... 2.45¢ 
Structural shapes, Philadelphia... 2.695¢ 
Structural shapes, New York.... 2.72¢ 
Structural shapes, Chicago ..... . 2.72¢ 
Tank plates Pittsburgh ........ 2.65¢ 
Tank plates, Chicago ....... eee 2.92¢ 
Tank plates, Philadelphia ...... 2.895¢ 
Tank plates, New York ........ 2.92¢ 
Bars, soft steel, Pittsburgh..... ‘ 2.35¢ 
Bars, soft steel, Chicago ...... oa 2.62¢ 
Bars, soft steel, New York ..... 2.62¢ 
Bars soft steel, Philadelphia .... 2.595¢ 
Bar iron, refined, Phila. ....... 2.595¢ 
Bar iron, common, Chicago ..... 2.50¢ to 2.62¢ 
Bar iron, common, Cleveland ... 2.52¢ 
Bar iron, refined, New York..... 2.62¢ 
Bar iron, refined, Pittsburgh .... 2.75¢ 
Hard steel bars, Chicago....... 2.45¢ 
Rails, Track Material 
Standard bessemer rails, mill.... $45.00 
Standard open-hearth rails, mill.. 47.00 
Relaying rails, light, St. Louis... 45.00 to 50.00 
Angle bars, Pittsburgh base..... 2.75¢ 
Angle bars, Chicago base....... 2.75¢ 
Light rails, 25 to 45, mill..... 2.45¢ 
Spikes, railroad, Pittsburgh...... 3.35¢ 
Track bolts, Pittsburgh......... 4.35¢ 
Track bolts, Chicago........... 4.62¢ 
Track spikes, Chicago........... 3.62¢ 
Tie plates, Chicago............ 2.75¢ 


Wire Products 


(Per 100 Ibs. to jobbers; retailers Se more) 


Wire nails, Pittsburgh.......... 3.25¢ 
Plain wire, Pittsburgh......... - 3.00¢ 
Galvanized wire, Pittsburgh...... 8.70¢ 
Barb wire, painted, Pitts....... 3.40¢ 
Barb wire, galvanized, Pitts..... 4.10¢ 
Cut nails, Pittsburgh........... 4.445¢ 
Coated nails per count keg, Pitts. 2.85c 
Polished staples, Pittsburgh...... 3.40¢ 
Galvanized staples, Pittsburgh... . 4.10¢ 


Chain, Piling, Strip Steel 
(In cents per pound) 





Chain, 1 in, proof coil, Pitts.... 6.50¢ 
Sheet piling, base, Pittsburgh.... 2.55¢ 
Cold rolled strip steel, hard coils, 1 inches 
and wider by 0.100 inch and heavier, per 
100 pounds, 5.65¢. 
Market Report Index 
Pace 
Weekly Market Review..... 931 
pe Re A ae 935 
SN Sr ae as skh vneune ee 937 
SI ere Se . 937 
BI VN actnvishcbsencdtwte wen 938 
Semifinished Steel ......... 938 
Ot BER Cok scones eheces 939 
Structural Shapes .......... 939 
No Cre. : cece en dee we . 939 
ST ee wes 550 ceeah ved 940 
Pe MNEs x wake covets ...- 940 
Nuts, Bolts, and Rivets..... 940 
i RRS Ph < a ee 941 
PP OTIONE nas 0 casts capdsds 94) 
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EARS AN SP ee re 942 
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Nonferrous Markets ....... 942 
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Machine Tools .......00--- 
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Sheets 
(In cents per pound) 
SHEET MILL BLACK 


No. 28, open-hearth, Pitts. ...... 4.35¢ 
No. 28, bessemer, Pitts. ........ 4.35¢ 
No. 28, open-hearth, Chi. ..... : 4.62¢ 
TIN MILL BLACK 
No. 28, open-hearth, Pitts. ..... 4.35¢ 
No. 28, bessemer, Pitts. ........ 4.35¢ 
GALVANIZED 
No. 28, open-hearth, Pitts. ..... 5.70¢ 
No. 28, bessemer, Pitts. ........ 5.70¢ 
No. 28, open-hearth, Chi. ..... . 5.97¢ 
BLUE ANNEALED 
No. 10, open-hearth, Pitts. ..... 8.55¢ 
No. 10, bessemer, Pitts. ...... ee 3.55¢ 
No. 10, open-hearth, Chi. ....... 3.82¢ 
No. 10, open-hearth, Phila. ..... 3.795¢ 
Tin Plate 
(Per 100 Ib. box) 
Tin plate, coke base, Pitts...... $7.00 


Iron and Steel Pipe 
Base Pittsburgh to Jobbers Carloads 


Black Galv 
Base, Pittsburgh Per cent off 
% to 8 in., butt, steel....... - 57% 44 
% to 3 in. butt, iron........ - 89% 23% 
Boiler Tubes 
Steel, 3% to 4% inches, Lc. 1........ 40% 
Iron, 3% to 4% inches, c. l........... 16 


Cast Iron Water Pipe 
Without War Freight Tax 


(Class B Pipe) 

Class A pipe is $1 higher than Class B. 
Four-inch, Chicago ........ baces $59.80 
Six-inch and over, Chicago....... 56.80 
Four-inch, New York....... 2ees 60.70 
Six-inch and over, N. Y......... 57.70 
Four-inch, Birmingham ......... 56.00 
Six-inch and over, Birmingham... 53.00 

Hoops, Bands, Shafting 
Hoops, Pittsburgh ........eese. 3.05¢ 
Bands, Pittsburgh ......... séiece 3.05¢ 
Hot rolled strip steel, Pitts. 

stamping quality ......... jen 3.30¢ 
Shafting, Pitts., carloads........... 28 off list 

Rivets 
Structural rivets, Pittsburgh..... ° 3.70¢ 
Boiler rivets, Pittsburgh........ ‘ 3.80¢ 
Rivets yy in. and smaller Pitts...... 65-10-5 of 


Nuts and Bolts 
(Prices f. ©. b. Pittsburgh) 
CARRIAGE BOLTS 
(% x 6 inches, smaller and shorter) 


Rolled thread ...... gis obsoeceser 60-5 off 
Cae QRS oe bc dbevedabwe ctiscvs 50-10-5 off 
Larger and longer.........-sesee% 45-10 off 


MACHINE BOLTS 
(% x 4 inches, hot pressed nuts) 
Rolled thread ......ececeeeeesee 60-10-5 off 


Larger and longer..........-....+ 50-10 off 
Cold 


NUTS 








22323923 
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Prices Present and Past 
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(Yesterday, a month ago, three months ago and a year ago) 


Quotations on leading products April 9, average for March, 1919, average for January, 1919, and 


THAI LL RRO. 











= 
average for April, 1918. Prices are those ruling in the largest percentage 
of sales at the dates named. = 
Prices Average prices Prices Average prices = 
Apr. 9, Mar., Jan., April, Apr. 9, Mar., Jan., April, 
1919 1919 1919 1918 1919 1919 1919 1918 
Bessemer, valley del., Pittsburgh.... $29.35 $32.55 $33.60 $36.15 Iron bars, Cleveland............+. $2.52 3.16 8.32 3.64 =] 
Basic, valley, del, Pittsburgh....... 27.15 30.35 31.40 32.95 Iron bars, Chicago mill............ 2.55 2.86 3.13 3.50 5 
*No. 2 Foundry, Pittsburgh........ 28.15 29.85 32.40 33.95 EE a a a gee 2.72 2.89 3.07 8.00 
= *No. 2 Foundry, Chicago, furmace.... 26.75 29.95 31.00 33.00 EO, EL sc cncceccéccecece 2.45 2.71 2.80 3.00 
= Lake Superior charcoal, Chicago..... 31.45 38.70 38.70 37.50 Beams, Philadelphia ...........+,- 2.695 2.958 3.045 3.185 3 
: Malleable, valley ........-- sétceesse See $1.85 382.90 34.45 Tank plates, Pittsburgh............ 2.65 2.91 3.00 8.25 = 
Malleable, Chicago ....... ececcee 27.25 80.45 31.50 33.50 Tank plates, Chicago............ss. 2.92 15 3.27 3.25 = 
= **Southern, No. 2, Birmingham..... 28.00 31.20 32.25 33.50 Tank plates, Philadelphia........... 2.895 3.155 3.245 8.435 = 
*Southern Ohio, No. 2, Ironton..... 26.75 29.95 31.00 33.00 Sheets, bik., No. 28, Pittsburgh.... 4.35 4.61 4.70 5.00 
Basic, eastern del., eastern Pa..... - 29.65 32.85 ~°33.90 32.00 Sheets, blue anld., No. 10, Pittsburgh 3.55 3.81 3.90 4.25 
**No. 2X Virginia, furmace........ 28.00 31.65 35.25 83.50 Sheets, galv., No. 28, Pittsburgh.... 5.70 96 6.05 6.25 
= **No. 2X, eastern del., Philadelphia. 31.90 35.10 86.15 34.25 Wire nails, Pittsburgh............. 8.25 13 3.50 3.50 e 
2s Ferromanganese, 80 per cent, delivered 130.00 140.00 217.00 *250.00 Connellsville furnace. coke.......... 4.00 4.00 5.85 6.00 
= Bessemer billets, Pittsburgh........ 38.50 42.25 43.50 47.50 Connellsville foundry coke.......... 5.00 4.81 7.00 7.00 
= Bessemer sheet bars, Pittshurgh..... 42.00 45.75 47.00 51.00 Heavy melting steel, Pittsburgh..... 16.50 14.60 20.80 29.00 = 
= Open-hearth sheet bars, Pittsburgh... 42.00 45.75 47.00 51.00 Heavy melting steel, eastern Pa..... 16.00 i 19.00 28.30 
EE Open-hearth billets, Pittsburgh...... 38.50 42.25 43.50 47.5 Heavy melting steel, Chicago........ 16.50 15.25 19.20 28.65 
= Stee] bars, Pittsburgh.............- 2.35 2.61 2.70 2.90 No. 1 wrought, eastern Pa......... 21.50 24.00 2 ) $4.00 
z Ghost Game, Gilenee. . co coseccecdéoase 2.42 2.81 2.97 2.90 Ne. 1 wrought, Ciilenge......ccesees 18.50 17.65 23.20 33.50 
= Iron bars, Philadelpha............. 2.595 8.005 3.745 3.50 Rerolling rails, Chicago............ 18.25 16.30 22.30 34.00 
= *1.75 to 2.25 silicon. *°°2.25 to 2.75 silicon. *70 per cent, j 
= 
(FOR ADDITIONAL PRICES SEE PAGE 992) 
a Sa a oe AUUDULUSONUNUALIOUSUOLELSUHNGRGOL GULL QOMUUULULQUSILLUSALSU TAI (UII 





lron Production Continues to Dro 


Withdrawal of Furnaces in Different Districts Proceeds More Regularly Because of Pre- 
vailing Market and Cost Conditions—Consumers Continue Indifferent and Mixed 
Price Situation is Further Obstacle—Contract Adjustments Held Up 


Chicago, April 8—Until the mud-_ stacks at each plant. This is coming Pennsylvania interest had informed 
dle at Washington is cleared and onto the merchant market. A sale its customers that it was thinking of 
railroad and government buying of of Ohio silvery was made recently applying the reduction to all booked 


pig iron starts, or at least until prod- 


to a Michigan melter at the prevail- 


contracts calling for delivery prior to 


ucts of pig iron are bought, giving ing level. Lake Superior charcoal Jan. 1, but before deciding it would 
assurance of business, consumers wiil iron is not a live issue at present, have to be advised by the users what 
not be interested in making con- makers having none for sale this side tonnage the latter would receive. This 
tracts for last half. The reason be- of July 1 and are not willing to ap- interest said nothing about applying 
hind the effort to stabilize prices was ply the reduction to contracts. the reduction to contracts calling 
to avoid labor trouble by stimulat- Hines’ Decision Unsetties for delivery over the first half. Since 


ing business and giving general em- 
ployment at present wage rates. Fail- 


New York, April 7.—A rather de- 


Mr. Hines’ announcement, some con- 
sumers express a belief that the fur- 


ure of government purchases to mate- moralizing effect upon the pig iron maces are more anxious as to deliv- 
rialize has put a bar against buying, industry here has been exerted by  eries than they are as to prices, indi- 
as melters will not assume obligations the decision of Railroad Director cating in the minds of the former 
which the government is sidestepping. Hines not to buy at the so-called an expectation of further price reduc- 
Once railroad orders are placed it is stabilizing price schedule. The im- tions. Present indications are that 
believed there will be a rush of buy- pression now prevails that as a re- such sentiments are due entirely to 
ing that will result in a material sult of Mr. Hines’ attitude, the de- the railroad administration's refusal 
broadening of business. One melter cision which was arrived at in the to recognize the new prices. Actual 
in this district has assured a maker conference in Washington no longer sales during the past week have been 


here that as soon as the government holds. The actual market, however, small. One large seller disposed of 
gets into the market he will place has not been affected by this belief, three lots of foundry of 100 tons 
a contract for 10,000 tons of iron for since prices prevailing are exactly the each, and three carloads, all for 
last half. Others are in the same same as those in effect since the prompt shipment. Another sold two 
position. Present buying is of small Washington meeting. Prior to the 200-ton lots of foundry. These sales 
lots for prompt use, with no inquiry time Mr. Hines’ announcement was are characteristic of current business. 
for distant delivery. Some malleable made, the controversy between pro- New inquiries are limited. Inquiry 
of special analysis is being asked, ducers and consumers as to the read- from abroad also sagged off. Among 
with high silicon, low manganese or justment of old contracts was well export requirements is one lot of 
other combinations to suit the mix- under way, and some furnaces already 10,000 tons which the _ prospective 
ture. Southern makers. are willing had applied the reduced prices in buyer says will be purchased when 
to sell at the new price but refuse whole or in part to business on their ocean freight rates decline. 

to revise contracts, invoicing at the books. One of these companies was A new development of great im- 
contract price. The Inland Steel Co. the leading Virginia maker. Some portance is the announcement of in- 
and Wisconsin Steel Co. each has furnaces, while not yet having taken creases in certain freight rates from 
blown out one stack and find an ex- any action, were about ready to make Pittsburgh to the East. For many 


cess of iron from the remaining two 


the adjustment. One large eastern 


years, Newark, Dover, Paterson, Jersey 
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City, Elizabeth and other eastern 
points have enjoyed preferential 


tariffs from the West. The present 
rate to Newark, Dover, Paterson and 
Elizabeth, N. J., on pig iron in car- 
load lots, from Pittsburgh, is $2.60, 
and to Jersey City, $3. After April 


18, the rate to all of these points 
will be $4.30, the same as to New 
York and Brooklyn, Trenton, N. J., 
etc. 


Many Stacks Going Out 


Philadelphia, April 8.—Furnace in- 
stead of Birmingham prices now are 
being quoted on pig iron by the 
leading Virginia producer and some 
other makers ate following this suit. 


As a result, some Virginia iron is 
available at $26.75, furnace, for base 
grade of 1.75 to 2.25 silicon, equiva- 
lent to $30.85, Philadelphia. Some 


Virginia iron, as previously reported, 
also is being offered on a Pittsburgh 
base which for the base grade is 
equivalent to $30.65, Philadelphia. A 
slight improvement in the demand 
noticed a week ago is continuing. The 
Stanley G, Flagg Mfg. Co. is reported 
to have bought part of its inquiry 
for 1000 tons of basic and malleable. 
Other sales include two lots of found- 
ry iron of 400 tons each and numer- 
ous carloads all for prompt ship- 
ment. New inquiries are few. In- 
cluded among them is one for 500 
tons of forge. A feature of the mar- 
ket is the size of inquiries for export 
from companies which never before 
have been heard of in connection with 
overseas business. One such com- 
pany has an inquiry out for 50,000 
tons of iron monthly. Such inquiries 
are not arousing much interest. Fur- 
nace activities are being extensively 
curtailed. The Empire Steel & Iron 
Co. has blown out its Topton stack 
and one of its Crane group and will 
blow out Macungie in the near fu- 
ture. The Port Henry furnace is 
out. Both of the stacks of the East- 
ern Steel Co. at Pottstown, Pa., are 
idle and one of the Midvale fur- 
naces at Coatesville will go out soon. 
The Keystone furnace of the Read- 
ing Iron Co., at Reading, also is 
about to be blown out. 


Market a More Open Affair 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Although no 
out and out decline has taken place 
in pig iron prices, the market here 
plainly is more competitive and more 


open than it has been and talk is 
heard that the appearance of a de- 
sirable and bona fide inquiry is all 


that is necessary to develop the latter 
condition. Little business has been 
put through in the past week or so, 
although a fair number of small lot 
inquiries has been before makers. 
Most of these inquiries are for found- 
ry iron and in practically all cases 
have been for prompt delivery. The 
Standard Sanitary Mig. Co., which 


recently put out an inquiry for 3500 
tons of southern foundry iron for 
its Louisville, Ky., plant, has cov- 


ered about half of this tonnage. A 
portion of it was placed with a south- 
ern Ohio furnace and the remainder 
with a Tennessee producer. The price 
was $26.75 but the Tennessee maker 
quoted f.o.b. furnace instead of Birm- 
ingham, thus making the delivered 
price somewhat less to the buyer. 
This iron is for prompt delivery and 
it is understood that the same com- 
pany will be in the market again in 
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a few weeks for the remainder of the 
original inquiry. No other important 
sales have been reported lately. Some 
inquiries are coming out for bessemer 
iron, but basic remains inactive both 
as to inquiries and sales. Low cost 
producers who can make a profit at 
less than the present prices are be- 
ginning to chafe under the inactivity 
and to complain that by adhering 
to the quotations they are merely 
holding the umbrella for the benefit 
of producers whose costs are high. 
It is because of this situation that 
it is believed the appearance of a 
good sized inquiry would lead to 
rather sharp competition for business. 
A decline in prices now, however, 
would cause the suspension of a good 
many stacks and in some directions 
it is believed that such an _ event 
would go a long way toward righting 
the situation and bringing about a 
healthier condition. 


Controversy Influences Market 


Buffalo, April 8—The controversy 
at Washington over prices has served 
to check any buying in pig iron that 
may have been on the way, and at 
present only an occasional inquiry is 
received. One furnace received an in- 
quiry for 1000 tons of foundry during 
the week and sold about a carload of 
iron. Although producers are not 
satisfied with conditions, there is an 
undercurrent of optimism. One sale 
of 1000 tons of basic by a local maker 
is reported at the usual price. 


Fair Tonnage Placed 


Cleveland, April 8—Foundries iden- 
tified with the automobile industry 
have continued to be the most lib- 
eral in their purchases of iron, in 
Cleveland and surrounding territory. 
Some consumers in other lines also 
have been placing moderate tonnages 
here and there. The result has been 
some increase in the total amount 
of new sales which have reached a 
fair tonnage and also in new inquiry. 
Sales in this district, almost exclu- 
sively of foundry iron during the 
week, are estimated at from 5000 to 
10,000 tons, principally for shipment 
by July. A little tonnage, however, 
has been sold beyond July. One pro- 
ducer reports sales in the week of 
about 7500 tons of foundry metal, 
and several hundred tons of silveries. 
Among the pending inquiries are 700 
tons of malleable and basic and 1000 
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tons of foundry from eastern Ohio 
and western Pennsylvania, two lots 
of 1000 tons each, of foundry, an- 
other of 400 to 500 tons, and several 
of 200 to 300 tons from Indiana and 
northern Ohio districts, and other 
lots. Deliveries wanted usually are 
for second and third quarter though 
there is one request for 1000 tons 
for last half. Cleveland producers 
now are quoting on a straight $26.75 
furnace basis for No. 2 foundry, hav- 
ing dropped the valley base which 
they recently had been naming. There 
are additional reports that some con- 
sumers have agreed to adjust old 
contracts by the $4.25 reduction, but 
generally, producers are holding up a 
final decision until after the price 
situation at- Washington is clarified. 
This waiting attitude has held in 
abeyance any decision to revise con- 
tracts where they contain a clause 
making them subject to price change 
through a governmental § agency. 
Some of the larger producers have 
just about reached the stage of re- 
vising such contracts when the con- 
fusion over the future of the price 
plan developed at Washington. 


Undecided on Readjustments 


Cincinnati, April 7—The price re- 
vision question is uppermost in the 
minds of both buyers and sellers of 
pig iron. No general action has been 
taken but it is reported that some 
northern furnaces have considered the 
matter favorably. What action south- 
ern producers will take is unknown 
here, but reliable information indicates 
that they will refuse to make any con- 
tract adjustments. The unsettled con- 
dition of the market has practically 
cut off all inquiry, with the exception 
of that from firms who are trying to 
get information on the situation. Only 
an occasional carlot sale is made. 
Until the attitude of the makers be- 
comes more definite no business is ex- 
pected from any source. 


Still Curtailing Output 


Birmingham, Ala., April 8 —Pig 
iron production in the South will be 
reduced to the minimum so long as 
there is no demand for the product. 
Fires in another furnace of the Sloss- 
Sheffield Steel & Iron Co. have been 
banked while two other furnaces have 
been blown out. The Tennessee 
Coal, Iron & Railroad Co. now has 





tics of the 


the tron and steel industry. 


Statisticians of this publication, 


Because -of the 
furnace 
Iron TrAvdE Review's 





Iron Trade Review’s Pig Iron Statistics Establish 
High Speed Record 


HEN Tue Iron Trave Review published in its April 3 issue, a week 
ahead of any other publication, the production and operation statis- 
country’s pig iron industry for the 
established a notable record for high-speed service to its readers and to 
Scarcely 24 hours after the last cast for 
wire and mail from virtually all the 
were undergoing compilation by the 
A few hours later the data had been 
properly sifted, arranged and digested and the complete record of the 
March operations was on the presses. 

unusual interest and significance attached to blast 
activities at this unsettled stage of industrial conditions, Tue 
rapid and exclusive 
comment in the iron and steel industry and in the daily press. 


the month had been run, reports by 
300 odd active stacks in the country 


month of March, it 


report has occasioned much 
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the majority of furnaces in blast in 
the district. Sales of iron show but 
littl improvement. Evidently con- 
sumers are looking forward to fur- 
ther reduction in prices, while pro- 
ducers assert that without some re- 
adjustment of costs iron cannot be 
sold even at present prices. Accu- 
mulations show a little increase, the 
tonnage in Alabama last month be- 
ing estimated at 169,000. Production 
in the first three months in Alabama 
was 538,314 tons as compared with 
651,847 tons in the first quarter 
of 1918. Local consumers are buying 
a little iron in anticipation of later 
improvement in business. 


McClintic Bid Lowest 


Washington, April 8—The McClin- 


tic-Marshall Co. is the low bidder 
on 6120 tons of steel frame work 
for a structural shop at the Mare 


Island navy yard, quoting $92.40 de- 
livered for completion in 210 days. 
The American Bridge Co. bid $93 
for delivery in 170 days and the 
Bethlehem Steel Co. $93.40 for de- 
livery in 210 days. The Bethlehem 
Steel Co. also put in an alternate bid 
of $91.40 with the understanding that 
if the company secured the contract 
for fabrication at Steelton the gov- 
ernment will give it the bénefit of the 
fabrication in transit privilege in 
transporting the plain material. 
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Coke Market Still Weak 


Spot Furnace Sells More Freely at $3.75 and April Contracts Generally 
Run $4.00 to $4.25—Further Curtailing Output 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Evidently the 
demand for furnace coke is decreas- 
ing faster than the production, for 
the market here is definitely weaker 
on spot offerings and monthly con- 
tracts cannot be negotiated at quite 
as good prices as producers recently 
have been able to obtain. Although 
one producer reports having disposed 
of 25,000 tons of standard furnace fuel 
on contracts for the current month 
at from $4.25 to $4.50, ovens, the 
more general range on such transac- 
tions has been from $4 to $4.25, while 
sales, as distinct from contracts, have 
been made at $3.75 often enough to 
fairly establish that price as the spot 
quotation. Since few of the beehive 
producers now are drawing more than 
four days a week, much 72-hour fuel 
is being included in the sales of fur- 
nace coke. It may be that this 72- 
hour coke is not standard foundry, 
but at least it has better structure 
as a result of the extra day’s burn- 
ing and this means that the furnace 
can get along with less fuel than 
ordinarily would be required. It is 
pointed out that the attempt by the 


Refuse to Cut Ore Rail Rate 


Administration's Decision May Lead Operators to Appeal to Com- 


merce Commission—No Tonnage Contracts Yet Written 


Hope held by ore operators that 
the United States railroad adminis- 
tration would reduce the freight rate 
on ore from mines to docks and thus 
encourage a buying movement by the 


furnaces which would get the full 
benefit of the reduction, has been 
overturned by the administration in 


announcing that the present rate will 
not be changed. The operators sent 
a committee consisting of F. B. 
Richards, of M. A. Hanna & Co.; 
John A. Savage, of John A. Savage 
& Co., and Richard Jones, of the 
Republic Iron & Steel Co., to present 
their arguments to the administra- 
tion, but after considering the matter 
for a month the latter declined to 
grant the petition. 

The present rate is 95 cents a ton, 
with a handling charge of five cents 
a ton. This rate was established 
May 25, 1918, previous to which the 
rate was 63 cents a ton. There is 
no alternative now for the operators 
except to proceed in accordance with 
the ruling of the administration or to 


appeal to the interstate commerce 
commission. It is possible the latter 
course will be taken, as they are 


convinced the present rate is unjust, 
although no decision has been made. 

No contracts for ore tonnage were 
written during the past week by the 
leading operators at Cleveland, al- 
though the market gave promise of 
some activity within a few days. Con- 
sumers were estimating their require- 
ments, which was considered but a 
step removed from the actual placing 


of orders; but pending a clearer un- 
derstanding of general market pros- 


‘pects and especially the price situation 


as brought about by one department 
of the government refusing to accept 
another's verdict as to what is eco- 
nomically sound, the market was in 
a state of suspense. No further steps 
were taken toward a settlement of 
the price issue as between ore pro- 
ducers and furnace operators, the 
former continuing emphatic in their 
assertions no reductions will be made. 
Plenty of gossip was heard relative 
to the ore men declining to participate 
in any further negotiations between the 
iron and steel industry and the gov- 
ernment relative to prices, but the 
general attitude was one of waiting 
for developments, the nature of which 
no one would venture a forecast. 
Definite announcement as to what 
the vessel rate on ore will be was 
lacking, no action being taken along 
this line by the carriers. In the miean- 


time vessels are being fitted out for 
the season’s initial trip to Duluth. 
Cargo insurance rates on ore and 
coal have been fixed at 7% cents 
per 100 tons, the same as last sea- 
son. 

The balance of ore on docks at 


Lake Erie ports April 1 amounted to 
6,518,047 as compared with 7,841,844 
at the same date last year. While 
this is a reduction of more than a 
million tons, operators are careful 
to point out that the supply com- 
pared with the present demand is 
far in excess of the relative position 
of the two factors last year. 


Connellsville producers to establish 
$4.50, ovens, as a minimum on fur- 
nace coke is not likely to succeed 
under present conditions, with de- 
mands dwindling steadily as a result 


of the blowing out of furnaces and 
pig iron being piled by both pro- 
ducers and consumers. Seemingly, 


the coke ovens can shave operations a 


great deal further without bringing 
supply and demand together. De- 
mands for foundry coke are so lim- 


ited and so few sales are being made 
that it is difficult to quote reliable 
prices. Some sellers and producers 
of standard 72-hour coke are asking 
$5.25, ovens, and obtaining that price 
on small lots, but the general market 
is nearer $4.75 to $5, and some brok- 
erage offerings are being made down 
to $4.50. According to The Connells- 
ville Courier, Connellsville production 
of coke for the week ended March 29, 
was 185,660 tons, against 187,806 tons 
in the previous week. 


April Prices Established 
x 


New York, April 7.—Prices on by- 
product foundry coke have been estab- 


lished for April by the eastern pro- 
ducers, in accordance with the Con- 
nellsville market. The two New Eng- 
land makers, at Everett, Mass., and 
Providence, are billing their April 
shipments on the basis of $5, Con- 


nelisville, which is equivalent to $9.40, 
delivered in New England. The New 
Jersey maker has established its basis 
at $5.50, Connellsville, equivalent to 
$8.60, delivered at Newark and other 
northern New Jersey points. The 
establishment of these prices has re- 
sulted in consumers having more coke 
shipped to them on contracts, so that 
deliveries during April are expected to 
be much larger than in any of the 
first three months of this year. New 
buying is not large, since consumers 
generally are very well covered. 

The market on Connellsville brands 
is stronger. Where good foundry 
brands could be had last week at $4.50 
to $5.25 these now are held 
at $5 to $5.25, ovens, and in some 

said to be minimum. 


zo), ovens, 
cases $5.50 is 
Price Shaded at Cincinnati 

Cincinnati, April 7.—Reliable reports 
state that prompt furnace coke 
received from the Connellsville district 
has been sold around $3.75. However, 
leading producers are not quoting this 


some 


figure \ price of $4 would be the 
average for prompt furnace, but it 
would be difficult to determine the 
average for contract business Con- 
nelilsville foundry coke is moving 


slowly and averages around $5 per 
ton at ovens. Curtailment in produc 
tion is evident in all districts. No 
Wise county or Pocahontas coke has 
been sold here within the past few 
days. 
Coke Demand Weakening 

Birmingham, Ala., April 8—Coke 
production in the south still exceeds 
demand. Some coke is still leaving 
the district on old contracts, but 
the latter are rapidly disappearing. 





: 
: 


938 


THE IRON TRADE REVIEW 


Corporation Buying Scrap 


Tonnages of Steel Taken by Leading Users at Pittsburgh and Chicago 
—Market More Spotty—15,000 Tons of Shell Steel Sold 


FOR COMPLETE SCRAP PRICES SEE PAGE 992 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—It is reported 
that the Carnegie Steel Co. in the 
past few days has bought about 15,000 
tons of scrap, including heavy melt- 
ing steel, for which it is said to have 
paid slightly less than $17, delivered, 
and cast borings at around $14, de- 
livered. Knowledge that the corpora- 
tion was in the market for supplies 
has not been slow in getting around 
among the trade. The result is that 
other consumers have shown more 
interest and also that dealers, more 
especially those having supplies stored 
in yards, have put materially higher 
appraisals upon their holdings. Cast 
borings, which only recently could be 
bought from $11.50 to $12 and were 
slow at that price, now are firmly 
held at $14 or higher, though some 
dealers, who sold for less and now are 
trying to cover such sales, insist that 
the market is not quotable that high. 
Heavy breakable cast now is quoted 
firmly at $18.50 to $19; three weeks 
ago this grade was soft at $16. Some 
difficulty is experienced in getting 
buyers to pay more than $17 for 
heavy melting steel, but small sales 
are known to have been made at 
that figure or higher.’ At any rate, 
present prices represent a rise of $2 
a gross ton from the recent low point. 
Bundled sheets are not much wanted 
but baled stock is doing fairly well. 
By and large it is a spotty market 
as far as activity is concerned, but 
strength in a few grades is sufficient 
to make sellers hold all grades more 
highly than recently. 


Shell Steel is Sold 


New York, April 7.—A sale of 15,- 
000 tons shell steel is reported to 
have been closed by the government 
here, the material being offered as 
scrap. So far the prices involved 
have not been divulged. Despite the 
uncertainty arising as a result of the 
price controversy in Washington, suf- 
ficient demand is coming out in the 
local scrap market for heavy melting 
steel and wrought material to send 
prices on these descriptions still high- 
er. The advance, though, in all in- 
stances does not exceed 50 cents, and 
it may be stated that the demand is 
coming out eee from a few 
large users. eav manieg steel now 
is holding at $12. 30 to $12.75, railroad 
wrought at $18 to $19, and wrought 
ipe, new specifications, at $15 to 
Reo, f.o.b. New York. Machine 
shop turnings also have gained, though 
slightly. 

A sale of approximately 1000 tons 
miscellaneous scrap at the Brooklyn 
navy yard a few days ago brought 
out some interesting prices. Of shov- 
eling steel 130 tons went at $14.36, 
100 tons of charging steel at $13.46; 
135 tons of shearing steel at $11.38; 
235 tons of structural steel at $11.62; 
75 tons of borings and turnings at 

86; 25 tons of burnt cast scrap at 
14. 26; 50 tons of light iron at $7.56; 
5 tons short black pipe at $14.75: 
25 tons of galvanized pipe at $8.16; 15 


tons of boiler tubes at $15.06; and 
75 tons of drop forgings at $12.38. 


Some Grades Are Higher 


Philadelphia, April 8.—Further pur- 
chases of wrought pipe by the Beth- 
lehem Steel Corp. has put up the 
price to $18 and $19, delivered. Pur- 
chases of clean cast borings by rolling 
mills and blast furnaces have resulted 
in an advance of these grades to 
$13.50 and $14.50, delivered. Interest 
in steel scrap which has been so 
marked for the past three weeks has 
subsided. The scrap market on the 
whole is quiet. The eastern dealers 
are greatly .interested in reports of 
heavy purchases of heavy melting 
steel by the Carnegie Steel Co. in 
the Pittsburgh market, but lacks defi- 
nite details. 


Fair Demand at Buffalo 


Buffalo, April 7—The market for 
scrap in this district continues strong, 
but it has not opened up as widely 
as dealers were forecasting some 
weeks ago. There is a good inquiry 
for every grade on the list and fair 
demand for heavy melting steel, bor- 
ings and turnings. Sales reported dur- 
ing the week, however, have not been 
large. Scrap men believe the real 
buying movement is only a short dis- 
tance away. The buying movement 
which Steel corporation subsidiaries 
started and then discontinued has not 
developed any new features. Opinion 
is divided as to whether the corpora- 
tion obtained as much as it desired 
or whether it withdrew from the mar- 
ket in view of developments in Wash- 
ington. Low phosphorus is up to $21 
and $22 and No. 1 railroad wrought is 
up to $19 and $19.50, and stove plate 
is quoted at $18.50 and $19. 


Softness is Resumed 


Cleveland, April 8—AlIl of the 
strength the scrap iron and steel 
market here accumulated last week 


has now been dissipated by the action 
of Railroad Director General Hines 
in refusing to accept steel rail prices. 
Firmness has given way to softness, 
and dealers who bought in anticipa- 
tion of a buying movement by melters 
and a consequent rise now are trying 
to get out from under. The market 
is fairly flooded with offers to sell, 
with no one anxious to buy. Reroll- 
ing rails appear particularly to be a 
drug on the market here, and a' large 
tonnage is being offered, with no 
takers. Heavy melting steel has lost 
considerable ground, and is now 
quoted at $15.25 to $15.75. No. 1 
busheling has been sensitive to the 
same influence and has been marked 
down to $15 to $15.50. With the 
anticipated buying movement defin- 
itely off, apparently, many dealers 
believe three or four weeks will 
elapse before much strength again 
is shown by the market. 


Market Continues Strong 
Chicago, April 8—In spite of lack 
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of strength in the steel market, the 


iron and steel scrap situation con- 
tinues to show strength, and prices 
have advanced somewhat over last 
week’s level. The effort of the lead- 
ing steel consumer to obtain a round 
tonnage of heavy melting steel at 
$16 is an indication of how the future 
is regarded by most dealers. It is 
understood about 2000 tons were cov- 
ered in this figure, and it is expected 
another offer at a higher figure may 
be made later. Other heavy melting 
steel consumers also are anxious to 
place further tonnages. Resumption 
of activity by bar iron mills and re- 
rolling mills has given such scrap 
as they use a boost which is re- 
flected in quotations. The entire list 
is somewhat higher than it was last 
week. Railroad offerings continue to 
come out in good quantities, the Chi- 
cago, Burlington & Quincy offering 
several lists aggregating more than 
6500 tons. Included in this is one 
item of 1150 tons of No. 1 steel 
rail. The Wabash offers 2800 tons, 
the Santa Fe 1200 tons and the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 450 tons. 


Few Transactions; Prices Softening 


Cincinnati, April 7.— Somewhat 
pessimistic reports are made by all 
dealers in scrap. Transactions are few 
and far between. Heavy melting steel 
shows signs of softening due to slack 
demand. Although some dealers seem 
to think that prices have about 
reached the bottom they are not will- 
ing to speculate by laying in any large 
stocks. 


Southern Market Still Weak 


Birmingham, Ala., April 8.—Little 
business is being transacted by scrap 
iron and steel dealers in the South, 
even old contracts having been com- 
pleted. Consumers of heavy melting 
steel are practically out of the market. 


Rod Extras 


Are Restored and Modified—Semi- 
finished Orders Held in Abeyance 


Cleveland, April &—Quantity and 
quality differentials on wire rods 
which have been in existence during 
the past several years, or approxi- 
mately during the period of the war, 
have been restored. During the war 
these were rendered practically un- 
necessary but return of peace condi- 
tions has changed the situation. The 
new schedule has. been modified con- 
siderably over that which previously 
had prevailed, there being both ad- 
vances and reductions. The differen- 
tial on screw stock quality has been 
reduced from $15 to $5 per ton. All 
differentials for size on wire rods also 
have been eliminated. New business 
in semifinished steel in this district 
has remained light. The renewal of 
price uncertainty by the situation at 
Washington has caused the holding up 
of some tonnage which was about to 
be placed. One lot of 6000 tons is 
included among these. 


Prompt Sales Are Made 


Philadelphia, April 8—A number 
of transactions in semifinished steel 
have been closed in this district dur- 
ing the past week. Three sales of 
forging billets each from 300 to 500 











April 10, 1919 


tons, and one transaction of 400 tons 
of rerolling billets have been closed 
with consumers in this district. All 
represent spot and nearby require- 
ments. 


Rods and Skelp for Export 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—A rather good 
export demand is noted for wire rods 
and skelp, and moderate sized ton- 
nages are changing hands on substantial 
lots at the same price basis as is 
being quoted to domestic consumers. 
Domestic demands for everything in 
the line of semifinished steel are ex- 
tremely limited. The attitude of the 
railroad administration with regard to 
steel purchases at the prices sub- 
mitted by a general committee of the 
American Iron and Steel _ institute 
and approved by the industrial board 
of the department of commerce, has 
thrown a damper on the demands for 


finished steel, and a _ considerable 
slowing down in mill operations has 
been the result. The sheet mills 


are fairly busy and making steady de- 


mands for sheet bars, but such re- 
quirements are easily met. Only a 
fair demand is noted for billets and 


no trouble is being had by finishing 
mills in securing all they want. 
Automobile Builders Buying Strip 
Pittsburgh, April 8—Fair sized de- 
mands are coming from the automo- 
bile manufacturers for cold-rolled 


strip steel but inquiries from other 
sources are only moderate and mill 


capacities are not being seriously 
taxed. Conditions in hot-rolled strip 
steel are much the same. 


Wire Extras 


Are Readjusted in Various Particu- 
lars—Some Contracting Held Up 


Cleveland, April 8—A readjustment 
of various extras in wire products 
has been put into effect. Straighten- 
ing and cutting extras have been re- 
vised, having been reduced on the 
coarser sizes and advanced on the 
finer qualities. The differential for 
cleaning and annealing has been ad- 
vanced from 7% cents to 20 cents 
per 100 pounds. Other modifications 
of the existing schedule have been 
made. Business has continued to 
come through in good volume, prin- 
cipally from the manufacturing trade, 
and mill operations in this district 
have been picking up. The price con- 
troversy in Washington, however, has 
had the effect of holding up the plac- 
ing of some contracts for manufac- 
turing wire covering requirements for 
six months ahead. 


Demand Purely Hand to Mouth 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Distributors of 
wire products once more are pursuing 
a hand-to-mouth policy with regard 
to purchases and the quite general 
report from manufacturers here is 
that trading is slower than it was 
in the few weeks immediately preced- 
ing the price conference in Washing- 
ton on March 19 and 20. Only fair 
demands are being made by the users 
of wire for further manufacture, while 
jobbers are ordering cautiously and 
not specifying against old business 
with any considerable freedom. Nails 
seem to be wanted in fair volume, 
and as is usual at this season, barbed 
wire is selling fairly well. 
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Structural Work Held Up 


More Promising Development of Market Halted by New Price 


Uncertainties—Some Tonnage is Closed 


New York, April’ 7.—Little activity 
prevails in the local structural mar- 
ket. Considerable talk is heard of 
various proposed projects, but build- 
ers are slow in covering on their 
structural requirements. The uncer- 
tainty résulting from the price situa- 
tion in Washington is having its in- 
fluence and business generally, it is 
believed, has been given another se- 
vere setback. At present an open 
market on. structural material pre- 
vails but prices are unchanged. Ap- 
parently there is not enough demand 
to bring out higher prices, and the 


mills are making no _ concessions 
The largest business to come out in 
the local market during the past few 
days involves 600 tons for the Coney 
Island terminal of the New York 
Municipal railway. L. F. Shoemaker 
& Co. are low bidders on 1600 tons 


for additions for the Hershey Choco- 


late Co., Hershey, Pa. 
Eastern Demand Improves 

Philadelphia, April 8.—While still 
far from active, the structural mar- 
ket has reflected a distinct improve- 
ment during the past week or two. 
Numerous rew jobs again are being 
talked about and a few actually have 


been let. One of the most important 
jobs let lately is the drill shed to be 
erected at Thirty-third street and Lan- 
caster avenue, Philadelphia. The gen- 
eral contract for this job has gone to 
the George F. Pawling Co., but the 
steel, 600 tons, has not yet been 
placed. The Guerber Engineering 
Co. has taken about 300 tons for 
two small jobs. Among projects 
on which action may develop soon is 
a 10-story hotel. The steel for the 
Kenilworth pier and for crane run- 
ways and ship ways at League island 
have not yet been let. 


Buyers Waiting on Washington 


Pittsburgh, April 8—While there 
has been no falling off in the number 
of inquiries for structural shapes ac- 
tual bookings again are extremely 
limited. Possibility that the difference 
of opinion over the new steel prices 
between the railroad administration 
and the industrial board may lead 
to another revision of quotations nat- 
urally has its effect on buying. Shapes 
essentially are an investment propo- 
sition and the possibility even if re- 


mote of lower prices is enough to 
make buyers move with extreme cau- 
tion. The American Bridge Co. is 


running fairly full at the Ambridge. 
Pa., plant and has a fair amount of 
business. The steel for barges or- 
dered by the railroad administration 
is being fabricated. 


Suspend Buying at Cleveland 


Cleveland, April 8—In view of the 
price controversy in Washington the 
market for structural shapes was dull 
during the past week. Prospective 
purchasers who had taken bids-quick- 
ly got in touch with sales agencies, 
on learning of the attitude taken by 
the railroad administration, and asked 
for concessions, suspending their plans 


when these were refused. In one 
instance, orders that had been placed 
were canceled on the ground that 
the government itself was not satis- 
hed with the present price schedule. 
Fabricated steel prices reflect sharp 
competition Some recent work was 


placed around 4c per pound, delivered 


Industry Only Builder 
April 8. 


Chicago, -[Improvement in 


demand for structural steel is con- 
fined almost entirely to industrial 
construction and mercantile and 
other lines apparently have not yet 
found it possible to go ahead with 
their developments. Bids taken last 
week on the general contract for 
Butler Bros. warehouse’ involving 


9000 tons of steel are still considered 


CONTRACTS AWARDED 


Structural steel for refinery for the Crown Oi & 


Refining Co., Pasadena, Tex., 2514 tons to the Warren 
City Tank & Boiler Co., Warren, 0 

Material for evaporators for the Minnesota & 
Ontario Paper Co., International Falls, Minn., 121 
tons, to Minneapolis Steel & Machinery Co. 

Structural steel for core building, for the Saginaw 
Malleable Iron Co Saginaw, Mich., 114 tons, to 
the Worden-Allen Co 

Addition, Reading Steel Casting Co., Reading, Pa 
250 tons, to unknown shop 

Building for the Busch-Sulzer Diesel Engine Co 
St. Louis, 200 tons Contract awarded to the Cen 
tral States Bridge Co by the Austin Co Cleveland 

Drill shed, Philadelphia, 600 tons General con 
tract to George F. Pawling Co 

Building for Felin Packing Co., Philadelphia, 150 
tons, and police station, Philadelphia, 130 tons, to 
the Guerber Engineering Co 


Steel Castings Co., Reading, 


Iron Works. 


Building for Reading 
Pa., 250 tons to Belmont 


CONTRACTS PENDING 


Addition to plant of Hershey Chocolate Co., Her 
shey, Pa.; 1600 tons, L. F. Shoemaker, low bidder 

Coney island terminal, New York municipal railway, 
600 tons. Bids being taken. 

Bridge for state of New York at Kingston, N. Y., 


1000 tons, bids to be taken until April 27. 


Await Cotton Tie Opening 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Reports from 
a number of sections in the South 
to manufacturers of cotton ties here 
suggest that the movement looking 


toward a radical reduction in the 


acreage to be seeded in cotton this 
spring, is succeeding only in parts 
of the belt. These reports encour- 
age the belief that the acreage after 
all may not be materially smaller 
than it was last year and that just as 
many ties will be required for this 
years crop as that of 1918. Some 
makers of ties here have rolled a 
fair stock in anticipation of early 
season demands but no definite no- 
tion exists yet as to when the season 
will open. It is generally believed, 
however, that the opening price will 
be considerably below that of last 
year when the season opened in 


April at a basis of $1.90 a bundle of 
45 pounds and advanced 1 cent a 
month closing last November at 
$1.97. 
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hts Builders Buy Bars 


About 10,000 Tons Closed in Northern Ohio—General Buying Checked 
—Systematize Alloy Steel Quotations—Chain Cut Deeply 


-Large automo- 
Ohio dis- 
closing for further 
bars and small 
90-day manufac- 
Business of this 
both carbon 


Cleveland, 
bile producers in 
trict have been 
round tonnages of 
shapes covering a 
turing program. 
character and including 
and alloy steels, closed during the 
past week, approximated 10,000 tons. 
This material is to cover third-quarter 
production. Leading producers of al- 
loy steel are working cn a plan to 
systematize quotations in this mate- 


April 8— 
northern 


rial and shortly will assure a sched- 
ule modeled along this -line. This 
will show definite differentials for 


various qualities of alloy steel to be 
added to the base prices of soft steel 
bars. Heretofore, considerable con- 


fusion has existed in alloy steels be- 
cause of the lack of uniformity in 
quotations for various grades. Speci- 
fications for bars from consumers 
in this district have been less lively 
the past week, although some pro- 
ducers still report a fair tonnage. The 


price controversy at 
has held up spe- 


influence of the 
Washington plainly 
cifications temporarily in numerous 
cases. New business also is “smaller. 
Rerolled bar quotations are display- 
ing softness in that at least one pro- 
ducer has been taking business at 
a $2 concession or at 2.25c, Pitts- 
burgh. 
Western Demand Slack 


Chicago, April 8—Uncertainty as 
to the future of the market seems 
to have followed the dispute at Wash- 
ington in the effort to stabilize prices 
and buyers of soft steel bars, as. well 
as of other finished steel products, 
have slackened their efforts to, place 
orders with mills. The leading in- 
terest is maintaining about the same 
operation as last week, which is about 
80 per cent. While some new busi- 
ness is being taken and the rate is 
somewhat greater than during March, 
the increase is not sufficient to give 
the appearance of activity. The lead- 
ing independent mill is now running 
at 40 to 50 per cent capacity. 


Activity on the part of agricul- 
tural implement manufacturers has 
furnished rerolling mills sufficient 


tonnage to start operation after con- 
siderable idleness and most of these 
plants again are active. Present sell- 
ing is on the basis of 2.45c, mill, 
which is considerably lower than 
previous prices. Some small business 
is being received from reinforced con- 
crete builders, but manufacturers in 
general are not interested. 

Consumers of bar iron are taking 
this product at a little heavier rate 
than recently, but are buying only 
for prompt delivery and future busi- 
ness is neglected. Quotations at 
present are 2.50c to 2.62c, Chicago, 
with several producers holding firmly 
to the higher figure. 


Demand Purely Hand to Mouth 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Demand for 
merchant steel bars which showed 
substantial improvement with the an- 


nouncement of the lower quotations 
of March 21 has become extremely 
light since the objection of the rail- 
road administration to the new prices 
of steel raised the possibility that the 
stabilizing plan might be abandoned. 
Steel bars at 2.35c, Pittsburgh, are 
said to be below cost for a number 
of manufacturers and are out of line 
with most of the finished steel prod- 
ucts, but these considerations do not 
seem to weigh heavily with buyers. 
Even automobile builders who easily 
are the busiest of consumers of steel 
are not buying much ahead of actual 
needs. Iron bars are holding on the 
basis of 2.75c for refined iron and 
the demand, although not ‘at all ac- 
tive, is steady and makers find their 


orders ftairly frequent although en- 
tirely in small lots. 
It has been reported for several 


weeks past that a good many. stacks 
were on the verge of suspending. 
Thus far none of the nonmerchant 
stacks have been shut down, however, 
and among the merchant producers 
only ‘that of the Sharpsville Furnace 
Co., Sharpsville, Pa.. This latter sus- 
pension occurred last Saturday. 


Bookings Well Sustained 


Philadelphia, April 8.—Steel bar de- 
mand has kept up well during - the 
past week and a large maker reports 
bookings again were around 75 per 


cent of capacity. On Monday and 
Tuesday, however, orders dropped off 
sharply. It is learned that numerous 


export orders for finished steel prod- 
ucts but mainly bars, would be placed 
but for the high ocean freight rates 
prevailing. It is regarded as certain 


that this business will be closed if 
ocean rates decline. Iron bar busi- 
ness is small but the demand for 
nuts and bolts is much improved be- 
cause certain coal mining interests 
have placed staybolt iron at the same 
price, and special staybolt iron at 
7.50c. Operations of the Lebanon 
Valley Iron & Steel Co., and of the 


3ethlehem Steel Co. plants at Le- 
banon, have been curtailed by a 
puddlers’ strike. Refined or common 
merchant bars continue at 2.35c, Pitts- 
burgh, and double or best refined bars 
at 3.35c. 


Bolt Buying Better 


_ Chicago, April 8—Increased buy- 
ing of bolts and nuts has followed 
announcement of recent reductions 
in prices and some producers have 
increased their operation from 60 per 
cent to 70 per cent of capacity. 
Specifications have been coming for- 
ward in better volume since the new 
price was announced, as the cus- 
tom in this trade always is to pro- 
tect contracts against decline, thus 
putting the new price in effect on all 
deliveries after its announcement. 


Bolt Orders Better 


Cleveland, April 9.—While makers 
of nuts, bolts and rivets have not 
received an influx of business suffi- 


cient to increase their operations, or- 
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ders have been coming in more rap- 
idly during the past week or 10 days. 
This follows the reduction in prices 
announced recently. Contemplated ex- 
pansions of various shipbuilding en- 
terprises is expected to be beneficial 
to rivet trade. No particularly large 
inquiries are current. 


Small Rivets May Advance 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—It seems that 
on the recent revision ‘on rivet prices 
the quotation on small rivets was 
made too low to permit some of the 
makers to produce them except ata 


loss. Those manufacturers who make 
all sizes can produce small rivets 
without loss at the present prices 


but those who make only small rivets 
cannot break even, it is said. It is 


therefore thought possible that the 
price may be revised to correct this 
inequality. While small orders are 


coming out for nuts, bolts and rivets, 
buyers have not entirely abandoned 
the conservative course they pursued 
during the first three months and the 
plants are not burdened. 


Shafting Business Only Fair 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Only a fair 
demand is coming to makers of cold 
rolled shafting. The best inquiry is 
from the builders of automobiles and 
they are not buying more than three 
months ahead in contrast with their 
usual policy of ordering the entire 
season’s requirements at one time. 
Prices are holding steady on a basis 
of 21 per cent off list and there has 
been no suggestion yet of any shading 
of that figure. This.is not surprising, 
however, for the reason that buyers 
are taking only such tonnages as 
they must have and under the cir- 
cumstances prices are of secondary 
importance. 


Chain Reduction Steep 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Revision of the 
price of steel chain has resulted in a 
rather steep cut in some sizes. The 
new base price for l-inch proof coil 
chain is 6.50c, Pittsburgh, a decline of 
1 cent a pound from the base that 
ruled during the first three months of 
the year. All other sizes, except 
3/16 and %-inch, also were reduced 
1 cent a pound. The reduction in 
3/16-inch chain amounts to 3 cents 
per pound, and in %-inch stock to 
1% cents per pound. These reduc- 
tions far exceed expectations, for 
wire rods were reduced only $5 a 
ton and chain bars $7 a ton, which 
would have allowed a reduction in 
the finished chain of only 25 to 40 
cents per 100 pounds. A good in- 
quiry is reported for steel chain but 
no large bookings have recently been 
made. 


Limited Demands 


Shown in Tin Plate and Operations 
Decline—Packers Delay Buying 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Operations of 
tin plate mills continue to dwindle, 
as both new business and _ specifica- 
tions against old orders are light. 
Independent mills now are well under 
50 per cent of capacity operations, and 
the American Sheet & Tin Plate Co., 
while keeping all except one of its 
mills going has cut the number of 
turns further. Nothing new has de- 
veloped in connection with the 5,000,- 
000 cases of canned foods which the 
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government has agreed to take off the 
hands of the packers and pay for in 
90 days. This is one obstacle to 
the plans of the packers; another is 
a difference of opinion between them 
and the truck growers as to prices. 
Tin plate purchases are held up pend- 
ing an adjustment of these matters 
while the possibility of a reopening 
of the whole steel price question also 
makes for caution. 


Completing New Stack 


The charcoal blast furnace which is 
being erected by the Missouri Iron & 


Steel Corp., St. Louis, is now prac- 
tically 40 per cent completed. This 
stack is located at MHaigart, near 


Brandsville, Mo., adjacent to the cor- 
poration’s iron ore deposits. It will 
have a capacity of 150 tons of char- 


coal pig iron per day. The Missouri 
corporation also owns waterpower 
which engineers say will develop 
ample current so that the iron can 


be taken from the blast furnace in a 
spongy state and refined by electricity 
into electric steel ingots. 
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Want Battleship Plates 


Additional 50,000 Tons Asked by Navy—Texas Refinery 


Placed— 


Business Held Back by Uncertainty Over Prices 


Philadelphia, April 8.—Principal de- 
velopments in the plate market are 
inquiries in connection with govern- 
ment work. Bids have been asked on 
50,000 tons mainly plates and includ- 
ing some bars and shapes for two 
additional battleships. Much of this 
tonnage is of nickel steel quality. 
Bids also have been asked on 1000 
tons for barges for the railroad ad- 


ministration. Some business is being 
placed but the total is small. Labor 
troubles of the Lukens Steel Co. at 


Coatesville, where a. number of shear- 


men walked out have been settled. 
Eastern Market Dull 
New York, April 7.—Platemakers 


say that they can see no improvement 
in demand in this district since the 
price was reduced following the con- 


Lifted Ban Has No Effect 


Old Contracts for English Ferromanganese Already Covered by Licens- 
es and Filled—New Offers Futile Against Resale Metal 


New York, April 7.—Most importers 
in the past couple of months have 
obtained licenses covering tonnages 
of foreign ferromanganese due on 
contracts, where the shipments were 
desired. The announcement by the 
war trade board that ferromanganese 
and spiegeleisen now may be freely 
imported, therefore, was received by 
importers here with considerable in- 
terest but the effect so far has not 
been extensive. A canvass of the 
principal importers, in fact, shows that 
most old contracts have been filled. 
In some cases tonnages are held up 
due to the refusal of consumers to 
accept deliveries. One English pro- 
ducer married numerous old contracts 
to new sales with a resulting price 
considerably lower than the asking 
figure of domestic producers and about 
equal to the present resale market, 
but is confronted with a rather em- 
barrassing situation because consumers 
do not desire to take in the metal at 
this time. 

Although representatives of English 
manufacturers, in some cases, have 
been authorized to sell 80 per cent 
metal at $150, cif. Atlantic ports, 
no sales yet have been made. In fact, 
these representatives here have not 
canvassed the market and are in no 
hurry to do so, since they believe 
that this is no time to try to inter- 
est consumers. On the whole, a firm 
attitude is taken with respect to prices 
on English metal. .One representa- 
tive of an English maker, on receiv- 
ing inquiries in the week, declined 
to quote unless the cansumer gave 
particulars as to the tonnage and de- 
livery wanted. None of the domestic 
producers, as far as known, now are 
offering 80 per cent ferromanganese 
at less than $150, delivered. Resales 
apparently are being made in most 
cases at $120 to $130, delivered, but 
instances are reported where consid- 


erably lower than this level is being 
done. 
Concessions have been granted on 


spiegeleisen lately. These have taken 
the form of an allowance for the 
freight. In other words, where sales 
formerly were made f.o.b. furnace, 
they are now being made on a deliv- 
ered basis. As a result, the market 
on 16 to 20 per cent spiegeleisen may 
be quoted at approximately $37 to $42, 
furnace, as far as the makers are 
concerned, while resales may be quot- 


ed at $35 to $40. 
Business at a Standstill 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Practically no 
business is coming out for ferroman- 


ganese as consumers generally are 
well covered, and although makers 
have materially reduced their asking 


prices, they still are far above a level 
at which it is possible to do business. 
The more general quotation by mak- 
ers now is $15@, delivered, for 80 per 
cent material. This compares with 
a price below $120 recently reached 
on some resale business. As has 
been previously stated, considerably 
less disposition is noted on the part 
of consumers to sacrifice excess sup- 
plies of ferromanganese. Resale prices 
are so much below costs that most 
consumers now are inclined to use 
up raw material supplies on hand 
rather than sacrifice them. So little 
is going on in spiegeleisen that it is 
extremely difficult to determine mar- 
ket values. On resale material, it is 
said that $40, furnace, could be bet- 
tered but makers are not willing to 
enter into new deals as low as that. 
Ferrosilicon still takes a range of 
$90 to $100 for 80 per cent, the lower 
figure being the basis of resale busi- 
ness, and the higher price, that which 
makers probably would accept, al- 
though some of them still are asking 
as high as $110, freight allowed. 


ference at Washington, March 2] 
The only sale of any magnitude in 


that time was of one lot involving 
something over 5000 tons together 
with a considerable tonnage of other 
finished steel products This trans 
action was of an unusual character 
and was not indicative of any gen 
eral tendency to purchase. Several 
large makers say that inquiry during 
the past week consisted of a few 
less-than-carload lots, while actual 
sales were of no importance. The 
market has been disturbed by the 
announcement of Railroad Director 
Hines’ decision not to buy at the 


stabilizing prices schedule. It is the 
opinion of the trade, however, that* in 
view of Mr. Hines’ ruling, the pres 
ent is practically an open market 


Demand Extremely Light 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Demand for 
plates has fallen off considerably in 
the past week or two and just at the 
moment the outlook is gloomy with 


no signs of immediate improvement 
Car-building companies in this dis 
trict practically are at the end. of 
their orders and the Emergency Fleet 
corporation requirements for the next 
few months appear to have been cov 


ered. Fabricating interests also are 
only in the market for small ton- 
nages. The market as far as this 
product is concerned may be said 
to be back where it was during the 
few weeks prior to the price con 
ference in Washington, for with the 
Quote on Pittsburgh Basis 

Cleveland, April 8—Eastern plate 
mills are offering to absorb the 
freight against them for business in 


central western territory and are nam- 


ing a price of 2.65c, Pittsburgh, on 
such tonnage. Miscellaneous business 
is fair and there is one lot of 2500 
tons pending covering an oil refin 
ery in Texas which has been awarded 
to the Warren City Tank & Boiler 
Works, Warren, O. Local mills are 
receiving good specification for cars 


under construction for the railroad ad- 
ministration. 


Plate Demand Small 


Chicago, April 8.—Selling of steel 
plates has fallen to a low point, in 
marked contrast to the heavy demand 
for this product during the war. 
Some mills have completed their ship- 


building contracts while others are 
still turning out material for this 
purpose. Most of the plates taken 


by the French government have also 
been shipped and an _ independent 
platemaker in this market has closed 


his mill for lack of orders. The 
leading interest’ still has some 
shipbuilding tonnage both for lake 
yards and for Pacific coast yards, 
but is receiving comparatively little 
new business. About 2500 tons, 


chiefly plates, will be required for a 


refinery for the Crown Oil & Re- 
fining Co. at Pasadena, Tex., the 
fabrication of which has been let to 


the Warren City Tank & Boiler Co., 
Warren, O. 
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Auto Sheets 


Are Main Support to Mill Operations 
—Advance Specifications 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—If it were not 
for the fact automobile sheets are 
in strong demand, mill activities would 
be decidedly light. By far the greater 
portion of current demand is for these 
automobile or special sheets and most 
makers producing in excess of 
rated since demands for 
sheets light as to permit of 
the use of much pickling capacity. 
Automobile companies are advancing 
their specifications by one to three 
months and since reports tell of plans 


are 
capacity, 
are 50 


by the various companies to increase 
production, makers of these sheets 
are probably in for several months 
of 100 per cent operations. General 
sheet mill operations are around 65 
per cent due to the lack of anything 
like large bookings for ordinary qual- 
ities. The dispute between the rail- 
road administration and the industrial 
board with regard to prices is hav- 
ing its effect on business, but the re- 
action in buying thus far has been 
without effect on prices. 
Orders Are Small 

Philadelphia, April 8—New sheet 
business with eastern producers con- 
sists of small but rather numerous 


orders, largely for blue and galvanized 
grades In all cases the demand is 
for quick shipment. 


Buying is Spotty 


Youngstown, O., April 9—Buyers 
of sheets are displaying mixed confi- 
dence according to conditions in dif- 
ferent parts of the valley. Some mak- 
ers report an improvement in the 
amount of business being placed and 
that while the orders recently booked 
are not of a large volume individually; 
still in the aggregate they permit at 
least a two-week rolling schedule. 
In other quarters, however, it is 
said that business has fallen off some- 
what probably due to the contro- 
versy over the price of rails. As a 
whole, however, operation of valley 
sheet mills is estimated to be around 
65 per cent. Most sheetmakers here 
are interested in knowing just what 
the final outcome will be concerning 
the views of the railroad adminis- 
tration. 


Mill Operations Less 
Chicago, April 8.—Activity of sheet 


mills is considerably reduced as or- 
ders on books have been worked out 
and new business fails to come at 


sufficient rate to keep full schedules. 
An independent producer is operating 
at about 40 per cent, with compara- 
tively little new business appearing. 


Active Demand 


For Oil Country Goods Features Pipe 
Market—Foundries Running Better 


Pittsburgh, April 8&—Oil 
goods continue the one 
in tubular lines and the sales include 
more or less foreign business, fair 
sized shipments going to Mexico and 
Roumania. Inquiries that have been 
current for some little time for line 
pipe still are to be placed. Recent 
activity in merchant pipe has proven 


country 
active spot 
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to be only a flurry and buyers now 
are merely taking such tonnages as 
they absolutely must have. This sort 
of business makes up a respectable 
total but it is far from satisfactory. 
The possibility that the price struc- 
ture may be completely upset by the 
attitude of the railroad administra- 
tion, appears to be the chief explana- 
tion of the reaction in business. 


Production is Better 


New York, April 7.—As a result of 
a better miscellaneous inquiry during 
the past few weeks, eastern cast iron 
pipe foundries are operating on a 
somewhat improved schedule. The 
plants now for the most part are run- 
ning from 45 to 60 per cent. This 
operating basis compares with ap- 
proximately 30 to 40 per cent a few 
weeks ago. Plant activities, how- 
ever, are far under those of normal 
years at this season, for up to the 
present time virtually no public work 
has been let. The 1500 tons for 
Bayonne, N. J., has been the largest 
lot to come up and the award still is 
to be made. Buying generally dur- 
ing the past few days has been light. 


The mixup in Washington over iron 
and steel prices will probably be a 
retarding factor until an adjustment 


is made. 
Cast Demand Drops 


Chicago, April 8 —lInactivity has 
succeeded the first improvement in the 
market for cast iron pipe which fol- 
lowed immediately on the recent re- 
duction. The several inquiries which 
came out at that time have not been 
followed by others, as had been ex- 
pected, and the market is fairly dull. 
The only inquiry of importance is 
that of Akron, O., for 4600 tons. Bids 
were to be opened April 7 at Virginia, 


Minn., for 300 tons to go into a 
municipal heating system. Bids will 
be opened April 10 at Mitchell, S. 


Dak., on 225 tons. 
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At Standstill 


Is Business in Railroad Steel While 
Price Dispute Continues 


Pittsburgh, April 8—Business_ in 
rails and other steel track equipment 
practically is at a _ standstill await- 
ing some news from Washington with 
regard to the difference of opinion 
that has developed between the rail- 
road administration and the indus- 
trial board as to the new steel prices. 
The hope is expressed in some quar- 
ters that Director General ines 
eventually will be convinced that the 
present prices for rails are as low as 
can be reasonably expected at this 
time and that the requirements of 
the roads under federal domination 
eventually will be placed. In other 
quarters, however, sentiment is not 
sO optimistic and it is said that Mr. 
Hines will not recede from the posi- 
tion he has assumed. It also is be- 
lieved he is keeping his eye closely 
upon the price of billets and blooms 
and that he figures the margin be- 
tween semifinished and finished mate- 
rial is too great. 


Buy Track Fastenings Only 


Chicago, April 8.—Railroad. buying 
is confined almost entirely to track 
fastenings which seem to be urgently 
needed to match maintenance work 
now under way with rails being de- 
livered on old orders. No buying of 
other iron and steel on the part of 
railroads is being done, except the 
placing of a. few scattering orders 
for small lots which has no signi- 
ficance. 


Locomotives Are Placed 


New York, April 8—The American 
Locomotive Co. has received orders 
for 26 locomotives for the South 
Manchuria Railways, and two loco- 
motives for the Kaijima Mining Co., 
China. 
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Copper 
0 RE a eee eee 15.50 
Diab icGwhy ace bdeue chee die ecdelen’ 15.50 
Dl Tite 6badecenechwn oh 000secbetiens 15.50 
Dt Us ceneeh dea thdebe cham sacane 6dnas 15.50 
ee OR Eh EG wh CaS does echoes cupeibeanh ee 15.50 


tUnited States Steel Products Co.’s price to consumers, 


tAmerican Smelting & Refining Co.'s price. 
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TSpot tLead, Spelter Spot 
Straits, New York 8t. Louis Alumi- anti- 
tin basis basis num mony 
72.50 5.25 6.27% 33.00 6.37% 
72.50 5.25 6.37% 33.00 6.37 
72.50 5.25 6.32% 33.00 6.62% 
72.50 5.25 6.32% 33.00 6.75 
72.50 5.25 6.35 33.00 7.00 
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EW YORK, April 8.—Buying of nonferrous 
N metals has been quiet but of a steady trend 

and fair volume for dull times, in the 
past week. Prices have been firm. Copper has not 
been quite so active as at the latter part of March, 
but 15.50¢ has held for early delivery, while metal 
for delivery in August sold around l6c the latter 
part of last week, 

It is reported the U. S&S. Steel Products Co. has 
sold good amounts of tin lately, and as all other 
tin is shut off, restrictions may be lifted by June 
1, according to calculations in the trade. Straits 
for shipment is offered at 50c, New York. 


Spelter has continued its strength, not so much 
on big new business as on gossip of labor trouble 
in the Oklahoma smelters. However, fairly good buy- 
ing was reported the first two days of this week. 


Aluminum in the outside market and from re- 
melters, is stronger, as nearly all virgin resale metal 
has been cleaned up. as well as much of the scrap 
from liberty motor castings. The Aluminum Company 
of America continues its 33c price. Lead has been 
rather quiet, and for the past two days a little 
weak, but the American Smelting & Refining Co. 
holds to 5.25¢, New York, 5c St. Louis, with the 
outside market about the same. Antimony is strong. 

















Steelmakers May Be Called Bac 


Chairman Peek and Railroad Director Hines Again Fail to Get Together on Price 
Controversy—Will Hold Another Conference Thursday- —Full Industrial Board 
Also Again Will Weigh Question at That Time 


ASHINGTON, April 9%.— 
That the steel manufactur- 
ers, particularly rail manu- 


facturers may be called to Washing- 
ton soon to consider further reduc- 
tions of the prices which became ef- 
fective March 21, was regarded as a 
possibility here today. This devel- 
opment suggested itself after Director 
Hines of the railroad admin- 
istration, and Chairman Peek of the 
industrial board of the department 
of commerce, yesterday had failed to 
reach a final the price 
question and had arranged for another 
conference between themselves _to- 
morrow afternoon. Neither Mr. 
Hines or Mr. Peek has disclosed what 
actually transpired at their meeting 
yesterday, but it was firmly believed 


General 


decision on 


neither has receded from their an- 
nounced positions. 

Glenn is Communicated With 
The possibility of the steel men 


being asked to come here again lies 


in the fact that Thomas K. Glenn, 
president of the Atlantic Steel Co., 
member of the industrial board in 


charge of metals, has been in Atlanta 
since Saturday. Word has been sent 
to him but whether it is for his 


(By Special Wire) 


or to come in 
It is assumed, how- 
for 


opinion by wire per- 
son is not clear. 
ever, that he 
the board’s 
row which is scheduled to take place 
Hines and Mr. Peek meet 
the board's 


time 
tomor- 


return in 
meeting 


may 
regular 


before Mr. 
again. It is 
opinion on the question is to be taken 
for Mr. Peek to present to Mr. Hines. 


believed 


If the board agrees to invite the 
steel manufacturers here again which 
is believed to have been Mr. Hines’ 
suggestion, this may be announced 
after Mr. Peek sees the railroad ad- 
ministration head. If it decides not 
to ask the steel men again, the 
matter here will rest with Mr. Hines 


on the point of whether he considers 


the present steel and rail production 
costs as justifying him in_ holding 
out further for lower prices. If the 
steel men do come it is believed they 
will refuse to reconsider the prices 
and this then will again put the ques- 
tion up to the railroad administra- 
tion. The suggestion was made this 
morning that possibly Mr. Hines is 
deliberately trying to hold up the 
steel prices in order that the steel 
industry itself may become impatient 
and break the market, in the belief 
that lower prices on rails and other 


products may result. 
If the railroads are to be turned back 
to private ownership within a_ few 


months, as reports again indicate, it is 
evident the railroad administration will 
not be able to deliver the roads in as 
good condition as they were when 
taken over. The best the administration 
can do will be to deliver to the com- 


panies the funds necessary to meet this 


obligation and perhaps along with the 


funds, contracts for much of the neces 


sary material which must go into recon 


struction of the properties. 


Taking Rails Sparingly 


The railroads are said to be obtain- 


on 
ing deliveries on rails aggregating ap- 
proximately 250.000 tons, or barely 
enough to keep them in operatin 


4 4 ii 
year. This is 


dition until the end of the 
practically admitted by railroad admin 
tration Officials which also gives the 
intimation that the contracts the rail- 
1 ] 


roads now want replaced will carry 


present levels, prices which 


will be lower than four to six 


rhis 


Same relati n 


months from now and later will 


put the railroads in the 


future rail prices as they have been 


} 


y virtue they are now fre- 


ceiving deliveries on cotnracts three 


years old or older 


Hines’ Low Rails Are on Old Contracts 


ASHINGTON, April 8.—The 


conference last Saturday be- 


tween the industrial board 
and officials of the railroad adminis- 
tration developed, after all, to be a 


discussion of steel prices rather than 


of the board’s policies. Secretary 
Glass, who presided over an _ all- 
department session in his office last 


Wednesday, declared “the matter was 
referred to the board for reconsidera- 
tion” and later, when George N. Peek, 
chairman of the board, had added 
the words “with the railroad adminis- 
tration,” Mr. Glass became angry and 
declared Mr. Peek was not authorized 
to add anything to what he had said 
and that what Mr. Peek had added 
was “totally misleading.” It was 
stated today that when the railroad 
administration representatives ap- 
peared before the board Saturday they 


said, “Gentlemen, we are here to dis- 
, 


cuss prices.’ 


That prices were discussed was ad- 
mitted by practically all who attend- 
ed the session. What actually was 


said has, of course, not been officially 
disclosed, but after various phases of 
fully 
ered, the conference lasting five hours 
without interruption, it 
Mr. Peek would confer 
tor General Hines of the railroad ad- 
ministration after his representatives 
had reported back to him. Speaking 
for Mr. Hines were Henry Walters, 
chairman, the Atlantic Coast 
Robert S. Lovett, former 

capital expenditures, railroad 
istration; Henry B. Spencer, director, 
purchases,- railroad administration; C. 
C. McChord, member, interstate com- 
merce commission, and Thomas C. 


the subject had. been consid- 


decided 
Direc- 


was 
with 


Line; 
director, 
admin- 
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Powell, director, capital expenditures, 


who was present also as a member 
of the industrial board. In addition 
tc members of the board was Dr. 
Harry A. Garfield, fuel administrator. 

It was stated after the conference 
that the railroad administration rep- 
resentatives had no figures purporting 
to show costs of producing rails by 
the various manufacturers. They 
based their contention, as during the 
war, upon the statement that the 
prices agreed upon were too high. 
It was reported afterward that they 
had contended railmakers had made 
such enormous profits that they could 
afford to sell rails at less. Whether 
this was actually stated has not been 
confirmed, but the report further said 
the figures as to profits had been 
ziven Mr. Hines when former Direc- 


tor General McAdoo had retired. Mr 
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McAdoo, it was said, came into pos- 
session of the data in his capacity as 
secretary of the treasury under whom 


are the internal revenue tax files. This 


report has been scouted in official 
circles 

Unable to present any cost figures, 
the administration officials were shown 
the federal trade commission’s re- 
ports based on the costs sheets of 
manufacturers They were shown 


that the average cost of rail produc- 


tion today is $47.10 per ton and that 
the United States Steel Corp. sub- 
sidiaries alone can produce under that 
figure, that the Lackawanna Steel 
Co. and the Colorado Fuel & Iron 
Co. can just barely meet the average 
without figuring in overhead fixed 
charges, etce.; and that the Bethle- 


hem Steel Corp. and the Midvale Steel 
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& Ordnance Co. have costs ranging 
much higher than that. It is under- 
stood that the administration offi- 
cials’ attention was called more than 
once to the fact the rail manufac- 
turers have never complained that 
they are now filling contracts for rails 
at an average price of approximately 
$40 per ton. 


Reported Want $2 More 


The newspapers in the past few 
days have been giving the impression 
Mr. Hines said he now was buying 
rails at about $38 per ton. Mr. Hines 
referred only to those contracts which 
were made two or three years ago 
and on which deliveries were held up 
during the war pending production of 
rails and projectiles for the American 


expeditionary forces. His statement 


Board’s Handling of Plan 


ASHINGTON, April 8—The 
W industrial board of the de- 

partment of commerce has 
laid itself criticism 
for its method in handling the price 
Whether the board 
has so 


open to severest 


stabilization plan. 


is right or wrong, its action 


delayed the benefits which may come 


from the scheme that it is apparent 


much of the public’s confidence has 
been lost and with two months hav- 
ing passed since the plan was first 
publicly proposed, the desired effect 


not be as far reaching as advo- 


the plan had first expected. 


may 
cates of 

When the plan was originally sug- 
gested, Redfield 
sieged with questions as to its prac- 
ticability, first, in not being in viola- 
tion of the antitrust laws, and second, 
in having the unqualified support of 
the purchasing depart- 
ments, particularly the railroad admin- 


Secretary was be- 


government 


istration and the navy. Secretary 
Redfield waived these objections aside, 
the first with the assurance there 


would be no violation since the pro- 
posed action was under the authority 
given by congress in creating the de- 
partment of commerce, and the second 
the statement that whatever 
would be “suggested” would 


with 


prices 


meet with the approval of all pur- 
chasing departments. 
Whether accepting the secretary’s 


assurances on these points or whether 
they were to be definitely gone into 
by the industrial board itself, recent 
developments clearly indicate the 
board began at the wrong end of the 
proceedings. Instead of calling in 
industries, and particularly the steel 
manufacturers who intentionally were 
the first to be conferred with, it is 
very clear the board or Secretary Red- 
field, but especially the board, since 
it was to have entire charge of the 
functions entrusted to it, should have 
received positive assurances from 
government buyers that they would 
accept the prices fixed and from the 
department of justice that no laws 
would be violated. 

It is apparent that so far the de- 
partment of justice has simply closed 
its eyes to the action of the board 
in fixing the steel prices and to the 
action of the industry which was taken 
under the more or less definite prom- 
ises of the board. The department of 
commerce’s acting solicitor, Edward T. 
Quigley, a deputy attorney general, 
was present at all the price confer- 
ences and approved the activities lead- 
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apparently was misinterpreted by some 
of the correspondents. 

Officials have declined to state what 
the railroad administration considers 
a fair price for rails but it has been 
learned authoritatively that the rail- 
road organization wants an additional 
cut of $2 from the levels established 
March 21. If this reduction could 
be obtained, it is said, it is believed 
the administration would approve the 
other prices. The suggestion has been 
made that the steel manufacturers 
may be asked to come here again 
and possibly make other concessions, 
but it is doubted they will come and 
if they should they will not consent to 
further cuts. It is pointed out they 
cannot consistently do so without 
admitting they could have gone that 
far in the first place. 


is Criticis 
ticised 

ing up to the price announcement. 
Immediately before the promulgation 
of the new steel schedule, Chairman 
George N. Peek and William M. 
Ritter, a member of the industrial 
board, called upon. Attorney General 
Palmer and G. Carroll Todd, assistant 
attorney general in charge of anti- 
trust cases. No official statement has 
been made of what they said or did 
but announcement by the board was 
taken as a definite indication the de- 
partment had no objections. 


Railroad administration and indus- 
trial board officials both admit to 
newspapermen that T. C. Powell, di- 
rector of capital expenditures. for the 
railroad organization and a member of 
the board, did not approve the steel 
rail prices carried in the announce- 
ment of March 21. These officials 
disagree, however, as to whether he 
approved the other prices, Mr. Powell 
denying that he did. Whether the 
steel men were led to believe Mr. 
Powell did approve all or part of the 
new schedule has not been disclosed, 
but no explanation has been made by 
the board why it announced the rail 
prices as approved when it admits 
they had not been accepted by the 
railroads. 


Dispute Real Purpose of Stable Prices 


ASHINGTON, April 8—Fail- 
W ure of the railroad adminis- 
the steel 


tration to accept 


prices approved by the industrial board 
of the department of commerce on 
March 21 


resulted last week in an 


apparent split in the President’s cab- 
inet and between the heads of the 
various other branches of the govern- 
ment. How permanent the break may 
be remains for future development, 
but it is evident from the attitude of 


different government officials that the 
situation was critical. Cause for the 
dissension is the varied understand- 
ings in the minds of the federal offi- 
cials of what were the objects of the 
price stabilization plan. 
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Whether the differences have caused 
a division of the cabinet into two or 
more camps has not been disclosed, 
but it is definitely known Secretary 
Glass of the treasury department and 
Director General Hines of the railroad 
administration had views directly op- 
posite to those of Secretary Redfield 
of the department of commerce and 
George N. Peek, chairman of the in- 
dustrial board. The question of rail 
and other steel prices seems to be 
secondary to that of whether the in- 
dustrial board has followed the plan 
for industrial stabilization as origin- 
ally outlined. 


Declared Laws Were Violated 


Secretary Glass and Director Hines 
maintain the board fixed prices in 
violation of the general understanding 
of the plan and clearly in violation of 
laws on the subject. They point out 
the plan called for a board to mediate 
the differences between government 
purchasers and manufacturers with 
the price to be fixed only for the gov- 
ernment bodies. The public was to 
benefit by this arrangement as best 
it could. But, in the mind of these 
men, the board deliberately fixed 
prices for the public and not for the 
government agencies and then tried 
to force the prices on the public and 
the government. 

Secretary Redfield and Mr. Peek 
look at the question in a more gen- 
eral way, asserting the problem is 
bigger than merely getting the gov- 
ernment to buy. They say, as they 
have strongly indicated in various 
statements, even those which op- 
ponents of the plan as it has been 
worked out, quote to show the orig- 
inal purpose, that the object was to 
get the nation on its feet industrially 
after having devoted practically its 
entire energy and resources to win- 
ning the war. The prices to result 
from the plan, they declare, should 
be as low as an industry could stand, 
even with the forcing out of business 
temporarily of many of the high cost 


producers. The price determined was 
to keep industry and communities 
thriving so that labor and capital 


might be usefully employed, loans and 
taxes could be raised, and evils of 
idleness driven out. 

The Glass-Hines idea appears to be 
for a free and open market with pub- 
lic demand not to be considered. The 
Redfield-Peek theory is the recogni- 
tion of prices lower than war sched- 
ules and highcr than prewar, with 
further demonstration of patriotism by 
government buyers and others making 
such sacrifices as may be necessary in 
order that markets may be kept active 
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and industry and business may con- 
tinue so as to keep the nation prosper- 


ous and thriving. No one in the 
government is looked upon as de- 
liberately trying to delay national 


readjustment and the ideas advanced 
by either faction seem to be the 
sincere beliefs of each. 

It has been difficult to reconcile Mr. 
Glass’ views to the stabilization plan 
since he claims to have originated the 
plan some time before Secretary Rea- 
field put it into operation. Mr. Glass 
says he urged government depart- 
ments to buy in order that industry 
could be kept in operation. He real- 
ized the necessity of this in order to 
finance the government’s war bills. 
Mr. Hines’ position is a little clearer, 
as he is responsible for the spending 
of millions of dollars of private in- 
vestors and just now is at the point 
when he is faced with the proposition 
of keeping the wolf away from the 
railroads’ door. Both claim the plan 
was to have government departments 
agree through the board with industry 
on prices acceptable all around. And 
both, talking of antitrust laws being 
violated in the steel price agreement, 
apparently overlooked the point that 
government departments 
cannot agree, without violating other 
laws, to accept certain until 
after those prices have been submitted 
under competitive bidding. 


themselves 


prices 


Navy Yet to Award Steel 
at Agreed Prices 


Washington, April 8—Reopening of 
bids April 4 by the bureau of supplies 
and accounts, navy department, for 
20,000 tons of plates, shapes and bars 
and miscellaneous steel for four bat- 
tleships and one fuel ship showed that 
makers put in figures on a basis of 
those recently agreed upon between 
the industrial board of the department 
of commerce and producers. These 
levels were the equivalent of 2.65c, 
2.45c and 2.35c base, Pittsburgh, for 
plates, shapes and bars, respectively, 
although some of them are based 
Pittsburgh, and others are based mills, 
but allowance is made for the Pitts- 
burgh differential. 

The material is to be shipped to the 
navy yards at Charleston, Mass., 
Brooklyn, Portsmouth, Va., and Vallejo 
(Mare Island), Cal. The bids on 
steel for the three eastern yards all 
are as of the Pittsburgh basis, but 
provide for .a flat price delivered. 
Bids on tonnage for Mare Island are 
quoted at mill. This is because most 
of the steel would be carried over 
land grant railroads under which the 
government gets the benefits of lower 
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rates than would be allowed to an 
individual shipper. The total value 
of the proposed navy tonnage is 


about $1,000,000. 

Bidders on either all or part of the 
plates, shapes and include the 
Midvale Stee! & Ordnance Co., the 
Steel Co., the Bethlehem 
Steel Co., the Brier Hill Steel Co., the 
Jones & Laughlin Steel Co.,_ the 
Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co., La- 
Belle Iron Works, Otis Steel Co., the 
Inland Steel Co., the Whitaker- 
Glessner Co., the Alan Wood Iron & 
Steel Co., the Worth Steel Co., the 
Lackawanna Steel Co., the Pacific 
Coast Steel Co., the Phoenix Iron Co., 
with the American Sheet & Tin Plate 
tonnage of 


bars 


Carnegie 


Co., bidding on a small 
different kinds of sheets. 

The tonnage is to be delivered over 
four months and deliveries promised 
prompt to meet re- 


are sufficiently 


quirements. 


Gary Says Rails Can’t be 
Made at Price Sought 
New York, April 8 —Steel rails 
cannot be made by the Steel corpora- 
tion at anything like the prices sug- 
the administration 
and return a the 
present costs according to Judge Gary 
the New York 


gested by railroad 


profit on basis of 


in an interview with 


Tribune. On the contrary, the corpora- 
tion would sustain a heavy loss on 
every ton of rails so sold Judge 
Gary said the latest figures available 
show it cost the corporation about 
$46 per ton to roll bessemer rails 
and about $40 per ton to roll open- 
hearth rails. These costs are figured 


basis of January operating 
The minimum 
upon at the Washing- 


were $45 for bessemer 


on the 
conditions at rail mills. 
prices agreed 
ton conference 
and $47 for open-hearth rails, whereas 
administration wants a 
Judge Gary 
said present rail production costs com- 
$20 to $25 in 1914 
demand sent steel 


He pointed out labor 


the railroads 
price around $30 to $35. 


pare with about 


before the war 


prices soaring 


costs have risen approximately 169 
per cent since 1914 and added that 
about 85 per cent of the cost of mak- 
ing steel products was labor. 
Judge Gary said he had received 
no official intimation from Washing- 
ton regarding any further step to- 


downward revi- 
“the demand 
beginning to 


ward bringing about 
He 


products 


sion of prices. said 


for steel was 
show substantial revival following our 
agreement but devel- 
have resulted 
in confusion in halted 
somewhat the influx of new business.” 


price schedule 


cpments since which 


trade have 








Sudden Check to Foreign Purchases 


Reduced Prices Fail to Bring Out New Business—Industrial Crisis Threatened in Orient 
—France Keeps Up Bars Against American Products—Exporters Show Dis- 
couragement—British Mills Unable to Assure Deliveries 


EW YORK, April 7.—Export 
N ibssiness is practically at a 
The reduced prices 


standstill. 


have failed to stimulate business. 
The foreigners have become more 
convinced than ever that American 
prices quoted have not yet reached 
bottom and they are consequently 
pursuing a policy of delay. The old 
promise of Gio Ansaldo & Co., to 
purchase 150,000 tons of ship steel 


has not materialized, although the basic 
price has practically reached the level 


the Italians were waiting for. This 
may be due to the continued high 
freight rates and also in large part 
to the inability of the Italians to ob- 


tain sufficient credits. The report that 
J. P. Morgan & Co. was inquiring 
for 25,000 tons of pig iron for steel- 
making raised the hope of selling to 


England but there is lacking any 
concrete proof of this. It is also 
understood that the old lot of steel 
rails sold to Russia during the war 
has been unloaded on the Chinese, 
but this is not new business for 
American producers. 

‘Traders are of the opinion that 
the foreign markets are awaiting the 
stimulating influence of peace. Busi- 


ness interests everywhere are urging 
the delegates at Paris to hasten their 
deliberations. On the other hand, 
American exporters continue to in- 
sist that exporting will not pick up 
until the price of plates, shapes, bars, 
etc., reaches 2c per pound. 

Australians have canceled orders for 
wire nails and galvanized sheets, of- 
fering to pay the damages. Lisbon 
purchasers have notified their Amer- 
ican agents to withhold all ship- 
ments of goods for which they have 
let contracts in this country. Spain 
is not. satisfied with the freight 
rates now quoted. The shipping board 
has promulgated a rate of $40 to 
Spain, and of $19.50 to Buenos Aires. 


Buenos Aires is much further away 
than Lisbon, and yet it has the 
lower rate, Sut it is even impos- 


sible to make bookings at the ship- 
ping board rate of $40, because there 
are no available vessels. The con- 
ference lines are demanding $50 a 
ton, and that rate Spain considers 
too high. It is for this reason that 
orders have been issued to hold up 
all shipments for the present. 

The situation in Japan and China 
has assumed alarming proportions. 
One exporter said that these markets 
of the Far East resemble the condi- 
tions in the United States in 1908. 
Within the past few weeks it has 
looked almost like a great industrial 
crisis. Large stocks have been built 
up there, which were purchased at 
high prices. With the decline in 
stock value many of the largest com- 
panies are confronted with bank- 
ruptcy. Prices on steel plates, wire 
rods, etc., today are quoted in Japan 
at one-half or less than two months 


ago. Three months ago ship plates 
in Japan were worth 15c; 60 days 
ago the price dropped to 7.50c, where- 
as today plates are offered at 4c. 
In the face of this declining market, 
the American exporters are finding 
it extremely difficult to obtain orders 
from the Far East. 

Despite this condition many old 
contracts are being fulfilled. These 
shipments are moving forward as 
rapidly as the. space can be obtained. 
One unusual order recently was ob- 
tained. This was for 5000 tons of 
structural bars. Why Japan pur- 
chases these bars is not entirely 
clear, although it is believed that 
ticular work. The shipping situation 
has been improved and now iron and 
steel can be moved westward to Pacif- 
ic ports from Pittsburgh at freight 
rates comparable to the charges via 
New York. The approach to nor- 
mal shipping facilities and rates is 
really tending to glut the Far Eastern 
market with old-contract goods. 

Some tin plate, wire nails and 
bars have been sold to South Amer- 
ica. The largest single order of tin 
plate was for 300 tons, for wire 
nails about. 100 tons, and for bars 
about 600 tons. Numerous other 
smaller orders have been placed. The 
total, however, does not represent 
any great volume of business. Eng- 
land is reported to be quoting under 
the American c.i.f. prices because the 
English ocean rates ‘are lower, but 
the former is unable to guarantee de- 
liveries. This failure to guarantee 
deliveries holds the business up and 
still the American producer fails to 
obtain the orders under any guarantee 
because the prices are not considered 
right, or because the foreigner feels 
inclined to delay. 

Some steel men are of the opinion 
that this holding off of the foreigners 
is for the purpose of obtaining lower 
prices. It is believed that another 
movement will be thade about next 
June or July to break the American 
market. The foreigner reads reports 
of the alleged increase of unemploy- 
ment in the United States and feels 


satisfied that the labor costs will 
come down before long and bring 
down commodity prices accordingly. 


All the prices so far quoted on ex- 
port orders have been identical with 
the new schedule of prices promul- 
gated for the domestic trade. 


A little tin plate has been sold 
to Cuba, North Africa and Spain. 
Within the past month one house 


alone sold 4000 cases of tin plate to 
Spain. The Spanish market has been 
good in comparison, it is said, because 
the government there forbids the ex- 
portation of oil that is not put up 
in tin containers. Some of the sales 
made to interior points in Spain 
have been based upon a price of $7.55 
per case of 90-pound base, f.o.b. New 
York. This, it is acknowledged, is an 
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uhusually good price but some par- 
ticular privileges were granted the 
customers, for instance, payments 
have been accepted in Spain. 

Many of the old Brazilian orders, 
especiaily those for rail equipment, it 
is reported, are being filled at the re- 
duced prices. Chile has an ambitious 


plan for railroad improvement, but 
the matter has reached no further 
than the discussion of means for 


issuing bonds. Denmark is planning 
an enlarged shipbuilding program. 
Italy plans to spend some $360,000,- 
000 in public works. Peru has or- 
ganized a new railway company. 
France offers one of the most dis- 
tressing situations to the American 
exporter because of the refusal of 
the government to permit imports ex- 
cept under license. 


Ore Royalty Tax Bill in 
Minnesota Senate 


The bill to levy a 5 per cent tax 
on royalties paid on ore mined in 
Minnesota has been before the senate 
of that state for action, the bill pre- 
viously having passed the _ house. 
Those who would pay the tax are 
disposed to believe that the senate 
will follow the lead of the house and 
pass the bill. Their chief reliance 
on escaping the tax is the assur- 
ances of their legal representatives 
that the bill, if passed, will be un- 
constitutional. 

Opponents of the measure claim 
the bill introduces a new principle into 
the Minnesota tax system, a princi- 
ple totally at variance with the basic 
law providing that all taxes shall be 
levied uniformly. Royalties are con- 
sidered incomes, and while the state 
has the right to levy a tax on in- 
comes the proposed law, it is charged, 
would discriminate between royalties 
and other forms of incomes. The 
bill affects the entire ore tax situa- 
tion, operators believe, because it 
opens the door to special forms of 
taxation to be applied only to min- 
ing property. The amount of money 
that would be paid into the state 
treasury under the law is estimated 
at $600,000. 

Three royalty bills were introduced 
in the house, one providing a 3 per 
cent tax, another a 50 per cent tax 
and the other, 5 per cent. The 50 
per cent tax was considered too drastic. 

With all the proposed tonnage tax 
bills defeated and out of the way 
for at least two more years. as stated 
in the April 3 issue of Tue Iron Trape 
Review, the operators considered the 
most important battle won, but they 
are watching with considerable inter- 
est the outcome of the fight to tax 
royalties with the’ conviction that 
should the bill be passed and sus- 
tained in the courts it will be fol- 
lowed in time by similar special legis- 
lation aimed at their properties. 

















Fig. 1—Gear and Pinion 


NE of the splendid achieve- 
O ments of the war is that or 

the Emergency Fleet corpora- 
tion under the supervision of which 
526 vessels aggregating 2,983,977 
deadweight tons were built in 1918. 
This record, which is all the more 
remarkable owing to the fact thai 
three years ago the United States 
possessed only limited shipbuilding 
facilities, was achieved as a result oi 
whole-hearted co-operation with the 
shipbuilding program by many manu- 
facturers located in all parts of the 
country, a large number of whom 
had never interested themselves in 
marine work previously. Subdivision 
of effort and standardization put the 


Emergency Fleet program across 
The same applies to the unusual 
achievements of the construction 


branch of the navy during the war, 
which resulted, when the veil of 
secrecy surrounding military opera- 
tions was withdrawn, in revealing the 
fact that the United States possesses 
almost as many destroyers as those 
attached to the great British fleet 


Gear Plant Makes War Record 


How a Milwaukee Manufacturer Organiz- 
ed for Mass Production of Reduction Gear 
Sets for Destroyers and Cargo Boats— 
Extensive Foundry and Shop Facilities 


departments during the period of the war. 


To meet the war demand for turbo 
reduction-gears and other products, 
the Falk Co. built and completely 


equipped two new modern machine 
shops each 175 feet wide and 275 feet 
in length. These shops, which are 
of modern steel and glass construc- 
tion, are especially fitted up for the 
production, assembling and testing of 
high-speed heavy duty gears of all 
sizes and types up to 30,000 horse- 
power. In addition, an extension 
100 x 150 feet was added to the old 
machine shop which was previously 
one of the largest in Milwaukee. 
Various improvements, mostly of a 
subsidiary character, also were made 
in the foundry during the war, with 
the result that the Falk Co.’s capac- 
ity and output has been trebled in 
the past four years. 


Navy's Orders Were Big 
The navy department ordered one 


hundred and eighty-two 28,000-horse- 
power turbo reduction-gears for de- 


and delivered at the rate of one a 
day. When it is considered that the 
contract price for each of these gear 
sets was approximately $40,000, the 
capacity of the Falk Co.’s gear manu- 
facturing facilities may be esimated. 
In addition, as previously stated, the 
Falk Co. has turned out and is still 
producing a large number of turbo 
reduction-gears for standard Emer- 
gency Fleet corporation cargo car- 
riers. Furthermore, as an additional 
contribution to the country’s war 
needs, the foundry and machine shop 
of this company turned out approxi- 
mately 8000 freight car castings for 
overseas railway equipment, frames 
for the artillery tractors of the cater- 
pillar type, steel castings for 10-inch 
and 12-inch railroad gun mounts, 
parts for 3-inch naval gun mounts, 
castings for 6-inch field artillery, cast- 
steel shipyard riveter frames of the 
Hanna type built by the Vulcan Engi- 
neering Sales Co., Chicago, and stem and 


stern frame castings for standard 
Emergency Fleet corporation boats 
built on the 





stroyers from the Falk Co, during Great Lakes. 
the war, and at the period of great- Atthe height 
est military activity these were built of its war 





and far more than those attached 
to the German navy at the height ot 
its now fallen glory. 

Typical among the concerns which 
co-operated in the great task of 
building wp our merchant marine and 
navy is the Falk Co., Milwaukee. 
This company is one of the leading 
specialists in the production of high- 
speed reduction-gear sets for tur- 
bine-driven vessels of all kinds. The 
Falk Co. produces a special type of 
gear under what are known as the 
Wuest patents. These gears are of 
the spiral and herringbone types and 
their design and method of manu- 
facture is controlled by the Falk Co. 
These gears have-a large number of 
applications outside of the marine 
field. They are used extensively for 
_ machine tool drives, street railway 
motors, rolling mill drives and other 
purposes. The Falk Co. manufac- 
tures a large number of products in 
addition to gears and was, therefore, 
in a position to perform a great 
variety of services for the government 


FIG. 2—LARGE SPECIAL JIGS AND FIXTURES ARE NECESSARY FOR MANUFACTURING TURBO 
REDUCTION-GEARS—THIS SHOWS A BORING MILL JIG FOR THE GEAR CASE 
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activities, the Falk Co. employed ap- 
proximately 1400 men. 

Although its work covers a wide 


range of products, the Falk Co. spe- 
cializes on gear manufacture as pre- 
This necessitates the 
complete plant in- 
steel foundry, pat- 
machine shop. 


viously stated. 
operation of a 
cluding a large 


tern shop and 


Furnaces Are Protected from Water 


The foundry, some features of which 
were described in Tue Iron TRrave 
Review June 26, 1913, is equipped with 
one 25-ton and two 18-ton acid open- 


hearth furnaces. The foundry has a 
molding floor area of approximately 
125,000 square feet. -A general view 
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charging platform, which is 
of the customary steel plate con- 
struction, is supported on heavy I- 
beams. It is 34 feet in width and 17 
feet 8 inches in height above the 
foundation slab. In addition to the 
rails for the charging machine, a 
narrow-gage track is laid on the 
platform back of the furnaces for 
the cars carrying the charging boxes. 
The equipped with 
reversing special type 
designed to fit into the rather re- 
stricted space available. .The gas 
valves are of the modified mushroom 
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large furnace is 
valves of a 


type with water seals at both ends 
of their stroke. They also are amply 
water cooled. A hydraulic gear is 
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large size. This illustration shows a 
few of the wires and gaggers which 
are used to hold the mold together 
and to resist the heavy cutting action 
of the fluid steel. It will be noted 
that the sprue, at the left, connects 
with the casting through a bottom- 
pour gate, and in order to insure 
sound metal the casting is provided 
large shrink heads on the 
in the center, making 
seven altogether. The secret of suc- 
cess in work of this sort lies in the 
liberal use of shrink heads and in 
many of the pieces turned out in the 
Falk Co.’s foundry there is as much 
metal in the heads as in the finished 
casting itself. 


with six 
rim and one 





FIG. 3 
of the open-hearth charging floor, 
which is equipped with a modern 


electrically-driven charging machine, 
is shown in Fig. 4. The furnaces 
are arranged to burn either producer 
gas or oil fuel. The former equip- 
ment is held for emergency purposes 
only. Considerable care was neces- 
sary in preparing the foundation for 
the furnaces, owing to the fact that 
water is encountered a few feet be- 
neath the surface of the ground. In 


order to avoid settlement, it was 
necessary to drive about 200 piles 
under the furnaces and to cover the 


piles with a waterproof concrete slab, 
varying from 1% to 8% feet in thick- 
ness. This conerete protection is 
carried up around the sides of the 
furmace regenerators sufficiently high 
to prevent any trouble from seepage. 


AN AISLE IN THE MACHINE SHOP SHOWING SPECIAL GEAR HOBBING 


used to reverse the valves. The 
Falk Co.’s steel melting capacity ex- 
ceeds 200 tons per day. 

A general view of 
floor, showing the 
main traveling and 
cranes is shown in Fig. 5. This il- 
lustration also how the sand 
is cut over for the molders by means 
of an automatic sand cutter furnished 
by the Sand Mixing Machine Co., 
New York. Fig. 6 shows a special 
cut-off saw installed in the Falk 
Co.’s plant for outting heavy risers 
off steel castings. The saw is car- 
ried at the end of a heavy tilting 
arm, the feed being controlled by a 
bevel gear working in connection 
with an wpright lead screw. 

Fig. 7 shows a rough casting for 
a turbine reduction-gear blank of 


the molding 
equipment of 
auxiliary wail 


shows 


MACHINES ON THE LEFT 


To insure smooth running, the turbo 
gears must be dynamically balanced 
to within close limits, and in order 
to accomplish this successfully it is 
necessary for the castings to be un- 
usually thoroughly cleaned. This is 
accomplished in some cases ‘by mount- 
ing the castings on a revolving spin- 
dle on which they are tumbled in 
order to thoroughly clean out <all in- 
pockets, a steel plate shield 
temporarily over the 
this operation. 


terior 
being placed 
casting during 

Shows the Shop Equipment 


One 
chine 


of the aisles in the new ma- 
shop devoted to gear manu- 
facture is shown in Fig. 8 which 
illustrates very clearly the general 
character of the shop structure. It 
will be noted that ample crane equip- 
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FIG. 5—MAIN BAY OF FOUNDRY SHOWING ARRANGEMENT OF CRANES AND SAND CUTTING MACHINE 
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FIG. 6—SPECIAL SAW FOR CUTTING OFF RISERS FROM LARGE CASTINGS. FIG. 7—ROUGH CASTING FOR LARGE GEAR 





FIG. 8—ONE OF THE BAYS IN THE NEW MACHINE SHOP SHOWING BORING MILLS 


built by the Pawling & Har- 
Co., Milwaukee, has been 
provided. The Falk Co, makes gears 
25 feet or more in diameter. For 
handling such large work extra heavy 
boring mills are required. Some ot 
the largest boring mills in the Middle 
West are installed in the Falk Co.'s 
shop. A _ battery of these mills is 
shown at the left in Fig. 8. 

The special gear-cutting machines 
shown at the left in Fig. 3 consti- 


ment, 
nischfeger 
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tute a most important part of the 
machine shop equipment. These ma- 
chines which were designed and built 
by the Falk Co., are specially con- 
structed for cutting spiral and her- 
ringbone gears of the Wuest type 
by the application of the hobbing 
principle. Many of these machines 
are provided with two cutting heads 
which makes it possible to work on 
both sides of a large gear at once 
thus reducing the machining time to 
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half of what it had been formerly. 

The machines operate rapidly and 
the cutters are flooded with crude 
oil when they are in action. Success 
in the manufacture of fine high speed 
heavy duty gears depends on laying 
stress on accuracy and first-class 
workmanship rather than on speed. 
The special machines. used by the 
Falk Co. are designed primarily to 
work to practically negligible toler- 
ances in order that the _ resulting 


FIG. 9—APPARATUS FOR TESTING’ REDUCTION GEARS UNDER FULL LOAD TOOTH PRESSURE BY MEANS OF A STRAINED SHAFT 
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tooth contours may be accurate and 
the tooth pressure uniform at all 
points when the gear is in operation. 

Some idea of the expensive spe- 
cial equipment which must be pro- 
vided for the manufacture of reduc- 
tion-gear sets for cargo boats and 
destroyers on a large scale is con- 
veyed by Fig. 2 which shows a 
boring mill jig in which the gear- 
case casting is placed for boring 
operations. The mill is of the hori- 
zontal, two-spindle type; the jig is 
arranged so that the various main 
shaft holes can be bored at one set- 
ting. The jig carrying the work, it 
will be noted, is mounted on a travel- 
ing table which makes it easy to lo- 
cate the work in front of the boring 
bars. 


Uses Its Own Gear Drives 


The Falk Co. has applied its gear 
drives to several of its own machine 
tools with satisfactory results. Fig. 
11 shows how a 50-horsepower motor 
is geared through a Wuest herring- 
bone drive to a 10-foot Niles planer. 
This planer has a stroke of 25 feet. 
The motor, which was built by the 
Allis-Chalmers Mifig. Co., operates 
at a speed range of from 250 to 1000 
revolutions per minute under push 
button control, the motor being rated 
at 190 amperes, 220 volts. 

Some idea of the amount of fine 
machine work required in the con- 
struction of a heavy duty marine 
type turbo gear-reduction is indicated 
by Fig. 12 which shows one of these 
sets with the cover removed. The 
gear set finished with the cover in 
place is shown in Fig. 10. It will 


be noted there are two pinion shafts 
for connection with the turbine, the 
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10—COMPLETED REDUCTION GEAR UNIT 
FOR DESTROYERS 


FIG. 


slow moving tail shaft leading to the 


propeller coming out of the center 
of the gear set. 
Before these gears are delivered 


they must be thoroughly run in to 
make it certain that all of the parts 
work properly in their relations to 
one another. Finally before leaving 
the shop they must be tested under 
full-load conditions. Inasmuch as a 
gear set similar to that shown in Fig. 
10 for torpedo boat destroyers trans- 
mits 28,000 horsepower, the problem 
of full load testing is a difficult one 
to surmount in the shop. It is ob- 
viously impracticable to draw that 
amount of power intermittently from 
any ordinary central station. In ad- 
dition, the problem of designing a 
rheostat to absorb such a tremendous 
flow of energy would be exceedingly 
serious. All of these difficulties have 
been overcome by the special testing 
block developed by the Falk Co. and 
illustrated in Fig. 9. As this illustra- 
tion indicates, the gears are mounted 


in pairs for testing purposes, witn 
their corresponding pinions connect- 
ed by a small shaft S. This shaft 


terminates in the heavy coupling C. 





951 


is started, the shaft 
is twisted by means of a_ heavy 
wrench fitted to the coupling, A 
known force is applied to the wrench 
thus giving the shaft a definite strain. 


Before the test 


With the shaft still in the strained 
condition, the coupling is securely 
bolted together. Then when the 


wrench is removed the shaft springs 
back of its own accord creating a 
tooth pressure between the gear and 
the pinion equivalent to that ob- 
tained under full load operating con- 
ditions. This tooth pressure can, of 
course, be readily computed by ordi- 
mary mechanics, the force applied tu 
the wrench and elasticity of the shaft 
being known quantities. 


Gears Are Tested by Motors 


With their teeth under pressure as 


described the gears are tested by 
means of a motor connected to the 
main shaft. This motor is shown at 
the right in Fig. 9. This illustration 


also shows the elaborate 
provided for properly lubricating these 
high-speed they are 
in action. 


The Falk Co. was organized in 1895 


arrangement 


gear sets when 


by Herman W. Falk, its president, 
and Emanuel A. Wurster, secretary- 
treasurer. Originally the company 
engaged in the busines of cast-weld- 


ing street railway track joints. Gen- 
eral Otto H. Falk, now president 
of the Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., joined 
the firm in 1899. The company be- 
an to specialize on the manufacture 
of gears at an early date through the 
purchase of the Western Gear Co. 
soon after the Spanish-American war. 


The gears at first were made of 
malleable cast iron. Steel was sub- 
stituted later and this led to the 








FIG. 11—HERRINGBONE GEAR DRIVE ON HEAVY REVERSING MOTOR-DRIVEN PLANER. FIG. 12—REDUCTION GEAR WITH 


COVER REMOVED SHOWING CONSTRUCTION 
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construction of the large steel foundry 
now operated by the Falk Co. ‘ihe 
first heat of steel was poured in 


the foundry on April 5, 1900. 


Organizes New Chapter 


Another chapter of the American 
Steel Treaters’ society with headquar- 
ters in Chicago was installed recently 
The officers selected 
were George W. Pressell, metallurgist 
Haughton & Co., Philadelphia, chair- 
man, and Arthur L. Collins, metallurgist 


at Philadelphia. 


Atlas Ball Co., Philadelphia, secretary 
and treasurer. At the evening meeting 
at the Bellevue-Stratford hotel, 250 at- 


tended and were addressed by the busi- 
ness manager of the society, W. H. 
Eisenman of Chicago. His subject was 
“Heat Treatment: Its Past, Present and 
Future.” 


At present the society has chapters 
in Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Phila- 
delphia and Milwaukee with several 
more in the process of organization. 


The officers of the recently organized 
Milwaukee chapter are G. Walter Esau, 


president Modern Steel Treating Co., 
chairman, and C. I. Wesley, secretary 
Wesley Steel Treating Co., secretary 


and treasurer. 


Book Review 


American Methods in Foreign Trade, 
by George C. Vedder; cloth; 204 pages, 
54% x 8% inches; published by the 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., and fur- 
nished by Tue Iron Trape Review for 
$2 net. 

With the end of the great Euro- 
pean war, economic questions which were 
submerged during the struggle once 
more appear above the surface 
things. “American Methods in Foreign 
Trade” treats of one of the most im- 
portant of these. With the idea of 
clearing the field of undesirable methods 
by showing “how not to do it,” the 
author begins his discussion by a de- 
scription Germany's methods of 
building up foreign trade. The chief 
weaknesses in the German system are 
shown to consist in the wunderhand 
practices employed jin building up trade 
and in the unreliability of goods used 
in carrying it on. Such methods, al- 
though temporarily successful, are fore- 
doomed to failure. 

The author then proceeds to explain 
the methods best adapted to American 
foreign trade. The Webb-Pomerene 
law, being inconsistent. with the Sher- 
man law, is considered a mistake and 
he forecasts that one or the other will 
have to go. “That two measures so 
contradictory morally can long remain 
on the books and be effective, is in- 
credible.” Combinations to further ex- 
port trade are not new, but in the 
past they have generally been a grad- 


of 


of 
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ual growth and loosely bound together. 
“It is probable that most of the suc- 
cessful combinations of non-competing 
manufacturers are those which center 
around the activities of export selling 
agents. . . . Such loosely held combina- 
tions have a flexibility that the formally 
organized export companies lack and 
they may be built up gradually, as op- 
portunities to take on new lines pre- 
sent themselves, without the necessity 
of undue risk to amyone concerned.” 
The export selling agent as a 
medium between the manufacturer 
and foreign buyers is discussed as are 
also the export manager and export 
department. The advantages and dis- 
advantages of the systems are ex- 
plained and the author leans to the 
opinion that the manager at the head 
of a department forming part of the 
company organization will in all prob- 
ability give better and more loyal 
service than the agent whose efforts 
are divided among his various clients. 
The remainder of the book is de- 
voted to a discussion of the various 
phases of foreign trade and to the 
many outside elements which have a 
direct bearing on it. Marketing as op- 
posed to merchandising, setting of 
export prices, advertising and selling 
methods, the use of foreign credits, 
the effect of a protective tariff, the use 
of a national trade mark, foreign in- 


vestments, all these questions and 


others are examined and discussed. 
The final chapter explains the ele- 
ments in German competition and 


shows why they need not be feared. 


Protects Pipe Threads 


A new thread protector recently 
designed to protect threads on pipe 
during shipment or during manufac- 
turing operations, it is claimed, can be 
put in place by hand so tight that a 
hammer or wrench is required to re- 
move it. It is made of cold-rolled 


material and although very light is 
said to possess sufficient strength to 
thoroughly protect the threaded pipe 











THREAD PROTECTOR FOR PREVENTING 


THREAD BRUISES 


PIPE 
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ends from bruises when the pipe is 


roughly handled. A_ reinforced 
flanged end, shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration, protects the end of 
the pipe as well as the threaded por- 
tion and prevents the protector from 
running up too far on the threads. 
It is stated also that the protector is 
equally effective on dry and oiled 
threads and will not become loose 
and fall off while the pipe is in transit. 
This device is manufactured in va- 
rious sizes by the Gyrovise Co., Cleve- 
land. 


Society Organizes 


Organization of the recently formed 
Pittsburgh district chapter of the Steel 
Treating Research society was com- 
pleted at a meeting held in the Union 
Arcade auditorium, Pittsburgh. The 
meeting resulted in the selection of 
the following officers: Chairman, W. 
H. Phillips, of the R. D. Nuttall Co., 
Pittsburgh, and secretary and treas- 
urer, A. W. Peterson, editor of the 
Blast Furnace and Steel Plant. The 
executive committee comprises those 
men and C. D. Lynch of the Westinz- 
house Electric & Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh; 
H. E. Walters of the Lincoln Foundry 
Co.; Charles M. Johnson of the Cru- 
cible Steel Co., Pittsburgh; H. P. 
Tieman of the Carnegie Steel Co., 
Pittsburgh; G. D. Chamberlain of the 
Heppenstall Forge & Knife Co., Pitts- 
burgh. 

This chapter, which is a branch o: 
the Detroit organization, proposes to 
hold monthly meetings, the selection 
of the night to be determined by the 
executive committee. At these meet- 
ings papers bearing on metallurgy and 
heat treating will be presented and 
discussed. At the conclusion of the 
business at this recent meeting, 
Dr. George W. Sargent, of the Cru- 
cible Steel Co. of America, gave a 
brief talk outlining some of his experi- 
ences while connected with the ord- 
nance department at Washington. 


Safety Week Planned 


Announcement has been made that 
the National Safety council will hold 
its annual convention in Cleveland the 
week of Sept. 9, which will be known 
as “Safety Week.” At least 3000 
safety officials from all parts of the 
country are expected to attend. Ar- 
rangements for the meeting are in 
charge of the Northern Ohio Safety 
council, of which S. W. Tener of the 
American Steel & Wire Co., Cleve- 
land, is president and Alexander C. 
Brown, of the Brown Hoisting Ma- 
chinery Co. and C. E. Pettibone of 
Pickands, Mather & Co., are vice 
presidents. 














THE MOTOR, WEIGHING 300 
TONS, HAS THREE AR- 
MATURES 















ritish Experts 
uild 20,000 


orsepower 


Mill Motor 


BY JOSEPH HORTON 
(British Correspondent of The Iron 
Trade Review) 


RITISH electrical engineers are 

engaged actively at present in 

designing and building power 
equipment for enlarged steel plants. pro- 
The latest and largest mechanism built gram 
for the manipulation of heavy machin- for ex- 
ery is a 20,000 brake horsepower, di- pansion 
rect-current, rolling-mill motor, re- calls for 
cently constructed by the Siemens two other 
Bros. Dynamo Works, Ltd., at their motors of 
Stafford factory. The firm has spe- the same capac- 
cialized on reversing gear for the ity. It Will be 
driving of cogging mills and other readily understood 
large machinery on the Ilgner method. that the demand for driving cur- 


generat- 
ing elec 
tricity, and 
power will 
be generated by 
means ol Six 
or seven alterna- 
tors, each driven 
by its own gas 


engine The adop 





tion of this type 


In 1911 the firm built what was then rent is exceptional and that the ordi- of motor is considered evi 
the largest motor in England, having nary installation is incapable of sup- dence of the superiority of the Ilgner 
a capacity of 12,000 horsepower, and plying it. The steel plant in question, system, which provides for not only the 


now has constructed what it claims to however, is able to make large use of reversing of the rolls, but insures .com- 
be the most powerful motor in the the gas from its blast furnaces in plete and constant economy and ‘the -re- 
British empire. The mo- 
tor is to be employed in 
driving a 36-inch cog- 
ging mill at a large 
British plant and it 

is understood that 
this company’s 





THIS 20,000-HORSEPOWER MOTOR COULD DRIVE A MODERN BATTLESHIP 
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cuperation of power in readiness for the 
special stresses involved in the roll- 
ing of steel ingots weighing 5 tons 
or more. 


Current Taken Continuously 


The Ilgner system was invented by 
a German and introduced into Great 
Britain seven or eight years ago. The 


system enables current to be taken 
continuously and stored, so that it 
can be used intermittently. As engi- 


neers know, the driving of a heavy 
cogging mill calls for maximum power 
during the first passes of the 5-ton 
The rolls are 36 inches in 
diameter, and therefore have a cir- 
cumference of about 10 feet. The 
first pass of the ingot does not take 
more than half of this revolution. 
In the interval between the passes and 
in the process of reversing, energy is 
recuperated and_ stored. Probably 
each of the first 10 passes does not 
take more than two seconds. 

The equalization of energy is large- 
ly secured by the size of the fly- 
wheel, which weighs about 10 tons, 
and develops a circumferential speed 
of 24,000 feet per minute, or a mileage 
per hour of not less than 250. Every 
pause in the actual rolling adds to 
the accumulation of energy. Naturally 
the strain upon the mill is reduced 
as the ingot is thinned down, so that 


ingot. 
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it is much less severe as the length 
increases. 


The operation of 
about two seconds. 
course, does not reverse, but turns 
continuously in one direction. It is, 
however, coupled to the continuous- 
rvnning motor, which supplies it stead- 
ily with energy. It gives out its en- 
ergy by driving the generator, which 
in its turn supplies current to the re- 
versing motor. The generator is of 
the direct-current type, and it is by 
reversing the field magnets of the 
generator that the motor is made to 
reverse. 


It appears that the Ilgner system 
has been in general use on the con- 
tinent for some time and the general 
trend of manufacture in Great Britain 
is toward its adoption. Nearly all the 
big steel works are either installing 
such a system or have the matter 
under consideration. The same prin- 
ciple can be adopted for brass and 
copper rolling, and Messrs. Siemens 
have already installed three smaller 
plants in Birmingham, all of which 
have been working successfully during 
the war, making cartridge metal. 

The peculiar demands of heavy mill 
work for power to withstand inter- 
mittent strains have served to in- 
crease the popularity of the Ilgner 
system. The system also seems to 


reversal takes 
The flywheel, of 
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be especially suitable for the manufac- 
ture of steel rails and girders. It is 
estimated that with equal power in 
a given time an electrically-driven mo- 
tor applied to a reversing mill will 
give 25 per cent more passes through 
the rolls than a steam-driven machine, 
owing to the time saved in the proc- 
ess of reversal. 


Motor Develops Great Horsepower 


The motor has three sets of field 
magnets, three separate armature 
cores and also three commutators. 
It is built on an unusually large 
strong steel shaft and is completely 
enclosed, being kept cool by forced 
draft. It is constructed for 440 volts 
on each armature, all of which are in 
series, making a total voltage of 1320. 
The total weight of the motor is 
300 tons. 


As indicating the exceptional power 
of the motor, it would be sufficient 
to drive a modern battleship. The 
average express locomotive during a 
two-hour run at high speed develops 
about 300 horsepower, or about one- 
seventh of the power of the Siemens 
motor. 

Some time ago the Siemens firm 
was reorganized with a view to th: 
complete elimination of the German 
element, and recently an alliance was 
entered into with two large and well- 





COGGING MILL WITH MOTOR HOUSE AS SEEN FROM ROLLER’S PULPIT 
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known British firms, Dick, Kerr & 
Co., ‘and Williams & Robinson, of 
Rugby. 





New Alloy Lowers Melting 
Point of Steel 


_An alloy the chief chemical content 
of which is tungsten and the chief func- 
tion of which is to lower the melting 
point of steel is claimed to have been 
developed by Dr. A. Pacz, of Cleve- 
land. Dr. Pacz is chief of the filament 
laboratory of the National Lamp Works, 
Nela Park Cleveland, and it was in their 
laboratory that he conducted his ex- 
periments and attained the results which 
now makes possible this announcement. 

By the addition of from 1 to 2 per 
cent of the tungsten alloy to a melt of 
high speed steel, Dr. Pacz claims to 
be able to reduce the melting point from 
150 to 200 degrees Cent. Where the 
melting point is as high as 1488 de- 
grees, he states he has lowered it to 
1325 degrees Cent. by the use of this 
alloy, the exact composition of which 
has not been announced. 

Due to his research in tungsten in 
connection with electric lamp filaments, 
Dr. Pacz was familiar with its amaz- 
ing ductility. When he was unable 
to obtain forged tool-steel billets on 
account of-the heavy demand during 
the latter days of the war, for some 
experiments he had under way, he was 
struck with the idea of adding a spe- 
cial alloy to ordinary high-speed steel. 
He then set about to develop a tool 
steel that could be cast without defects 
such as blow holes, pipings, etc. His 
success was beyond his expectations. 
The molten metal was so fluid that in 
casting tools such as milling cutters, 
every corner of the mold was filled out 
and the resultant cutters required but 
little grinding to fit them for use. All 
the tools, including bits, lathe and planer 
tools, etc., produced in the Nela Park 
laboratory, show the beneficial effects 
of this alloy. 

Satisfactory results were obtained by 
using the new alloy in melts of either 
high-speed steel ingots or high-speed 
steel scrap. Experiments were conduct- 
ed with a small electric furnace which 
held only about 11 pounds of metal. 
After the small castings were made, 
they were heat-treated in an ordinary 
gas-fired laboratory furnace. 


Sheet Punch is Powerful 


A recently-designed hand punch for 
punching sheet metal is claimed to 
have unusual punching power for a 
small tool. It is claimed that a 
#i-inch hole may be punched in a No. 
16 plate with comparative ease. The 
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tool is operated by a lever which is 
attached to the frame by a pair of 
links. These links are so designed 
that the maximum pressure is trans- 
mitted to the punch as it starts 
through the metal. Since at this point 
the force is given to the punch in a 
straight line, the pressure exerted on 
the metal continues to be a minimum 
until the operation is completed. The 
ratio of the operating lever to the 
punching force is 48 to 1. The claim 
is made that with this type of punch 
much time can be saved in changing 
punches because of the simplicity and 
ease offered in making the change. 
The punches and dies are made in 
sizes from %-inch to @#i-inch. The 
Parker Supply Co., New York, is the 
manufacturer of this tool. 


Efficient Labor Reduces 
Operating Costs 


A reduced scale of wages is not 
indispensable to the resumption of 
building activity in the opinion of 
Morton Chase Tuttle, general manager 
of the Aberthaw Construction Co., 
Boston. Mr. Tuttle for more than a 
year was production manager for the 
Emergency Fleet corporation and 
bases his judgment on recent inves- 
tigations of large construction enter- 
prises, supplemented by studies car- 
ried out under his direction by the 
Aberthaw Construction Co. These in- 
dicate that increased efficiency of labor 
is bringing down costs even while 
wages remain at existing altitudes. 

“In the course of viewing numerous 
undertakings associated with interests 
of the government,” said Mr. Tuttle 
recently, “I was impressed to find the 
statement made that operating costs 
were showing a noticeable decline. 
This was attributed to the increased 
efficiency of the labor force, due to 
the opportunity for weeding out the 
inefficient and to the desire of all 
members of the force to retain their 
positions. 

“Owing to inadequate cost systems 
it was impossible to check the state- 
ment by actual figures, and I there- 
fore asked my own company to make 
out the cost of any one process in 
an operation continued over a period 
of several weeks. That which was 
selected was a piece of concrete work; 
the costs studied were those for the 
common labor employed from Jan. 7 
to Feb. 4. During this period the 
wage scale remained unaltered, but 
the personnel of the force underwent 
frequent changes. 

“A graph of the labor cost of the 
work during the period, shows a sharp 
decline from day to day. On Feb. 
4 these costs were 50 per cent less 
per unit than were those of Jan. 7. 
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This implies that there is increased 
opportunity for selecting men of the 
right type and an increased’ eagerness 
on the men’s part to make good. Any- 
one experienced in handling workmen 
knows the difference in output be- 
tween the cheerful capable man, anx- 
ious to hold his place, and the one 
who is disgruntled and conscious that 
he can obtain employment elsewhere 
the moment he drops his present posi- 
tion.” 


Poland Offers Trade 


The Polish National Department, 
with headquarters in New York City, 
has established a commercial and in- 
dustrial bureau to aid in establishing 
commercial connections between the 
United States and Poland. The bu- 
reau will forward to any manufacturer 
information concerning trade condi- 
tions and business possibilities in 
Poland. Literature sent out by the 
department declares that it is to the 
interests of the allies that Poland be 
given immediate assistance to supply 
the needs of its people and to create 
a strong war against German expzen- 
sion in the East. American manufac- 
turers are said to have a favorable 
field in Poland for the export of 
their products. 


Heat Treats Tie Plate 


The Illinois Steel Co., after 
years’ experimenting in actual service 
under heavy railroad traffic, is putting 
on the market a high-carbon open- 
hearth tie plate in place of the ordi- 
nary type of soft steel plate. These 
plates are sheared and punched at 
annealing heat and are allowed to 
cool slowly in special steel boxes, 
which gives a partial annealing effect. 
They are designed for use on ,rail- 
roads at points where traffic condi- 
tions are most severe. 


two 


Has Great Water Power 


According to statistics prepared for 
a proposed water power congress at 
Lyons, France, in September, 1914, 
the water power at that time employed 
in France was 750,000 horsepower of 
which 350,000 was for distribution and 
400,000 for direct utilization by electro- 
chemical and electrometallurgical indus- 
tries. 

Later figures, published in La Metal- 
lurgie show that 565,000 horsepower are 
in employment or the necessary works 
are in course of construction. Of this 
total, 120,009 horsepower was made 
available in 1917 and 330,000. horsepower 
was available at the close of 1918. The 
remainder will be available in 1920 or 
1921. 
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Handling Orders in Steel Plants 


Approved Methods by Which Purchase Requisitions Are Received, Recorded and Ex- 
ecuted Are Outlined in Detail—How Rolling Schedules Are Made Up— 
System Varies in Accordance With Size of Producer 


HE receipt and distribution of 
orders in a large steel corpora- 
tion, possessing subsidiaries or 

branch plants, differs materially from 
the system involved where the order 
department is located within the 
boundaries of, and in close persona! 
touch with each department of a 
single operating plant. 

In the former instance, the orders 
usually are received through a branch 
sales office, where they are secured by 
the sales representative from the cus- 
tomer; or they are received directly 
by the general sales department. At 
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the main office of the company, after 
all requirements, specifications, etc., 
are noted by the general sales man- 
ager, the purchase requisitions or 
orders are turned over to the chief 
order clerk. The latter considers 
these with regard to their production 
and shipping requirements. He then 
consults his plant operating schedules 
and communicates with the chief order 
clerk of the department or plant in 
which the order is to be placed for 
execution. In this way he determines 
if conditions justify the acceptance 
and fulfillment of the order. If the 


information obtained is favorable to 
the execution of the order and all 
requirements can be met, the customer 
is so notified. The customer is ad- 
vised directly by the general sales 
department or the information is com- 
municated to the district sales office 
through which the order originated. 
The latter then conveys this advice to 
the customer. 

If the order is accepted, a typed 
copy is made from the customer's 
purchase requisition. The latter then 
is filed away. A copy is mailed to all 
concerned, the order department re- 
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Pcs. Description Size We. Lt. For Shipped 
AON, PERE ae Capes is ste wal we Approved 
ters Sie ee 
GENERAL FORM USED FOR DRAWING UP MILL SCHEDULE 
taining thé original record. This is required to be in close touch with record of stock and a record of stock 


record usually shows the customer's 
order and invoice number, the manu- 
facturer’s order number, the name and 
address of customer, the routing and 
shipping requirements, amount, de- 
scription, size, length and: weight of 
material and the date of delivery re- 
quired. In the plant order depart- 
ment is maintained an order or sched- 
ule clerk for each respective operating 
department. If mill conditions justify 
the consolidation of two or more de- 
partments for the scheduling and 
keeping of order, production and ship- 
ping records, it is sometimes arranged 


all operations in his department at all 
times to secure, from the physical in- 
ventories of raw finished stock which 
supplied him by the 
department and also from the produc- 
and definite 
knowledge of the amount of stock on 
hand. 

He this 
a stock record sheet, so that by re- 
ferring to this record he can tell at 
a glance the amount of raw stock on 
hand for rolling purposes the 
amount of finished stock which is 
available for shipment. The order or 


are production 


tion shipping records, a 


then enters information on 


and 


applicable to certain orders. 
This 


chief order clerk who can readily 


the 


de- 


information he passes to 
termine if shipment can be made from 
finished stock or, if casting and rolling 
is required, the earliest date this can 


be executed in part or wholly. The 
chief order clerk then is in a position 
to give the customer the desired in 


the 
All casting and roll- 


to when shipment 


will go forward. 


formation as 


ing or other operations are scheduled 
this 
receipt of orders and their importance 


from information. Priority of 


are given consideration in the make-up 

















for one clerk to handle all details. He schedule clerk should keep a transient of all weekly schedules. The latter 
Purchase Order 
The JONES STEEL Co. 
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| a RE yey Oe Important—Put this number 
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You are hereby authorized to furnish 
the above articles described; if you 
can not, please advise us at once. 





(Purchasing Agent) 
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shows customer’s name, address, the 
description, size, length, and weight 
of matcrial, the order number, and the 
date when the order is to pass 
through, the operations specified and 
the shipping promise. If mill, stock 
or other conditions, prohibit the man- 
ufacture and shipment of the order as 
per schedule the customer is notified 
at once and the disposition of order 
is advised. After a schedule is made 
up, it is essential that it should be 
maintained in all possible cases. All 
stock records, shipping reports, prod- 
uct reports, weekly schedules and 
orders should be typed on forms suit- 
able for the purpose. All information 
entered against these records such as 
shipment made, stock applicable or 
reserved for certain orders, production 
reports, etc., should be recorded and 
filed away by order, numerical, or 


THE IRON TRADE REVIEW 


grade methods and kept within access 
of all interested parties. It is neces- 
sary to the order department to have 
the full co-operation of the produc- 
tion and shipping departments. In 
many cases good results can bé ob- 
tained trom consolidating the order 
and shipping departments, especially 
in a small plant. 

When the plant operates as a single 
unit and does not have branch plants 
in other localities, the main order de- 
partment usually is located in the gen- 
eral office in close touch with the 
sales department. The schedule 
clerks, however, are maintained at the 
mill office, so as to be in constant 
touch with operations and but one 
chief order clerk is needed. All 
orders are handled in the same gen- 
eral manner as previously described. 
If a number of separate branch plants 
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are operated in different localities, a 
chief order clerk for each is required, 
who should be under the direction or 
supervision of a general chief order 
clerk or assistant sales manager lo- 
cated in the general office. It is. 
sometimes necessary to employ the 
services of a stock chaser to assist 
the department schedule clerk in ex- 
pediting raw stock to the mills for 
operation, as stock conditions fre- 
quently interfere with mill operations 
and break up the schedule. This is 
especially true in a sheet mill which 
receives its supply of steel from a 
sheet bar mill in another locality and 
the sheet mill schedule or order clerk 
does not have time to familiarize him- 
self with rolling conditions in the 
latter plant. The order clerk should 
see that all raw stock ordered is 
received on time. 


Native Ore Fields Below Canada’s Needs 


N account of the known iron 
A resources of Canada, supple- 
mented by a description of the 
Wabana iron mines in Newfoundland, 
is given in a report entitled “Iron 
Ore Occurrences in Canada,” com- 
piled by E. Lindeman and L. L. Bol- 
ton, with an introduction by A. H. A. 
Robinson, and issued by the mines 
branch, department of mines. 

Iron ore was discovered in Can- 
ada in 1667 and in 1733 the Canad- 
ian iron industry was born in the 
form of a single forge. In 1737 the 
industry was represented by a group 
of forges at Three Rivers, Que., which 
remained in active operation almost 
continuously until 1882, being at that 
time the oldest active iron producers 
in America. The growth of the in- 
dustry was slow until 1896. 


Sufficient ore was available locally 
to meet all the demands of the early 
smelting plants. Since then the pro- 
duction of native iron ores has not 
kept pace with consumption. It fell 
so far behind in 1917 that the total 
production in Canada was only 9.7 
per cent of the total amount smelt- 
ed. The ore charged to Canadian 
blast furnaces increased in quantity 
from 142,860 tons in 1896 to 2,176,292 
tons in 1917, of which 92,065 tons 
were of domestic origin and 2,084,231 
tons were imported. The imported 
ore included 874,134 tons from New- 
foundland and 1,210,097 tons of lake 


ore. 

The ratio of Canadian production 
to ore charged has been steadily de- 
clining with the growth of the indus- 
try. This has not been due to lack 
of iron ore in Canada, but to the 


fact that native ores need preliminary 
treatment to make them suitable for 
economic smelting. 

Practically all the imported ores 
come from Wabana, Newfoundland, or 
from the Lake Superior iron ranges 
in the United States. The Wabana 
ore, on which the Nova Scotia iron 
and steel industry is based, is owned 
and mined by Canadian companies for 
use in their own furnaces. 


Negligible Quantity in British Columbia 


In reference to the situation in 
British Columbia the report says that 
up to the present the production of 
iron ore there has been an almost 
negligible quantity, due not so much 
to the lack of ore as to the lack of 
a market for the latter. The differ- 
ent varieties of ore found in British 
Columbia include magnetites, hema- 
tites, limonite or bog ores and clay 
ironstones. The most important of 
the known ore bodies are a series 
of magnetite deposits which occur on 
the islands along the coast. The iron 
content is variable, ranging from 45 
to 65 per cent. Phosphorus is often 
below the bessemer limit; on the 
other hand, sulphur is usually so high 
that the ore would require prelim- 
inary roasting to render it suitable 
for economic smelting. The coast 
magnetites are capable of producing 
a gocd merchantable pig iron and 
can be mined easily and cheaply. 

No iron ore deposits of sufficient 
size and quality to make them of 
commercial importance have been 
found in the Middle West provinces, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 


There are, however, very large areas 
unprospected in which iron ores may 
be discovered. 

The report gives a table showing 
that the total production of iron ores 
in Ontario from 1869 to 1916 amount- 
ed to 4,349,144 tons, the largest total 
production in any of the Canadian 
provinces. This table shows that the 
percentage of Ontario ore used in 
Ontario blast furnaces is declining. 
Previous to 1889, all the ore mined 
in Ontario was exported to the Unit- 
ed States with the exception of such 
small quantities as were used in the 
earlier attempts at iron smelting. 
From 1889 to 1895, both years inclu- 
sive, production ceased entirely. About 
1896, a system of bounties inaugurat- 
ed by federal and provincial govern- 
ments to encourage the manufacture 
of iron and steel from native ores 
stimulated the industry. Blast fur- 
maces were erected at various points 
in the provinces. Strenuous efforts 
were made to use Ontario ores as 
far as possible and thus obtain the 
liberal bounties offered. In eastern 
Ontario old mines were reopened and 
for a time ore was shipped in small 
quantities. The quality of most of 
it was poor and the mines have again 
lapsed into idleness. 


The only large body of ore of good 
quality yet discovered in Ontario is 
that at the Helen mine. Since 1899, 
owing principally to the output of the 
Helen mine the iron ore production 
has averaged in the neighborhood 
of 220,000 tons per annum, and 
reached a maximum in 1913 when 
394,054 tons were produced. This, 
however, is far below the amount of 
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ore used annually in the production 
of pig iron, and the proportion of 
native ore used in Ontario blast fur- 
maces is “disappointingly small.” 
Nova Scotia, next to Ontario, has 
to its credit the largest aggregate 
output of iron ore of any province 
in the Dominion. Recently with the 
exhatistion of the workable deposits 
of better grade ore, production has 
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declined until now it has reached the 
vanishing point. The extensive de- 
velopment of the Wabana iron ore 
field in Newfoundland, and the ease 
and economy with which Nova Scotia 
furnaces can obtain a supply of suit- 
able ore from that source, have op- 
erated to decrease interest in the de- 
velopment of local supplies. 

On Bell island, in Concepcion bay, 
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Newfoundland, and in areas adjacent 
thereto are situated iron ore beds 
known as the Wabana mines, owned 
by the Dominion Steel Corp., Ltd., 
New Glasgow, N. S. The ore is com- 
posed of two principal iron-bearing 
minerals, hematite and chamosite, 
while a third, siderite, also is abun- 
dant. Shipments from 1909 to 1915 
amounted to 7,140,046 tons. 


Protecting Slag Line of Open Hearths 


ATERCOOLING applied to 
W the slag line of the open- 
hearth furnace is a _ recent 
development of that practice for 
which many advantages are ciaimed 
in actual use. Samuel Naismith, 
of Chicago, a practical furnace 
builder of long experience, has in- 
vented and patented a watercooled 
slag line which has been installed 
in a number of furnaces in Chicago 
steel plants and has given excellent 
results for the past three years. 


The device shown in the accom- 
panying illustrations consists of a 
12-inch steel pipe flattened to an 
oval section, 18 inches in long diam- 
eter. It is built into the furnace wall 
at the front and back with one course 
of brick between it and the slag bank. 
The ends of this oval pipe are closed 
by steel plates welded in place. Pipes 
are connected at each end to give 
continuous circulation of water. 


No additional water is needed, the 
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CROSS SECTION THROUGH FURNACE SHOWING 
THE POSITION OF COOLERS 














the ports, doors 
being conducted 
serves to absorb 
the walls. 


waste water from 
and door frames, 
to the inlet and 
the heat passing through 

Advantages claimed for this in- 
stallation and demonstrated in its ac- 
tual use include prevention of under- 
mining of walls, preventing breakouts, 
saving of magnesite brick and much 
of the repeated repair and relining 
incident to furnaces not thus equipped. 
Not a single breakout in three years 
has taken place in furnaces in which 
this cooler has been installed. 

This increases by eli- 
minating much loss of time, experi- 
ence showing a gain of 10 per cent 
in production. There also is a sav- 
ing in labor of relining, cost of re- 
fractories and other material. It is 
easily installed, usually being put in 
when the furnace is down for relin- 
ing. The Naismith Co., 1622 Mar- 
quette building, Chicago, is handling 
its installation. 


production 





CHARGING SIDE OF AN OPEN-HEARTH FURNACE WITH SLAG-LINE COOLER INSTALLED AT LEVEL OF DOOR SILLS 











France Now Has War Metal ‘Scandal’ 


Comite des Forges Bitterly Attacked in Chamber of Deputies—Plant in Which Min- 
ister of War is Interested Made Large Profits Out of Contracts— 
Citroen Attempting Auto Manufacture on Large Scale 


BY FRANCIS MILTOUN 


Paris Correspondent of The Iron Trade Review. 


VIOLENT discussion has 
been going on in the chamber 
of deputies at Paris on the in- 
dustrial reconstitution of France. A 
deputy has entered an interpellation 
on what he pleases to call the “metal 
scandal”, presumably referring to what 
went on during the war and since the 
armistice, for France has by no means 
got into her stride as yet. 

Apropos of the metal trades con- 
sortium Deputy Barthe, made a bitter 
attack on the famous Comité des 
Forges. Monsieur de Wendel, the 
president of this committee, stood the 
burden of the attack. Since he is the 
leader of the Briey group in the cham- 
ber his defense was admirably justi- 
fied, despite the fog which has en- 
veloped the whole question of Briey 
since the war began. Monsieur 
Loucher, the minister of armament, 
rendered just hommage to the deputy 
from Briey amid warm applause of 
the constitutionalists and the dis- 
comfiture of the socialist members of 
the chamber. 

For the moment it is not a 
tion of unduly depreciating the argu- 
ment of Monsieur Barthe, save to 
show where certain assertions of the 
questioner have been effectively de- 
nied. Contrariwise, it is a matter of 
great wonder as to how the German 
Krupp influence seemed to have been 
able to hold off the French offensive 
that it might draw its supplies from 
the famous Briey fields, to say noth- 
ing of how the central powers were 
able to aliment themselves in essential 
metals despite the blockade. Discus- 
sion along this line set the chamber 
in an uproar, question of politics apart, 
although in view of events which are 
coming to light daily there is no 
question but that politics played a 
large part, either with, or without, the 
connivance of those in power. 

The battle was an intensive one for 
the opposition and there was a 


A 


ques- 


moment when the questioner put the: 


good faith of the minister of arma- 
ment in doubt, largely because an in- 
dustrial enterprise, in which he is in- 
terested, had made millions out of the 
war. 

Allied with the “scandal” relating 
to the iron of Briey was the “carbide 


scandal” which occurred under the 
Viviani ministry. With respect there- 
to Monsieur Barthe stated that in 1913 
the house of Krupp had already fore- 
seen the war and was seeking to pro- 
cure the carbides that Germany lacked 
for the treatment of its mineral and 
the fashioning of it into armament, 
both elements, as we know now, hav- 
ing been drained from France. Then 
there was the sorry question of the 
cargoes of nickel ore from the de- 
posits of a French society in New 
Caledonia which were shipped, with or 
without connivance, to Norwegian 
ports, ultimately to find their way 
into Germany. One of these cvarcves 
was seized and declared not to be 
contraband of war, and acco::lingly 
went its way. Monsieur Barthe wished 
to know who was responsible He 
flatly accused the Comité des Forges 
in one or another of its ramifications, 
and further called by name _ the 
minister of armament, Deputies Comby 
and Loustalot and Monsieur de Wen- 


del himself, the latter making a 
prompt denial. 

“Your publicity ‘department has 
stifled the truth in the press by 
means of ready money,” declared 


Monsieur Barthe. 


“The Comité des Forges has no 
publicity department,” replied Mon- 
sieur de Wendel. 

The Comité des Forges was the 
medium through which importations 
of raw and semiraw material were 
made from England during the war, 
but Monsieur. Barthe admitted that 
any profits accruing therefrom went 
specifically to the ministry of arma- 
ment and not to the coffers of the 
privately organized concern. Whither 
was it dissipated from the state strong 
box? he asked. 

Monsieur Loucher made the follow- 
ing statement: 

“The perequation of semifinished 
steel and steel plates was established 
by the British authorities themselves 
through one sole intermediary. This 
was not to be helped on account ‘of 
the losses of Spanish ore cargoes 
which, for a time, were being daily 
torpedoed to an extent approaching 
40 per cent of the needed ore. This, 
and the, high cost of- rendering these 
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ores on account of the elevated price 
of coal and labor, accounts for any 
seeming inflation of prices paid to 
either French intermediaries or foreign 
suppliers.” 

Monsieur Loucher declared that to 
lower the price of the needed steel 
and steel products for his department 
Monsieur de Wendel and his collabora- 
tors volunteered to reduce coal costs. 
Some of the members of the Comité 
des Forges accordingly reduced their 


prices for semifinished and _ full 
finished products. Others did not. 
Each was free to act in his own 
guise. Continuing, he said: “Il was 


supported throughout by Monsieur de 
Wendel, but beyond this I solemnly 
affirm that I have had no business 
dealings or financial transactions with 
him or his interests.” 

* > * 


Andre Citroén, the genius of French 
munition manufacture, is to make the 
first big attempt in France at manu- 
facturing automobiles on a standard- 


ized scale. The first series will num- 
her 30,000, all of one model. The 
¢ vat factorv, w a suburb of Paris, 


largely «reel with American machine 
tools of r. cut date, is the first to be 
transformed trom producing tools of 
war to those of the arts of peace. 
Jhe transformation began the day the 
armistice was signed. The workmen 
and women, who a week previous had 
been turning shells, transferred their 
energies to grinding cylinders. 

These are the principal character- 
istics of the new vehicle: Ten-horse- 
power, French rating, probably equal- 
ling 18-horsepower, according to the 
American formula. Four cylinders of 
65x 100 millimeters, with a consump- 
tion of 7.5 litres of easoline and .25 
litre of oil per 100 kilometers. The 
chassis weighs 450 kilos. With even 
this low consumption of gasoline the 
voiture is planned to attain a vitesse 
of 65 kilometres an hour on the level 
and to climb all ordinary grades on the 
high. 

The factory is expected to turn out 
100 completed chassis per day by 
April, a speed hitherto unknown in 


France, and perhaps elsewhere in 
Europe. It is the foreign application 
of the intensive American method 
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where the labor of each workman is 
specialized and mechanically adjusted 
for quality and speed production. 
With this well in view, one might 
expect a modestly priced automobile. 
With the usual types of body work, 
electric starting and lighting, the 
catalog prices run from $1450 to $1800. 
This is far from what is demanded in 
America for this class of vehicle, but 
it is said the desired $1200 car is not 
possible of achievement in France to- 
day. With the 70 per cent ad valorem 
duty which the French customs still 
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imposes on the foreign-made car there 
are many American vehicles which 
can still more than compete, even with 
Citréen, though he himself has said 
publicly that he does not fear Amer- 
ican competition. Possibly not, and 
to the average Frenchman there is 
something more than mere sentiment 
in his desire to own a French car, 
but still, if price is really an object, 
the American popular-priced car has 
a still brighter future before it than 
in the past from an export viewpoint. 

Another Americanism which Citréen 


Measuring Fire Zones in a 


PERATION of a gas producer 
O ordinarily involves a_ great 

amount of theory, but to ob- 
tain the best results, simple methods 
involving little theory will be found 
of assistance to the operator. He 
will then be able to control the quan- 
tity and quality of production by ap- 
plying his knowledge to handling the 
everyday operating conditions .met in 
producer practice. In order to give 
the operator some idea as to rule of 
thumb methods which may be used, 
J. S. McClimon, assistant engineer, 
gas-producer department, Wellman- 
Seaver-Morgan Co., Cleveland, has 
suggested a number of general prac- 
tice methods in a paper entitled “Op- 
eration of a Gas Producer.” 

The author states that a new pro- 
ducer will have a longer life if it is 
first thoroughly dried out for several 
days and all large pieces of wood 
removed. Ashes to the depth of about 
12 inches should be placed over the 
top of the blower to protect the metal 
parts of the producer and to act as 
a diffusing medium in distributing the 
blast over the entire fuel bed. Sev- 
eral armfuls of small dry wood thrown 
on the leveled off ash bed, saturated 
with kerosene and ignited with a piece 
of waste will start the apparatus 
properly. In a few minutes about 10 
pounds of blast may be turned on 
and, when the wood is well ignited, 
a small amount of coal can be thrown 
in. Feeding coal gradually will per- 
mit a good bed of coke to form. No 
attempt should be made to crowd 
the process. At the start the fire 
distribution may not be even, but 
it will take care of itself. The blast 
during idle periods or shutdowns 
should never exceed 10 pounds. 

To insure satisfactory operation of 
the producer, the three fire zones 


should remain constantly in the same 
proportion, otherwise the amount of 
gas given off will vary in quantity 
and quality. 


The three zones which 


are the ash zone, the incandescent 
or fire zone, and the green coal or 
distillation zone are shown in Fig. 
1. Since the usual method of measur- 
ing fires by inserting an iron rod in 
one of the poke-holes in the producer 
top until the top of the fuel bed is 
touched gives no information as to 
the relative thicknesses of each zone, 
the writer suggests a method which 














FIG. 1—CROSS-SECTIONAL VIEW OF A GAS PRO- 
DUCER SHOWING FIRE ZONES AND 
MEASURING RODS 


he claims will accurately determine 
the proportions. A %-inch gas pipe 
is marked into 2-foot sections by 
rivets running through the pipe and 
a mark placed at the height equal to 
the distance between the blower and 
the producer top to indicate the dis- 
tance the rod should be forced into 
the producer. Such a rod is shown 
to the left of the producer in Fig. 
1. In using the rod the distance to 
the top of the fuel bed is first deter- 
mined, then the rod is forced through 
the fuel bed until the lower end is 
on a level with the top of the blower. 
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has adopted is an intensive publicity 
campaign, of which we are seeing at 
the present moment the first mani- 
festations. There are to be local 
agencies all over France and the firm 
proposes to sell “service” as well. 
This latter is an innovation for France. 

As a first effort, this would sug- 
gest the possibility of France becom- 
ing a self-producing country for its 
most immediate needs. Rumor has it 
that Citréen proposes to launch forth 
into the manufacture of sewing ma- 
chines and typewriters. 


Gas Producer 


After about three minutes the rod 
is withdrawn and on it will show dis- 
tinctly two parts—one a smoky black 
extending for several feet and the 
other a red portion usually from 12 to 
14 inches in length representing the 
incandescent zone. Below this should 
be a portion not affected by the heat 
representing the ash zone and it 
should never be less than 6 inches 
nor over 15 inches. Above the high- 
est point of the red portion will be 
a space of from 6 to 12 inches rep- 
resenting the green-coal zone and if 
the coal is of a tarry nature, this 
portion will stand out distinctly. The 
sooty portion just above is the part 
in contact with the gas. To the right 
of the producer in Fig. 1 is a rod 
after it has withdrawn. This 
method need be used only two or 
three times a day and if used just 
before the change of shifts, it will 
simplify blame-fixing in case of oper- 
ating trouble. 


been 


Instructions for 
hot or cold gas 


generating either 
by regulating the 
feeding of coal are also given by 
the author. The green-coal zone, pre- 
viously mentioned, may vary with re- 
quirements but if it is intended to 
generate a hot gas, a gas leaving the 
producer at a temperature of about 
1200 degrees Fahr., the coal zone 
should not exceed 6 to 8 inches. The 
gas showing when the poke-hole cover 
is removed will be brownish black 
and a small pilot flame or color cone 
of about 3 inches in length will ap- 
pear in‘the center of the escaping gas. 
If, however, it is desired to generate 
what is called a cold gas, a gas leav- 
ing the producer at a temperature as 
low as 700 degrees Fahr., a deeper 
layer of coal must be carried over 
the incandescent fuel. The thickness 
of this coal may be anywhere between 
8 and 15 inches depending upon the 
mature of the coal and under these 
conditions, the gas appearing when 
the poke-hole cover is removed will 




















0T GAS AT TEMPERATURE OF ABOUT 
1300 DEGREES FAHR. 


FIG, 2 


be a bluish-white. It is claimed to 
be the richest and best gas for most 
purposes. Hot gas usually carries a 
heating value per cubic foot of about 
150 B.t.u., but the cold gas may have 
a value of 170 to 180 B.t.u. per cubic 
foot. Fig. 2 represents hot gas given 
off by the producer while Fig. 3 
represents the cold gas given off. It 
has been contended that cold gas will 
not operate efficiently in open-hearth 
furnaces or other places where it is 
desired to carry a melting tempera- 
ture but this is still a matter of dis- 
cussion. 7 


Clean Fires Twice Daily 


Depending upon the amount of coal 
burned a day and the percentage of 
ash in the coal, the fires should be 
cleaned two or three times a day. It 
is not necessary that the operation of 
the producer be discontinued during 
the cleaning period. The fire should 
never be lowered more than 8 or 10 
inches during one cleaning period and 
coal should be dumped as during the 


usual period, although in smaller 
amounts. Blast on the blowers should 
be lowered 10 or 15 pounds. If two 


or more producers are arranged to 
eperate on the same line, the ones 
not being cleaned should be blown 
a little harder, consequently a whole 
battery of producers may be cleaned 
with little noticeable effect. Careful 
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attention should be given to any 
clinker formations which are likely 
to appear on the side wall during 
the cleaning period. These should 
be broken loose and the walls kept 
clean. 


The amount of steam required to 
blow the producer varies with require- 
ments. If it is necessary to crowd 
the machine, more air is needed to 
burn the increased amount of coal 
and as the proportion of steam and 
air must be maintained, it is only 
necessary to increase the steam pres- 
sure until the proper amount of air 
is delivered. It is claimed that gas 
of just as good quality can be made 
at 100 pounds pressure as at 15 pounds 
pressure but the volume is increased 
and the fires get out of order more 
quickly. Generally it is unnecessary 
to use over 40 pounds steam pres- 
sure. 

In starting a new producer, the 
top plate has a tendency to run hot 
and will often require all the water 
which can be supplied by the con- 
nection. After a few days, however, 
the top plate has become coated with 
carbon and the amount of water can 
be considerably reduced. Frequently 
the overflow from the poker amount- 
ing to 15 to 20 gallons per minute 
is sufficient for this purpose but in 
other cases a quantity must be supplied 
from another source. 





AT TEMPERATURE OF ABOUT 


FIG. 3—COLD GAS 
1000 DEGREES FAHR. 
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Auxiliary Crane Hoist 


An auxiliary hoist which may be 
attached to standard overhead elec- 
tric traveling cranes has been devel- 
oped by the N. B. Payne & Co., 25 
Church street, New York. The hoist 

















CRANE WITH AUXILIARY HOIST 


consists of a suitable motor and wind- 
ing gear enclosed by a cast iron cov- 
er, the whole being suspended from 
the trolley of the crane by the sim- 
ple expedient of enclosing one of 
the axles of the trolley in a steel 
sleeve which is sufficiently rigid to 
carry the load, as shown in the ac- 
companying illustration. Therefore, 
no extra trolley is necessary; neither 
is the travel of the trolley on the 
bridge shortened. It is pointed out 
by the manufacturers of this device 
that the average traveling crane usu- 
ally handles a far greater number 
of light loads than heavy loads in a 
day’s work. Since cranes capable of 
lifting heavy loads are slow-moving, 
serious losses of time are incurred if 
they also are used to handle light 
loads. Thus a 20-ton crane, with a 
hoisting speed of 12 feet per minute 
at full load will handle a 3-ton load 
at only slightly greater speed. With 
an auxiliary hoist of proper design, 
however, the light load may be han- 
died at very much higher speed. The 
labor-saving possibilities of an auxil- 
iary hoist are also worth considering 
especially when a gang of men are 
obliged to wait for a small piece to 
be slowly moved by a large crane. 
This is: a circumstance with which 
many foremen are familiar. The aux- 
iliary hoist tends to eliminate this 
labor loss. 


The domestic production of arsenic 
in 1918, according to statistics com- 
piled by J. M. Hill of the United 
States geological survey, totaled about 
6395 short pounds and was made by 
four companies. This quantity is 
10 per cent greater than that pro- 
duced in 1917 but is lower in value. 
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Milling Machine With New 
Features 


One of the main features of the 
back-geared milling machine recently 
designed by the Davenport Mfg. Co., 
Meadville, Pa. is that the working 
surface of the table extends over its 
full length, 38 inches, and width, 10 
inches. Machined into this table are 
three T-slots, 54-inch wide; the table 
bearings are extra wide. The feed 
movement is accomplished by means 
of a screw, giving a forward move- 
ment of Y-inch per turn of handle. 
Quick returns are made possible by 
the crank at the end of the table, 
which gives 1% inches per rotation. 

Made of forged crucible steel and 
running in phosphor bronze boxes, 
the spindle is 2% inches in diameter x 
434 inches long in the front bearing. 
It has a No. 10 B. & S. taper hole 
in the nose and a hole 11/16-inch in 


diameter extending through the 
spindle. The spindle nose, 2% inches 


in diameter is threaded with 10 right 
hand threads to the inch. Large oil 
reservoirs are cast in the column as- 


suring ample lubrication. The 3-step 
driving cone, 7.73, 8.86 and 10 inch 
in diameter, respectively, carries a 


2%-inch belt. The ratio of the back 
gears is 4.57 to 1. In geometrical 
progression, the 12 spindle speeds are 
as follows: 20, 27, 35, 45, 59, 77, 95, 
123, 160, 204, 2/0 and 350 revolutions 
per minute. Twelve changes of feed 
are provided by the feed box, namely, 


0.004, 0.006, 0.909, 0.010, 0.011, 0.014, 
0.018, 0.019, 0.023, 0.027 and 0.047 
inches per revolution of spindle. All 

















BACK-GEARED MILLING 


MACHINE 
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gears in the feed box are made from 
a special alloy steel and the drive to 
this box is through a roller chain 
from the spindle. Feed changes are 
obtained through three levers and a 
reversal of the feed is secured through 
a push rod on the feed box. The 
tripping mechanism is of the plunger 
type. 

The diameter of the overhanging 
arm is 3% inches in diameter and the 
distance from its under side to the 
center of spindle is 6% inches. The 
two speeds of the countershaft are 
123 and 270 revolutions per minute; 
the self-oiling pulleys are 10 inches 
in diameter x 3% inches face, and the 
shaft is 1 9/16 inches in diameter, 
running in self-oiling bearings. The 
milling machine’s arbor, which is 1 
inch in diameter with 10 be- 
tween shoulder and nut, is made from 
0.70 per cent carbon chrome-nickel 
heat-treated steel and has a ball-bear- 
ing end support. Adjustable dials are 
provided which are graduated in 0.001- 


inches 


inch, for longitudinal, cross and verti 
cal movements, which are 23, 9 and 19 
inches respectively. The 
steel jaws which 3% 
the capacity of the vise is 6% inches 
wide x 1% inches deep. The net 
weight of the machine is about 1900 
pounds; the domestic shipping weight, 
2200 pounds and the export shipping 
weight 2250 pounds. 


vise has 


open inches; 


Railroad Erects New Car 
Shops 


engine 
San 


Erection of car and 
shops is now in progress at 
Diego, Cal., for the 
Arizona Railway Co. When completed 
the shops will have cost approxi- 
mately $200,000 and enable the 
company to maintain and repair the large 
power locomotives 
used on the road. 
be of hollow tile 
struction. Two 

provided, one for locomotive 
wheels one for truck 
Two water pumps, one flue 
a flue welder and power 
also be installed. The engine 
will have nine stalls with concrete 
pits. Besides machinery which the 
road alieady has, a 48-inch boring mill 
and a 300 cubic foot air 
will be installed. The 

blacksmith shops will be 
and will contain steam hammers, flue 
cleaners, flue welders, etc. An 
building is being built in connection 
with the shops. 


new 


San Diego & 


will 
which are to be 
The buildings will 
and 
drop-pits 


concrete con- 


are being 
driving 
and wheels. 
cleaner, 
saws will 
house 


compressor 
and 
combined 


boiler 


office 


Tentative plans for a new plant are 
being prepared by the Milwaukee 
Tank Works, Milwaukee, to be lo- 
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in Wauwatosa township, Mil- 
waukee county. The present works at 
851 Kinnickinnic avenue badly 
damaged by fire two weeks ago. R. L. 


cated 
were 


Bienstock is president 


Truck Coupler Gives Free- 
dom of Movement 


A coupler which has been per- 


for use on tractors 


and trailers is said to be particularly 


fected recently 


adaptable for use on four-wheel hand 











AS WELI 


COUPLER HAS MOWEMENT VERTICALLY 
AS HORIZONTALLY 


trucks of the usual type with two load 


wheels at one end and two caster 
wheels at the other. With this 
coupler, trucks may be operated at 


an angle up to 90 degrees with each 


other and without trouble from side 
play of loads while turning or moving 
Overhanging loads 
the 
the coupler since it is entirely below 
the the truck 


shown in the accompanying 


in a direct line 


do not interfere with freedom of 


bed of The design, as 


illustra- 


tion, is such that when the trucks are 


coupled, they are separated by. more 


than half a truck width but it is 
claimed the coupler is equally as effec- 
tive in pushing or pulling. When the 
trucks are uncoupled, the drawbar will 
“not drag on the ground and when 
coupled, the bar is made to remain 
firmly against the load, thereby 
eliminating jerking and starting and 


stopping. Complete flexibility of mo- 


tion permits movement of the coupler 


vertically as well as horizontally, and 
therefore grades present no difficulty 
to travel. The coupling is made of 


malleable iron and is so designed that 


the castings can be used practically 
in the condition in which they come 
from the foundry. -This coupler is 
manufactured by the Lansing Co., 


Lansing, Mich. 
work 
addition 


Contractors have completed 
on the 
to the 
Hodges 


which 


small 
shop of the 
Chattanooga, 
utilized as a 


erection of a 
boiler 

Co., 
will be 


Casey- 
Tenn., 
storage 
warehouse. 


The necessary equipment 
is on the grourd and is’ now being 
installed. 








American Prices Less Than British 


Connianails in United States Now Paying Average of 32.20 Per Cent Less for Iron and 
Steel Products and Gas Coal and Coke Than Those in Great Britain—Ex- 
porters May Undersell British Producers in Their Home Markets 


COMPARATIVE analysis of 
domestic prices of iron and 


A 


BY A. J. HAIN 


Great Britain March 14. They are 
substantially the same as those quoted 


but examining the British manufac- 
turers’ costs it is seen that the wage 
in the United 


steel in Great Britain and the today. For convenience in compari- rate is far below that 
United States establishes the fact of son the British prices have been States. The present wage schedule in 
particular interest to American consum- converted into American money stand- the United States is 140 per cent 
ers that recent domestic quotations in ards. The exchange rate per pound above the prewar schedule, while 


this country are 32.20 per cent less than 
the prevailing British level. Coupled 
with this fact, it must be considered, 
say the manufacturers, that one of the 
chief items in the cost of production 
in the United States, labor, is con- 
siderably higher than in Great Britain. 


With reduced iron and steel prices 
for domestic purposes agreed upon 
between the industry and the gov- 


sterling April 5 was $4.70, but the 
standard value of the pound, $4.865% 
in Great Britain, also was considered 
in converting the British quotations 
into American money. If the latter 
figure were taken as the basis of com- 
parison the percentage of reduction 
of the American prices below the 
British would appear much larger 
than where the value of the pound 
sterling was accepted at its current 


steel and iron prices are but 50 per 
cent above the 1915 schedule. It is 
a fact that British pig iron output 
fell off during the war, although the 
steelmaking capacity and production 
increased considerably. The manu- 
facturers of pig iron have not yet 
recovered from the hard driving and 
adjustments demanded by the war and 
numerous furnaces now in commis- 
sion are reported to be in bad con- 


ernment, American manufacturers : ; , a oo 
have been turning their attention more American value. The comparison in- dition. Also, British makers are com- 
than ever to foreign markets. They cludes ten of the principal iron and plaining of the poor quality of the 
point out that the British export steel products, also gas coal and coke. ore they are receiving. The British 
prices, still controlled by the gov- The average American price on the P0S!tion was summarized recently by 
ernment as well as the domestic scale, 12 commodities is but 67.80 per cent R. Armitage, M. P., presiding at 
are much higher than the domestic of the average British price to domes- the annual meeting of the stock- 
schedule which also is far above that tic consumers. The price of coke holders of Brown, Bayley’s Steel 
at which similar products are sold in and heavy melting steel scrap Works, Ltd. at Sheffield: 

the United States. The difference offsets in the United States is approxi- “Orders are coming in extremely 


freight charges and might even permit 
American producers, in certain cases, 
to undersell the British right at home. 
In the export neld, with Great Britain 
the only competitor which the coun- 
try has to consider for some time to 


mately one-half that in Great Britain, 
while rails, selling in this country at 
$47 per gross ton, are $25.44 less 
than in Great Britain. Another prod- 
uct showing a wide variance in price 
is merchant bar iron, selling in this 


slow. People will not buy at present 
prices; they have certain standards 
of value in their mind, and it is diffi- 
cult for anyone to get rid of those 
old values and to realize that the 
value of all sorts of things all over 
the world, and not only in England, 
are altered, and altered permanently. 


come, the United States thus has country at $52.54, or $30.78 less per When people realize that there is no 
the trade advantage in many parts of gross ton than in Great Britain. The likelihood of prices going down to any 
the world. Fear arising from this price of billets in Great Britain is ore —— ote will saorehae 
F ai : . : ; te 57.49 e os ; 18.99 more Very rapidly. t must be remembere 
condition is being voiced by British $ per gross ton, $ o that a very large portion of the 


than in the United States. 


ironmasters, who are appealing to manufacturing district of France was 
their government and their workmen What is the explanation of this put out of the market, so far as 
to moderate new wage demands, wide difference in the two lists of erecerene. is ares _ for a 
re ; nrc oer, ‘ke _ considerable time. Belgium, wi 

which they believe would put them prices? Ordinarily “cost of produc whom Great Britain competed in 


hopelessly out of the running. It is 


tion” would be given as the answer, 


many parts of the world before the 
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risis Near in British Iron Trade 





Growing Shortage of Material and Increasing Demands of Labor Alarm Pro- 
ducers, Who Tell Government Nation's Export Trade is in Jeopardy 
—Americans Underselling English Competitors 


Bureau of Tus Inow Trave Review, 
Prince’s Chambers, Corporation §&t., 
Birmingham, Eng., March 27. 


HE supplies of pig iron still con- 

i tinue below the demand, the 

shortage apparently getting 
worse. Foundry iron’ especially is 
scarce, and in the northern districts mix- 
ing is being resorted to wherever the 
quality of the product permits this to 
be done. The shortage is likely to pre- 
vail until repairs, which many furnaces 
need, have been made. A number of 
furnaces are being made ready to start 
on Cleveland iron, but the shortage of 
ore is delaying blowing in. The market 
has practically no iron to spare for 
other nations after home needs have 
been met. The situation is rather 
critical in view of uncertainties in the 
coal trade, lack of fuel hampering fur- 
naces a great deal. 

In the Birmingham market there has 
been some bickering with consumers 
over the provision that sales during May 
must be at the price then current. Some 
buyers complain of hardship under this 
condition, especially in cases where they 
have to give a fixed quotation for the 
finished article. To meet the complaint, 
some Northampton furnaces have, quoted 
£6.10 ($19.20) for forge iron, which 
represents an advance of about £2 
($9.60) over the present price, as an 
approximate amount to replace the 
subsidy which is to be removed at the 
end of April. 

Consumers usually rejected this quota- 
tion as an impossible figure, certain to 
shut down business, so the quotation led 
to nothing. But makers say positively 
the price in May will certainly not be 
lower than this, when the subsidies in 
respect to iron, coal and coke are taken 
into consideration. 

The great Lancashire foundry industry 
is in great difficulty for lack of ma- 
terial, and its output is being con- 
siderably restricted. 

In the hematite department a great 
deal of government businss has still to 
be cleared, and some steelworks hesi- 
tate to take orders, but this applies more 
to the west coast than to Sheffield, and 
the consumption of hematite has de- 
creased there to some extent. Output 


is kept down by a variety of causes, 
but the most general complaint relates 
to the quality of ore supplied which 
seems to be sent off without any at- 
tempt at sorting. One manager declares 
“anything is pushed into the truck that 
looks brown.” 


More than one indignant 


smelter has quit dealing with ore sup- 
plying companies with whom they have 
had almost life-long relations. Part of 
the scarcity of ore is due to the in- 
fluenza epidemic among iron miners. A 
number of west coast furnaces have had 
great difficulty in maintaining opera- 
tions, due to the illness of miners. 


Export Trade in Jeopardy 


There is a feeling that an unpleasant 
crisis is approaching in the iron trade. 
The position of the trade is uneconomic 
and uncommercial. Prices have reached 
figures at which the British makers are 
being undersold by America under 
nearly every head. Yet the workers are 
continually asking for more wages and 
strikes are becoming dangerously fre- 
quent. 

The situation has been greatly aggra- 
vated by government interference. The 
government has practically insisted on 
the 8-hour day system being introduced, 
nolens volens, in the iron industry, and 
Staffordshire ironmasters 
despair at the result. Reduction of out- 
put and waste of fue! have been alarm- 
nobody the 
for getting out a heat of 
iron with varying fuel, pig iron, 


are almost in 


ing. Of course, can fix 
precise time 
puddled 
and weather conditions, so the result has 
been that in many cases puddlers have 
sacrificed the last heat of ‘the shift be- 
cause they saw no possibility of getting 
the heat out within the specified eight 
hours. This has reduced production for 
that shift about one-fourth. 

An effort is being made to adopt a 
wage scale suitable to eight hours, and 
if the men accept this the trouble will 
be alleviated to some degree, but every- 


body recognizes that until prices are 
moderated the export trade is in 
jeopardy. Continual reports from 


America of growing exports in the iron 
and steel business entirely accord with 
personal experiences of the ironmasters, 
which were mentioned re- 
cently at the meeting of the Midland 
wages board, when a spirit of concern 
was manifested probably without prece- 
dent in the history of the British iron 
trade. = 

The tinplate trade and sheet trade are 
face to face with staggering 
of customers in the continental and 
colonial markets. Apparently, nothing 
will bring the workmen to reason but 
a period of idleness, and whether 


some of 


sacrifices 


through strike, lockout or lack of trade 
it is felt that eventually this must come. 





The steel trade, of course, is in a far 
better position than the iron trade be- 
cause of its ability to use labor-saving 
appliances to a much larger extent and 
especially because a triple 8-hour shift 
insuring continuous production is much 
more manageable. But in the steel 
trade, hunting for business has become 
necessary once more, and there is a 
great deal of “hand-to-mouth” buying. 

The firms producing tramway 
seem to be faring the best for new busi- 
ness, chiefly because municipal buyers 
having taxpayers’ money to handle are 
less cautious than the private purchasers, 
and many of the railroad 
tracks are reduced to a state involving 
positive danger. 

There is a good deal of idleness at 
Sheffield in certain branches of the steel 
numerous unemployed men 
are seeking jobs. The shortage of labor, 
so familiar during the war period, seems 


rails 


also because 


trade, and 


to have passed. 

A significant incident is the report of 
among re-rollers of steel 
bars from billets, a very important in- 
dustry in South Staffordshire and else- 


underselling 


where. These mill owners pressed the 
ministry of munitions to allow them to 
add 15d ($3.60) to their selling prices 
but so many refused to pay 
the increase that certain mills preferred 
rather than enforce their 
claims, with the result that for the first 
time since the war began this authorized 
looks like a dead letter. Cir- 
cumstances have proved too strong even 
for the government. 

The heavily charged order books of 
the Staffordshire ironmasters are chiefly 
due to inability to keep up output. How- 
ever, there is some active buying among 
country warehouses, and warehousemen 
generally who quickly pass their iron 
from the stocks to their customers are 
still quite ready to buy all the iron they 
can get. 


customers 


to sacrifice it 


advance 


Ironmasters have applied for an in- 
crease in the maximum price of £12 15s 
($61.20) for puddled bars and it is 


understood that the application is under 
consideration. The scarcity of puddlers 
is such that it is quite possible a further 
rise may be authorized, and in that 
event an addition must be made to bars, 
although the present figure is £20 ($96) 
for marked bars, and £17 15s ($85.20) 


for second class bars, net, f.o.t., at 
makers’ works. As the result of the 
recent rise of £1 10d ($7.20) in bars 
various advances have taken place. 
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Foreign Trade 


Convention Program Announced— 
Plan Trade Advisor Service 


New York, April 7—The list of 
speakers who will address the sixth 
national foreign trade convention at 
Chicago April 24, 25 and 26, has been 
announced. The interests of every 
section of the country are represented 
in the subjects listed, and most of the 
important industries will supply speak- 
ers. The program is divided into 
general sessions at which matters of 
interest to all the delegates will be 
discussed, and group sessions, in which 
more detailed information will be 
provided on special phases of foreign 
trade. 

The first general session, called for 
10 o'clock Thursday morning, will 
deal with America’s need of foreign 
trade. Fred I. Kent, vice president 
of the Bankers Trust Co., will speak 
on “America’s Financial Equipment 
for Foreign Trade.” Hugh Frayne of 
the war industries board will discuss 
the “Interest pf Labor in Foreign 
Trade,” while “The Element of Labor 
Costs in American Exports” will be 
treated by William Pigott, president 
of the. Seattle Car & Foundry ,Co. 
Edward Prizer, president of the 
Vacuum Oil Co., will speak on “The 
Effect of Increased Productive 
Capacity Upon Our Foreign Trade.” 


In the second general session, to be 
held Thursday afternoon of the same 
day, William S. Culbertson, of the 
United States tariff commission, will 
point out the need of “A Bargaining 
Tariff” to prevent any discrimination 
against our goods in foreign markets. 
“The Mississippi Valley and Foreign 
Trade,” will be the topic of a speech 
by John M. Parker, president of the 
Mississippi Valley association, while 
the “Stabilizing Effect on American 
Industry to a Definite Foreign Trade 
Policy” will be dealt with by J. W. 
Hook, president of the Allied Ma- 
chinery Co. of America. Other ad- 
dresses will feature the “Vital Con- 
cern of Agriculture in Foreign Trade” 
and the “Effect of the Restoration of 
Peace Upon European Trade Condi- 
tions.” 

The third of the general sessions 
will meet at 10 o’clock Friday morn- 
ing, and will be devoted to the Amer- 
ican merchant marine. 

Four of the most significant ad- 
dresses of the convention will be de- 
livered at the banquet Friday evening. 
Frank C. Lowden, governor of 
Illinois, will tell of the “Meaning of 
Foreign Trade to the Middle West.” 
James A. Farrell, chairman of the Na- 
tional Foreign Trade council, will dis- 
cuss “An American Maritime Policy.” 
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Interest attaches to the speech of 
Breckinridge Long, third assistant 
secretary of state, on “The Relation 
of Diplomacy to Foreign Trade,” 
wherein he will discuss the support 
which the state department is pre- 
pared to afford American investments 
abroad. Edward N. Hurley, chairman 
of the United States shipping board, 
will speak on “The Future of Our 
Foreign Trade.” 

The topics discussed at these three 
general sessions and at the banquet 
are to be supplemented by eight group 
sessions, dealing in detail with in- 
teresting and important phases of 
foreign trade. The first four will be 
held Thursday evening; the last four 
Friday afternoon. The topics of these 
several groups will be “Commercial 
Education in Foreign Trade”; 
“Foreign Trade Merchandizing”; 
“Financing Foreign Trade”; “Advertis- 


ing for Foreign Trade”; “Foreign 
Credits and Credit Information”; 
“Direct Selling in Foreign Trade”; 


“Export Combinations”; and “Impor- 
tant Phases of Ocean Servcie.” 


An especially vigorous effort is be- 
ing made this year to build up an 
efficient trade advisor service. It is 
realized that delegates to the con- 
vention will want definite facts on a 
variety of practical problems. To 
supply this data, the services of a 
large number of government experts 
and experienced business men have 
been obtained. If delegates will send 
the questions on which they wish to 
receive definite information to the 
secretary of the National Foreign 
Trade council, New York City, he 
will arrange ‘those advisors present. 


Sells War Work Machinery 


In order to expedite the sale of the 
equipment of the screw machine sec- 
tion of the Toledo Screw Products 
Co., Toledo, O., the Cleveland-Duplex 
Machinery Co., Inc., 1224 West Sixth 
street, Cleveland, has _ established 
headquarters at 2238-42 Smead ave- 
nue, Toledo, in charge of T. D. Brit- 
ton. This machinery, which includes 
a large number of automatics, and 
about a dozen screw machines, is 
valued at approximately $100,000 and 
was used a comparatively short time 
by the Toledo company on shell work. 





Meeting is Changed 


The sixty-ninth annual convention of 
the American Drop Forge association, 
which is to be held in Pittsburgh, will 
be held Jume 12, 13 and 14, instead 
of June 19, 20 and 21, as originally 
scheduled. 
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Prices Reduced 


In Various Refractories by Leading 
Producers—Demand is Active 


Pittsburgh, April 8—lLower prices 
have been named by the larger pro- 
ducers of fire brick but the reduction 
as yet is not being followed by the 
smaller manufacturers, many of whom 
contend that their costs exceed the 
figures named by the leading makers. 
First quality Pennsylvania fire clay 
brick now take a range of from $36 





to $45. Blast furnace and special 
shapes in this grade are rated by 
o 
Refractories 
(Per 1000 f. o. b. works) 
FIRE CLAY BRICK 
(First Quality) 
PURMIFEIE. Sec ccvcecestsiecs $36.00 to 45.00 
DEED | Sevens cévabed wedge covet 36.00 to 42.00 
OUI v5 cen cddelbsassicadice 36.00 to 42.00 
ere 55.00 to 65.00 
FIRE CLAY BRICK 
(Second Quality) 
Pemmaprems « .ccccccbiccocssece $30.00 to 40.00 
GP . acWtdcesonekts ubtcess< 20.00 to 25.00 
BOD TED i edo tectccccecs 48.00 to 58.00 
SILICA BRICK 
PRE «on bbs veces cb eness $40.50 to 45.00 
GD Sonnac cob Oth be ceésest¥e 45.50 to 50.50 
REE «« .ctincd ckedeceoves 46.50 to 51.50 
MAGNESITE BRICK 
Osa 4% & Bib cesksokdoucca $80.00 to 85.00 
(Per Net Ton) 
CHROME BRICK 
(Per Net Ton) 
© 8 65% -@ G6. cidasdonateee $80.00 to 90.00 
BAUXITE BRICK 
(Per Net Ton) 
BS BF GR. oda dvctdescceccccese $ 40.00 base 
CS. BOP GiRecwivdcddisscceccvics 100.00 base 











some as high as $50, but on the com- 
mercial shapes, a price above $42, is 
littl more than an asking price. 
Brands no longer mean much to the 
consumers, and sales are governed 
practically entirely by analysis. It has 
been discovered that prices are not 
necessarily a safe guide to quality. 
Ohio and Kentucky brick have been 
cut to $42, maximum for first quality. 
Leading Missouri producers are nam- 
ing $40. Reductions in second quality 
brick have been slight, for the reason 
that costs in this direction do not 
permit much more of a cut than was 
made.earlier in the year. Sharply 
lower prices are noted in chrome and 
magnesite brick, but that in silica 
brick has been about the same as in 
fire clay stock. Demand is fairly 
good, as a good many steel manufac- 
turers and pig iron producers are 
taking advantage of the comparatively 
lull in business to reline and repair 
their furnaces and the lower prices 
are bringing out purchases that have 
been held up. Plant operations are 
from 60 to 79 per cent of capacity. 






Business Would Revise Trust Laws 






Ballot Taken by Chamber of Commerce of the United States Shows Overwhelm- 
ing Sentiment in Favor of Modification of Old Laws to Meet Require- 


ments of New Situations in Nation's Economic System 


ASHINGTON, April 8.—Rec- 
W ommendation by the na- 
tional chamber of commerce 
of reconsideration of all antitrust leg- 
islation as the result of a referen- 
dum vote of the business interests in 
the country was so overwhelming that 
it reflects strongly the need of re- 
vising legislation of this kind. The 
new economic situation is held to 
make such a step necessary, and it 
is interesting to observe that this 
canvass not only shows the attitude 
of trade and commercial organiza- 
tions but undoubtedly is a view 
shared by some government officials. 
By a vote of 1543 for and only 51 
against, the chamber referendum asks 
that congress be asked immediately 
to consider the present situation of 
all statutes constituting antitrust leg- 
islation, and by a vote of 1159 for to 
389 against it recommends the for- 
mulation of standards of general busi- 
ness conduct to be administered by 
a supervisory body. An enlarged fed- 
eral trade commission is recommended 
as the proper supervisory body, the 
vote being 1102 for to 437 against. 
The commission, it is recommended 
by a vote of 1104 to 422 against, 
should be increased to nine. 

This action by the chamber is 
especially significant when  consid- 
ered in connection with an address 
delivered before the New York Credit 
Men’s association by Federal Trade 
Commissioner J. Franklin Fort on 
Jan. 30, wherein he made suggestions 
along similar lines. 


“Price fixing seems to be inhibited 
by law under the decisions of our 
courts,” he said. “Apparently, the 
mere gathering together for the pur- 
pose of fixing prices; or even con- 
ferring about prices seems to he 
held unlawful. If co-operation could 
occur, and business men in different 
lines were permitted to gather to- 
gether and agree upon a method of 
arriving at a fair price under some 
government regulation and approval, 
and if this could be put in operation 
I do not believe that it would in- 
jure the consumer and certainly would 
prevent any trouble arising under reg- 
ulation of fair and just prices. 

“During the war there has been a 
system which seems to have worked 
well.as a principle, and that was that 
the federal trade commission, at the 
request of the different departments 
of the government, has found the 
cost of manufacturing many com- 
modities. So far as the government 
has called upon the federal trade 


commission, under the direction of the 
President, to ascertain the costs of 
commodities manufactured in any 
line, and after ‘such costs have been 
found, they have been certified to a 
purchasing agency of the govern- 
ment, it has worked well. 

“There appears to be no reason why 
some system like that should not 
be operated in time of peace. If 
co-operative organizations in any in- 
dustry were allowed to confer to- 
gether and agree upon what they 
thought would be a fair price for 
their goods, and they were then to 
submit that price to the federal 
trade commission or some other agency, 
and that commission were then to de- 
termine by investigation what was 
their cost to manufacture and whether 
the price they asked was a reason- 
able one, and that commission should 
after thus investigating determine that 


the price was fair, then let such 
price be fixed, subject to revision, 
if you will. If complaints were made 


afterwards as to its reasonableness, 
then the business men would know 
that they could be safe from prosecu- 
tion so long as that price were hon- 
estly lived up to and stood.” 


Laws Needed to Fit New Problems 


The chamber of commerce com- 
mittee drawing up the report on the 
referendum, made public April 4, 
pointed out that there is special oc- 
casion for reconsideration of anti- 
trust legislation in this period of re- 
adjustment, explaining that new and 
difficult economic problems will arise 
for the control and solution of which 
existing legislation can scarcely be 
adequate. At present, it is stated, 
there is an accumulation of 20 or 
more statutes resulting from about 
30 years of legislation. Some of the 
provisions of these statutes Involve 
difficulties which cause them to be 
seldom, if ever, invoked. An ex- 
ample is the section of the Sherman 
act which authorizes seizure and con- 
demnation of goods. 

Taking up one by one the questions 
that are put to vote the committee, 
dealing with the first, has this to say: 


“In recent years different enact- 
ments have set up standards, have 
constituted regulatory bodies to ad- 
minister these standards, and in some 
instances have affirmatively granted 
to these bodies power to approve 
agreements. To a further advance in 
this evolutionary legislation the 
chamber of commerce of the United 
States was formally committed by 


referendum in the early part of 1917 
The organizations in the membership 
then voted 


that there should be 
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remedial legislation to permit co- 
operative agreements, under federa! 
supervision, in industries which in- 
volve primary natural resources on 
condition that the agreements tend 
to ccnserve the resources, to iessen 


accidents and to promote the public 
interest. The resources in guestion 
are timber, the ores and deposits of 
useful metals, and deposits of min- 
erals whch are sources of heat, light 
and power. The supervision which 
is advocated would be in charge of 
the federal trade commission. 

“The proposal to which the cham- 
ber is thus committed, with respect 
to natural resources, is in harmony 
with the principle which has been 
followed in enactments of the past 
five years, as above summarized. This 
principle should now receive wider 
application. Such a proposal as the 
chambcr advocates in connection with 
natural resources should be so broad- 
ened in its scope as to contemplate 
conservation of all of our economic 
resources. That prevention of waste 
in industrial and commercial activi- 
ties, waste of labor, waste of execu- 
tive direction, or waste of materials, 
is in the public interest will readily 
be admitted. Until recent years how- 
ever, there has been no way in which 
to afford assurances that the public 
advantage in measures taken to pre- 
vent waste would not be exceeded 
by disadvantages by reason of other 
effects of the means which were 
chosen. This difficulty has now been 
eliminated by reason of the experi- 
ence we have had with agencies 
which administer standards of busi- 
ness conduct and have before them 
for their guidance the requirements 
of the public interest.” 


Respecting the recommendation 
that there should be formulated stand- 
business conduct to 
be administered in the first instance 
by a supervisory body the report 
gives examples of the applications of 
standards in a way which would ac- 


ards of general 


cord with this regulation. It points 
out that interlocking of directors 
among corporations which are com- 


petitive might be continued under a 
general prohibition but with a pro- 
vision that such interlocking might 
lawfully exist as to instances in which 
a regulatory body had made a prior 
determination that there would be 
no detriment to the public interest. 


To Dispose of Surplus 


Iron and Steel 


Washington, April 8—Disposal by 
the ordnance department of surplus 
iron and steel tonnages, other than 
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scrap, is being considered. The scrap 
on hand probably does not exceed 
20,000 pounds, but the disposal of the 
new material, amounting to about 
500,000 tons presents a problem which 
may be put up to the American Iron 
and Steel institute for solution. If it 
is decided- that the tonnage is so 
distributed that its sale will not harm 
the trade it is unlikely the institute 
would proceed further. 

Different views have been expressed 
as to: how the material should be sold. 
Some think it should be sent back to 
the mills, annealed and rerolled and 
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sold as new steel, while others are of 
the opinion that the best policy would 
be to receive bids on it as scrap and 
seli it in such lots as to cause the 
least effect in the trade at regular 
market prices. One sale of about 15,- 
000 tons was made according to this 
policy last Friday, April 4, in New 
York City. 

Authority granted by the war de- 
partment to the director of air serv- 
ice to sell as surplus 4608 Curtiss OX-5 
motors, 1616 JN-4 planes without mo- 
tors, and 1100 standard planes without 
motors, has resulted in a contract for 
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the sale of this equipment to the Cur- 
tiss Airplane’ & Motor Corp., for 
$2,720,000. 

Tentative arrangements for the dis- 
position of the war department’s sur- 
plus stock of spelter were made at a 
conference last Thursday in the office 
of the director of sales, which was 
attended by war department officials 
and a committee representing the 
American Zinc institute. Pending 
more definite arrangements, the war 
department will dispose of the surplus 
through a committee representing the 
producers of zinc. 


Few Tariff Changes is Present Outlook 


ASHINGTON, April 8—AI- 
W though talk of tariff revision 
at the forthcoming extra 


session of congress is becoming more 
general, it is not believed that much 
will be done in this direction. A 
program along this line may be 
started, however, through the begin- 
ning of hearings before the tariff- 
framing committees of congress. so 
that the views of industries of the 
country may be ascertained prepara- 
tory to a revamping of the present 
tariff act. At this time it would ap- 
pear that tariff legislation at the 
extra session of congress, if any is 
enacted, will be devoted principally 
to that affecting the dye industry and 
to a lesser degree in other lines, such 
as has been recommended by the 
United States tariff commission. 
Doubt that much will be done in 
the way of revision of the tariff is 
based on two principal factors. First, 
it is contended that the unsettled 
economic condition of the world does 


not afford a tenable basis for re- 
building a tariff act, and, secondly, 
there is no indication whatsoever 


that the adniinistration is agreeable 
to such legislation. On the contrary, 
many think the administration would 
be opposed to it. 

Nothing has developed to lead to 
the conclusion that the administra- 
tion has changed its views in favor 
of a lower tariff. Although the next 
congress will be in control of Re- 
publicans, their majority is so small, 
and their views so widely at vari- 
ance on such problems as the tariff 
that it is a question whether they 
could pass a high protective tariff 
bill, especially in the house. More- 
over, the administration through a 
veto could defeat it if it were passed. 

Representative Kitchin, Democrat, 
former chairman of the house com- 
mittee on ways and means, has come 
out. with a statement that he is op- 


posed to any kind of tariff revision. 
While his views are not necessarily 
those of the administration, they in- 
dicate that a strong fight would be 
made by an important contingent 
of Democrats. 

On the other hand, Representative 
Joseph W. Fordney, Republican, of 
Michigan, who will be chairman of 
the ways and means committee of the 
next congress, has said that a new 
tariff law should be passed as quickly 
as possible. It ought to be done at 
the extra session of congress, he 
pointed out, so that the people may 
become familiar with it before the 
next general election. 

Mr. Fordney has been a close stu- 
dent of the tariff and has been a mem- 
ber of the ways and means commit- 
tee for 12 years and helped to frame 
the Payne and the Underwood laws, 
being a strong opponent to many 
features of the latter. It is his be- 
lief that the import duties should be 
made high enough to protect by off- 
setting the difference between the cost 
of production and the importer’s .cost. 

The amount of protection, accord- 
ing to Mr. Fordney, can be deter- 
mined only through investigation as 
to the costs of production here and 


abroad. It is likely that hearings 
will be held to learn these figures. 
The tariff commission has begun 


a study of the foreign situation and 
it is hoped that it will make a spe- 
cial study regarding foreign costs of 
production. Dr. F. W.  Taussig, 
chairman of the commission, is in 
Paris at the direction of President 
Wilson to take part in the readjust- 
ment of commercial treaties and sim- 
ilar problems. It also is understood 
that the steel and other important 
industries of this country have had 
and have representatives abroad study- 
ing the situation. 

Tariff revision, in the opfnion of 
Mr. Fordney, should mean the dis- 


continuance of the excess profits taxes 
and war profit taxes. Instead of 
taxing the business of the country, 
he thinks the money should be raised 
from the incomes of the individuals. 
He also is of the opinion that the 
government should take its hands 
off of business as much as possible. 


New Ordnance Material to 
Cost $133,535,139 


Washington, -April 8.— Ordnance 
material to be completed after March 
13 is valued at $133,535,139, according 
to figures prepared by the statistics 
branch of the war department. Values 
are based on the average unit cost of 
items which are to be completed as 
proposed by the ordnance department. 
The value by classes of items follows: 
Artillery, $55,839,486; shell machining 
and forging, fuses, ete., $17,705,453; 
smokeless powder, $21,405,000; ex- 
plosives, chemicals and loading, $12,- 
455,896; trench warfare material, $692,- 
512; automatic arms, small arms and 
ammunition, $15,377,226; tanks, trac- 
tors and trailers, $10,059,566. 


$493,342,399 Air Service 
Contracts Canceled 


Washington, April 8—Contracts to 
the value of $493,342,379 were can- 
celed and suspended up to and in- 
cluding March 22 by the air service, 
according to figures given out by the 
statistics branch, war department. The 
following is a summary of the values 
of cancellations and suspensions: En- 
gines and spare parts, $266,961,771; 
airplanes and spare parts, $165,288,590; 
chemicals and chemical plants, $18,- 
648,239; instruments and accessories, 
$10,761,081; balloons and supplies, $10,- 
071,035; fabrics, lumber and metals, 
$7,977,445; miscellaneous, $13,634,218. 

The Packard Motor Car Co. made 
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the final deliveries of Liberty-12 mo- 
tors during the week ended March 21. 
This completes all contracts. The 
following shows the total number 
produced by the various factories: 
Packard Motor Car Co., 6500; Lincoln 
Motor Co., 6500; Ford Motor Co., 
3950; General Motor Co., 2528; Nor- 
dyke-Marmon Co., 1000; total, 20,478. 


President Wilson last week issued 
an executive order dissolving the air- 
craft board and revoking a ‘portion of 
a previous executive order which is 
supplemented by a new paragraph pro- 
viding that a director of aircraft pro- 
duction, selected by the secretary of 
war, shall hereafter have direct charge 
under the direction of the director of 
air service, of the bureau of aircraft 
production. 

Current air service appropriations 
have been reduced $485,000,000. By 
act of congress, dated Feb. 25, 1919, 
the original appropriation for the bu- 
reau of aircraft production for the 
fiscal year 1918-1919 was reduced from 
$760,000,000 to $360,000,000, and the 
appropriation for the division of mili- 
tary aeronautics was reduced from 


$184,304,758 to $99,304,758. 


Must File Reimbursement 
Claims on Metals 


Washington, April 7—By reason of 
an act of congress approved March 
2, in which it was provided that pro- 
ducers of manganese, chrome, pyrites 
or tungsten, who had incurred losses 
during the war period, or those who 
had incurred losses while preparing to 
produce these minerals, should be 
reimbursed, the department of the in- 
terior is now preparing to handle all 
claims of this character. Question- 
naires are being sent to producers of 
these ores. 

Producers must make their claims 
in writing giving a statement of the 
facts upon which the liability of the 
government for losses is based. A 
detailed statement of the losses ‘sus- 
tained must also be made and sworn 
to before a notary public or court 
official. Each claim, accompanied by 
two copies, must be filed in the office 
of the secretary of the interior on or 
before June 2, 1919. Claims relating 
to any other minerals cannot be con- 
sidered. Only such net losses as have 
been suffered by reason of producing 
or preparing to produce these minerals 
in compliance with the request of the 
department of the interior, the war in- 
dustries board, the war trade board, 
the shipping board or the Emergency 
Fleet corporation can be adjusted and 
paid. No claims will be allowed un- 
less the expenditures were made sub- 
sequent to April 6, 1917, and prior to 
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Nov. 12, 1918. Any claimant desiring 
a hearing upon his case, should give 
notice to that effect to the. war 
minerals relief commission before 
June 2, 1919, so that a place and a 
time can be fixed for’a hearing. 


To Plan Chinese Stacks 


New York, April 8—That _ this 
country is to be called upon to an 
unprecedented extent to furnish skill 
and equipment for rebuilding a con- 
siderable portion of the iron and steel 
industry abroad, is the belief of well 
informed iron and steel works engi- 
neers here who are conversant with 


foreign conditions. It is expected 
that new blast furnaces and steel 
plants will be built both in Eng- 


land and in France, and developments 
which already are under way indicate 
that the work will be pushed entirely 
along American lines. Further de- 
velopment of iron and steel plants in 
Spain, India and China, along 
American lines, also is being planned. 
In fact, a decision already has been 
reached with regard to one new under- 
taking. This is the erection of two 
blast furnaces in China, which will 
be handled by C. P. Perin and S. M. 
Marshall, 2 Rector street, New York, 
consulting engineers. These engineers 
have been serving the Tecta Iron 
& Steel Co. of Sakchi, India, in a 
similar capacity for some years. 


Tin Plate Men Organize 


Pittsburgh, April 8.—Independent 
manufacturers of tin plate recently 
organized a new trade association, 


which is known as the Association of 
Tin Plate Manufacturers. E. T. Weir 
of the Weirton Steel Co., Weir- 
ton, W. Va., is president of the new 
organization, E. R. Crawford of the 
McKeesport Tin Plate Co., McKees- 
port, Pa., vice president, and E. T. 
Sproull of the Trumbull Steel Co., 
Warren, O., treasurer. These men 
together with Phillip Schaefer of the 


Jones & Laughlin Steel Co., Pitts- 
burgh, and John Duncan of the 
Wheeling Steel & Iron Co., Wheel- 


ing, W. Va., comprise the board of 


trustees. The offices of the new 
association are located in the Oliver 
building, Pittsburgh. 


Wants Agencies 


George Komorowski, an engineer 
now at Ugine, Savoie, France, would 
like to correspond with American 
makers of machinery, factory supplies, 
and hardware for shipment to Poland 
under an exclusive sales agency 
agreement. 
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Higher Prices 


in Pure Benzol—By-Product 
Market Tone Improves 


Shown 


New York, April 7.—Prices on pure 
benzol have advanced, spot and con- 


tract material at producers’ plants 
now holding at 22c to ‘27c, per 100 
pounds. This advance has _ resulted 


through increased demand for motor 
fuel, which also accounts for a better 
movement in toluol and_ solvent 
naphtha. Prices on these latter prod- 
ucts, however, are unchanged. Toluol 
is quoted 25c to 35c, on spot and 
contract and solvent naphtha is hold- 
ing at 20c to 25c. 

The dye industry and drug trade 
continues to make good demands for 
naphthalir and while prices are tend- 
ing upward, no actual change has gone 





Coke Oven By-Products 


Spot 
Per Gallon at Producers Plant 
an nD »ov6es¢edaeseueeeced $0.22to .27 
el can whekebnccrdcccoachedns 25to .35 
Solvent maphtha ......sseceeees -20to .25 


Per Pound at Producers Plants 


PRONE acccoueseestecoecvcese No market 
Naphthalin, flake .........++. $0.08% to .09% 
Naphthalin, balls ........++++ 10% to .11% 
Per 100 Pounds at Producers’ Plants 

Sulphate of ammonia............ $4.45 to 4.55 

Contract ‘ 
BUND GENTE. oc ccccescetescions $0.22to .27 
BEE Seacdeccdecedesdocssoese 25to .35 
Solvent maphtha ......cceeceeece -20to .25 


Per Pound at Producers Plant 


DREN . cevcccccesdseccccctece No market 
Naphthalin, flake .......+«6. $0.08% te .09% 
Naphthalin, balls .........+.. 10% to .11% 


Per 100 Pounds Producers’ Plants 
Sulphate of ammonia........c.eeeeees nominal 











into effect. As a result spot and 
contract sales continue to be made at 
8%4c to 9%c on naphthalin in flakes, 
and 10%c to 11%c, in balls. Only a 
fair demand prevails for phenol. The 
market is somewhere under 15¢. 

Aside from small export inquiry, 
sulphate of ammonia is quiet. The 
fertilizer industry is buying little. Al- 
though weak, prices are still holding 
to $4.45 to $4.55 per 100 pounds 

In addition to the better buying of 
solvent naphtha for motor fuel, large: 
inquiry is appearing for the pure prod- 
uct. This, it is expected, will likely 
continue for several months. Buying 
of pure toluol also has been some- 
what better during the past week, al 
though this increased activity is prob- 
ably temporary. 

Specifications as to dimensions, 
type of structure, etc., is still under 
consideration by officers of the Great 
Eastern Roller Co., Greenville, O., 
which plans to erect plant additions. 








Radicals in Britain Losing Strength 


a a Ae and Employes Who Believe i in Law and Order Now United Against Social- 
ists and Bolshevists, American Commission Reports to Department of Labor 
—Genuinely Better Era” is Dawning, is Report 


ASHINGTON, April 8&— 
Practically all employers in 
Great Britain and those em- 


who believe in law and 
order are now united against the 
radicals who oppose all efforts toward 
the ground that in- 


ployes 


conciliation on 


dustrial peace would merely continue 
the present “evils” in the system of 
society. This is one of the con- 


clusions arrived at by the American 
employers’ industrial commission which 


has submitted its final report after 
having made an extensive investigation 
of British labor conditions for the 


department of labor. 
“Interviews with many of the work- 


men,” the commission reports, “tend 
to indicate that ‘unrest’ is rather an 
inadequate term. There are intima- 


tions of ‘direct action’ and a complete 
overturning of the present social struc- 
ture. But we believe the more ex- 
treme demands are largely limited to a 
which has been thinking and 
talking along these lines for years. 
The issue, however, is squarely 
drawn on the demand of the working 
people to have a better industrial day. 
They seek not merely small non- 
essentials, nor commonplace’ essen- 
tials, but a real step forward in their 
conditions of life and labor.” 
Great Britain was‘chosen by the de- 
partment of labor as the field for the in- 
dustrial survey on the assumption that 
many labor problems working toward 
a climax in that country may arise 
eventually in this country. The mem- 


class 


bers of the commission were: E. T. 
Gundlach, of the publishing indus- 
try, Chicago, chairman; R. J. Cald- 
well, of the textile industry, New 
York; Dorr E. Felt, of the machin- 
ery industry, Chicago; William H. 


Ingersoll, of the watch industry, New 
York; Eldon B. Keith, of the shoe 
manufacturing industry, Brockton, 
Mass.; R. R. Otis, of the building 
industry, Atlanta, Ga.; accompanied 
by Dr. Royal Meeker of the United 
States bureau of labor statistics, and 
B. M. Squires, statistician. Mr. Keith 
died while in London. 


Workers Criticise Union System 


“There seems to be a marked dispo- 
sition among the rank and file of work- 
ers to criticize the present union sys- 
tem because it denies the workmen in 
the shop an opportunity promptly to 
rectify grievances, irrespective of their 
particular craft union,” the commission 


says. “The object of the shop steward 
or shop committee movement appears 
to be to rectify this by constituting 
a shop organization capable of dealing 
with common grievances. 

“At the present moment there is a 
widespread feeling among the working- 
men that the officials of the labor 
unions have become detached from the 
atmosphere of the shop and are not in 
proper sympathy with the workmen. 
There is a marked disposition among 
the workmen to be represented in the 
national councils by actual workers. 





Take «Weather Reports’ 
on Unemployment 


ASHINGTON, April 8&— 

“Owing to the material re- 
duction necessitated by congress’ 
failure to provide funds for the 
maiutenance of the United States 
employment service a consider- ] 
able number of these offices have 
been temporarily closed, and a 
complete weather report of labor 
conditions, which has heretofore 
been compiled on the basis of 122 
cities representing a third of the 
population is based on a com- 
parison of 60 cities over last 
week.” 

The foregoing announcement 
sent out from the headquarters of 
the service in Washington does 
not refer to climatic conditions, 
but to the means employed by the 
service to determine the extent 
of unemployment. Weather re- 
ports are based on conditions at 
certain locations, and therefore in 
making “weather” reports of 
labor conditions, the service ad- 
mits its attempted to make up 
a total representing the number 
of unemployed, based on its ob- 
servations in centers representing 
but one-third of the total popula- 
tion. And, further, it will now 
attempt to estimate a total on 
one-sixh of the evidence. The 
service admitted that its figures 
were wrong when it cut 15,000 
off its Cleveland estimate “over 
night”, and for a month no 
change was made in its report of 
60,000 unemployed there until re- 
cently when it reported “no re- 
ports” and disposed of the moot 
question in a way that left no 
room for controversy—a blank. 











“The primary organization of unions 
has heretofore dealt with questions such 
as wages and hours of labor, common 
to the entire territory; while the shop 
committee deals with matters peculiar 
to its own establishment. 

“The shop committee, although often 
difficult to deal with, has proved to 
many employers that much good re- 
sulted from the direct contact with their 
men. By means of these committees, 
industry avoided the necessity of de- 
pending on the detailed and intricate 
machinery of trade unionism for the 
adjustment of purely local grievances. 

“The problem then remained as to 
how to get and keep shop committees 
and yet maintain them under the con- 
trol of the larger labor organizations.” 


The report shows that the growth 
of the shop committees in England had 
a power over the labor unions. Many 
of the workers of the local units who 
struck or threatened to strike secured 
more and more of their demands. The 
unconstitutional strikes were becoming 
more insistent about the time that the 
employers’ commission arrived in Europe 
when the air was full of talk about 
revolution. 

The report, besides discussing the 
general impression of the relation be- 
tween employers and employes, largely 
through their organizations, touches brief- 
ly on a number of other subjects. “Se- 
curity accorded to the workman,” says 
the report, “must accompany all claims 
of labor insurance, consequently ‘un- 
employment ‘insurance,’ ‘health insur- 
ance’ and ‘old-age insurance’ are es- 
sential. 

Bad housing is given as one of the 
direct causes of labor unrest, and it is 
shown that less than 200,000 working- 
men own their homes. “The British 
government now figures the urgent need 
of from 300,000 to 400,000 homes for 
laboring men, but these are all unques- 
tionably rental propositions.” 


Now Favor Unrestricted Output 


An important change in the vote of 
conservative laboring classes is coming 
in Great Britain, according to this re- 
port, and one of decided importance to 
business men in other countries. Old 
ideas of restriction of output are being 
abandoned, and the labor leaders them- 
selves are coming out emphatically 
against former theories. Only the rad- 
icals, who want to make a fundamental 
change in society, feel that increased 
production is merely for the benefit of 
the capitalist. 

“All others, including the larger num- 
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ber of those of the ‘rank and file’ so- 
called, of the workingmen, are preach- 
ing that the nation must produce in 
order that the nation may live; and 
that workmen cannot share in what 
is not produced.” 


At present there is criticism in Eng- 
land because business men regard the 
tendency as dangerous to wait for the 
wages to come down and for materials 
to bring lower prices before going ahead 
with business. One of the largest em- 
ployers in Great Britain, seconded by 
several others, according to the report, 
said that if there was reason to fear 
serious industrial unrest it lay largely in 
this waiting tendency caused by threats 
of labor disturbances. 


On the question of women in indus- 
try, the report calls attention to the 
fact that labor leaders say women need 
‘not draw the same pay per hour as the 
men, and that. the real issue is equal 
pay for equal value, and that if women 
draw the same pay per hour and fail 
to deliver the same value they will be 
crowded out of employment. However, 
there appears to be no question that the 
women who replaced the soldiers are to 
relinquish their positions as the men 
return. Various other topics are dis- 
cussed in the report, which concludes 
with the following findings regarding the 
attitude of employers and employes: 

Employers in Great Britain generally 
recognize the desirability of bargaining 


collectively with labor. 
Employers nearly all agree that col- 


Labor Board 


ASHINGTON, April 8.—In 
W view of the fact that Basil 

M. Manly and William H. 
Taft, chairman of the national war 
labor board, are preparing to with- 
draw from their present positions, 
Mr. Manly having already submitted 
his resignation to President Wilson, it 
is evident that the board will pass out 
of existence in the near future. It 
probably will cease its activities not 
later than June 1, unless the new 
congress grants an appropriation. 


The work of the board has been 
decreasing since the signing of the 
armistice and the declaration of cer- 
tain organizations that rulings of the 
board would not be heeded. The 
board has been in doubt recently as to 
its authority and few rulings have 
been issued. 

Firms and organizations whose 
wages and hours have been decided 
on by the board are now awaiting 
applying for release from the rulings 
forced upon them. It is understood 


that several Philadelphia firms will 





“lective 
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bargaining should always be 
undertaken between associations of em- 
ployers and the regularly established, 
well-organized trade unions. While 
many manufacturers welcome commit- 
tees of workmen in their factories, they 


want to limit the activities of such 
bodies to purely local grievances, and 
decidedly desire that the committee 


members come under the discipline of 
their unions. 


Most employers freely recognize the 
right of labor to organize; they regard 
organization as greatly contributing to 
the stability of industry. Some large 
manufacturers declare that they wish 
to see every workman within the unions, 
so that they must all come under or- 
ganization control. Others feel that 100 
per cent organization might lead to 
dangerous types of universal strikes and 
lockouts. The more conservative em- 
ployers appear to make no effort to help 
along organizations of labor, merely 
dealing with such organizations when 
they appear. 

Employes in Great Britain are divid- 
ed in sentiment shading from those 
who want to maintain the trade unions 
along the regularly established so-called 
“constitutional” lines to  ultra-radical 
socialists. 


Majority Opposed to Force 


how- 


Employes are nearly a_ unit, 
the 


ever, in expressing opposition to 
use of force. The most radical who 
desire a complete overturning of the 
present social structure “now,” usually 
admit on close questioning that “now” 
may mean many years. They want to 
“start” now. Practically none appear to 
approve of a sudden change as in Rus- 
sia. 
Employes of 

look askance at 


the ; 
collective 


ultra-radical type 
bargaining 
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and organizations of labor and capital. 
They freely express the view that they 
do not wish harmony between employes 
and employers, since harmony would 
help to continue the present system of 
society. 

Employes of the more conservative 
type, apparently representing the vast 
majority of British workmen, are large- 
ly in accord with employers in the 
desire to head off labor unrest at this 
period; to strengthen the unions by hold- 
ing members under control; to increase 
production for the sake of the nation, 
and to leave control of business poli- 
cies in the hands of those managing the 
business. 


Government officials appear to be uni- 
formly of the opinion that the govern- 
ment should function in labor unrest 
only as an unavoidable resort. On 
the other hand, they maintain the right 
of the government to step in when 
necessary in order to protect public in- 
terests against minorities which try to 
force their terms upon the people. 

In general the government and most 
employers and conservative employes 
appear to be agreed: That the spirit 
of co-operation between labor and cap- 
ital is highly desirable; that the spirit 
of conciliation is important for the 
benefit of the employer in stabilizing 
his business and for the benefit of the 
employe in preserving his regularly or 
ganized unions; and that in collective 
bargaining the right-minded employer 
will not attempt to return to the pre- 
war industrial era, and that the right 
minded employe will not attempt to 
crowd his demands to the point at which 
the stimulus for private business enter- 
prise would disappear. 


The spirit of a genuinely better era 


is thus being fostered by widely varied 
elements of Great Britain’s industrial 
system. 


Asked to Readjust Wages 


in the near future 
the board is preparing to an- 
swer such applications. The com- 
panies which will make application 
are the J. G. Brill Co., the Standard 
Roller Bearing Co., the Emerson 
Engineering Co., the Hess-Bright 
Mfg. Co., the Savage Arms Corp., the 
Kingsbury Machine Works, the Mer- 
chant & Evans Co., the Carlton-Wen- 
strom Co., and the Kruse & Slattery 
Co. 


The board has set May 1 as the 
date for hearings on the applications 
for readjustment of wage scales. The 
original award of the board placed 
the foregoing companies, which were 
almost exclusively engaged upon war 
production, on the same wage basis as 
the Frankfort arsenal. It was stipu- 
lated that the award should remain 
in force for the period of the war. 
Employers throughout the country 
who are bound by awards covering 
the war period are deluging the 
board with requests for readjustments. 

In its original award the board 


apply for release 


and 





provided that wherever the increase 
of wages granted increased the cost 
of production the ordnance or the 


navy department should reimburse the 
companies “to such an extent as their 
investigation develops is made neces- 
sary by such increased payments.” 
Inasmuch as the great bulk of war 
contracts now have been canceled 
the various companies cannot receive 
any increased payments which the 
war labor directed should meet the 
increase of wages. This reason is 
only one among many advanced by 
companies seeking readjustments. 


Completing New Mill 


Mackintosh- Hemphill Co., Pitts- 
burgh, recently shipped a 34-inch two 
high blooming mill and a five-stand 
21-inch Morgan continuous mill to the 
new Lowellsville, O., plant of the 
Sharon Steel Hoop Co. This plant, 
which is practically completed, is ex- 
pected to begin operations in a week 
or 10 days. 
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AXTER D. WHITNEY & SON, 

Winchendon, Mass., woodworking 

machinery manufacturers, have 
been incorporated as Baxter D. Whit- 
ney & Son, Inc., under the laws of 
Massachusetts, with a capital stock of 
$1,250,000. William M. Whitney, son 
of the late Baxter D. Whitney, is presi- 
dent of the corporation, Marcus L. 
Foster is treasurer and Frank C. Smith 
Jr., clerk, the business continuing un- 
der the same management that has 
made it grow among the woodworking 
interests in the past. For many years, 
the company has specialized in the manu- 
facture of single and double planers, 
double spindle shapers, wood-scraping 
machines, back knife lathes and barrel 
stave sawing machines. On account of 
the demand for ironworking tools dur- 
ing the war, several types of these ma- 
chines were made by them for some of 
the large machine tool manufacturers. 
In addition to its line of woodworking 
machinery, the Whitney company is 
making the cylinder-grinding machine 
that formerly was made by the Brown 
& Sharpe Mfg. Co., Providence, R. I. 
Baxter D. Whitney started the manu- 
facture of machinery in 1837 and for 
over 60 years the business was carried 
on by him. In 1900 his son, William 
M. Whitney, was admitted to the firm 
and since that date, it has been under 
his management. 


NLY the weighing room was de- 

stroyed in a recent fire suffered by 
the Madison Coal Corp., Inc., Central 
City, Ky. The damage was replaced 
after a loss of eight working days. 


* * * 


LANS of C. O. Johnson & Son, 
Worcester, Mass., include the build- 
ing of a $20,000 wire-drawing plant on 
a 2-acre site purchased .by them re- 
cently in that city. 
> =e ¢ 


PERATIONS at the Florence Iron 

Works, Florence, N. J., have again 

been resumed in full. Some of the de- 

partments of the plant had been closed 
for several weeks. 

+ . + 

HILE its plant is now equipped 

; and in operation, the Northern 

Conveyor & Mfg. Co., Milwaukee, is 

in the market for motors. The com- 
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Here and There in Industry 


Live Information Which Records the Expansion of Various 


Lines of Productive’ Enterprise 
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pany was organized to manufacture 
portable coal conveyors. 
Se 


HE new plant of the Mutual Truck 
Co., Sullivan, Ind., will be 100 x 
200 feet, of the monitor type, steel 
frame construction, with brick walls. 
Standard tools will be required for 
the manufacture of motor trucks. 
. + * 


ONTRACTORS are erecting a build- 
ing for the housing of an acety- 
lene generator at the plant of the Day- 
ton Steel Foundry Co., Dayton, O. Ac- 
cording to P. W. Klinger, chief engineer, 
no other extensions are contemplated 


at this time. 
ah ae 


RRANGEMENTS have been com- 
pleted by C. H. Westerberg & 
Co., Inc., 9-11 West Broadway, New 
York, whereby they will handle exclu- 
sively in the East the counterbore manu- 
factured by the J. C. Glenzer Co., De- 


troit. 
oe ae 


HE Bancroft Razor Co., 74-76 

Fifth avenue, New York, has pur- 
chased the razor plant of the Griffon 
Cutlery Works, New York. Paid up 
capital is $30,000. Albert L. Silber- 
stein is president and Max Schwarz 
is secretary and treasurer. 

a 2a 


AMES A. BELL, general manager 
of the Lull Truck Co., Wausau, 
Wis., now being organized, recently 
announced the company will occupy a 
factory building, 50x 150 feet, which 
will be equipped with a heating plant, 
floor, machine tools, offices and office 
equipment. 
es ee 
HE Eastern Bridge & Structural 
Co., Worcester, Mass., whose plant 
was equipped for war work, has decided 
to retain it and do general machine work 
instead of confining it to its own re- 
quirements. Before the war the com- 
pany’s activities were confined to the 
fabrication of iron and steel. 
a ee 
O take over the charter of the 
Electric Sales Engineers, Inc., and 
combine it with Koch & Sandige, 
Paul W. Koch & Co., Chicago, have 
organized with Paul W. Koch, presi- 
dent of the former, as_ president. 
The new company will be sales rep- 
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resentative in the Chicago district 
for the Condit Electrical Mfg. Co., 
South Boston, Mass., the Esterline 
Co., Indianapolis, and the Lewis & 
Roth Corp., Philadelphia. R. A. 
Alderman is vice president, M. E. 
Gaffney, secretary, and M. S. Koch, 
treasurer. 
ee 
HE Roberts Co., consulting and con- 
tracting mechanical engineers, has 
opened an office at 1049 Drexel build- 
ing, Philadelphia. This company will 
handle machine designing with special 
reference to steel plant and rolling mill 
equipment. A. L. Roberts is president 
of the new company. 
2. 2 


CHULZ & SCHULZ, 5200 Euclid 

avenue, Cleveland, recently obtained 
a charter to engage in a general found- 
ry business and manufacture all kinds 
of castings. The company is capital- 
ized at $20,000. According to Joseph 
Hirschstein, one of the incorporators, 
at present the company does not intend 
to engage in manufacturing, but will 
operate a brokerage business in found- 
ry products. The incorporators are 
M. J. Schwarz, Joseph Hirschstein, S. 
W. Goldman, Leo Tuteor, Michael 
Schwarz and J. L. Goldman. The com- 
pany will start active business May 1. 


cea. & 
N addition, 100 x 60 feet, now is 
under way to the plant of the 
Reliance Mfg. Co., Massillon, O., 
lock washers and nut locks. Pres- 
ent production of these commodities 
has reached 5,000,000 pieces daily. 
Eight blocks of wire drawing and 
cold drawing of steel in coils are be- 
ing installed and orders have been 
placed for muffler furnaces, pickling 
and cleaning equipment, motors, etc. 
eo 


™W warehouses have been established 

in New York and Boston by the 
Firth-Sterling Steel Co., McKeesport, 
Pa. The former quarters in Boston 
were occupied by the company for 41 
years from 1873 to 1914. Users of tool 
steel in New York and Connecticut and 
in New Jersey, north of Trenton, will 
be served from 310-314 Hudson street, 
New York, and those in Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island from 35 Oliver street, 
Boston. 












RECTION of a gray iron found- 
E; ry in the near future is contem- 

plated by the Connersville Blower 
Co., Connersville, Ind., manufacturer of 
rotary positive pressure blowers, gas 
exhausters and pumps. This plant will 
replace the gray iron shop which now 
produces castings for the company’s 
requirements. The building will be of 
structural steel construction with brick 
side walls, 300 feet long and 130 feet 
wide, with a gable roof over the charg- 
ing floor. The main portion of the 
foundry is to be served by two 2-ton, 
50-foot electric cranes running the full 
length of the shop. The crane run- 
way will be 25 feet above the floor 
level. Each of the side bays will be 
served by a 5-ton, 36-foot electric travel- 
ing crane. The one serving the bay 
opposite the charging floor will oper- 
ate the full length of the foundry, 
while on the cupola side the cranes 
will operate only one-half the length 
of this structure. The height from the 
floor to the crane rail in the bays will 
be 16 feet. Two 72-inch cupolas will 
be installed in the center of one bay 
and the charging floor will be 39 x 53 
feet. It will be elevated 20 feet from 
the ground and 10 feet above this floor 
will be located the coke storage, 20 x 
53 feet. An elevator will be installed 
to deliver pig iron to the second floor 
and coke to the third floor. 


* * * 


‘| = new copperas plant at the Far- 

rell, Pa., works of the American 
Sheet & Tin Plate Co. recently com- 
pleted at a cost of about $350,000, has 
been placed in operation. The new 
plant, which replaces that destroyed by 
fire, is of steel and gives an increased 
capacity. 

. 26 


RESENT plans of the B-V Milk- 
ing Machine Co., 520 Caswell 
block, Milwaukee, contemplate expan- 
sion and development to cover the en- 
tire United States and some foreign 


countries eventually. Plant expan- 
sion, however, has been postponed 
about six months. 


+ * * 


EMOUNTABLE rims, removed by 
means of one nut, will be the prod- 
uct manufactured by the Lane Bros. 
Auto Rim Co., which was recently in- 
corporated at Shelburn, Ind., with $100,- 
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000 capital. The incorporators § are 
James M. Lane, E. H. Lane and Fred 


A. Lane. 
i 


NOTHER building is in course 
of erection for the Liberty 
Starter Co., Detroit, which will give 
it about 30,000 additional square feet 
of floor space. It will be used for 


heavy presses, electroplating, tool 
room and warehouse for carload 
shipments. 


* * * 


REDERIC B. STEVENS, Detroit, 

recently was awarded the contract 
by the board of education of the city of 
Detroit for the complete equipment of 
a gray iron foundry in the Cass Tech- 
nical high school. The installation will 
include a Newton cupola, positive pres- 


sure blower, pneumatic sand _sifter, 

tumbling barrels, melting furnace, etc. 
ok 

HE Moore Iron Works, Inc., El 


Paso, Tex., recently was incorporat- 
ed with $25,000 capital to engage in 
structural steel contracting and plain 
and ornamental iron and wire work. 
The company will take over the estab- 
lished business of the Moore-Schillin- 
ger Co. The incorporators are F. B. 
Moore, H. E. Christie and E, C. Nabor. 


* * > 


EN present high costs of labor 

and material are somewhat re- 
duced, the Youngstown Foundry & Ma- 
chine Co., Youngstown, O., expects to 
erect a new plant on a 10-acre site it 
purchased some time ago near Girard, 
O. The new plant will take the place 
of the two shops it operates at the 
present time in Youngstown. 

* * * 


ITH an increased capitalization, 

the Indiana Tank & Boiler Works, 
Indianapolis, will arrange to manufac- 
ture a standard line of hydropneumatic, 
storage and air receiver tanks, It will 
also enlarge its shop to accommodate 
increased business in steel plate and 
heavy sheet iron construction of all 


kinds. 
7 * a 


RECENT Canadian incorporation 

is that of the Norton Tool & 
Machine Co., 360 Pape avenue, To- 
ronto, Ont. The company at present 
is. engaged in the manufacture of dies, 
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jigs, etc., but later on plans to extend 
its lincs. The officers are: Henry A. 
Ritchie, president; Ruben Norton, vice 
president, and Alfred H. Chinn, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Se ae 


RECENT Oklahoma incorporation 

is that of the Drillers Machine 
Shop, which has been incorporated with 
$15,000 capital at Lawton, Okla., to 
engage in a general machine shop busi- 
ness. The incorporators are Andrew 
Wolverton, F. M. Jones, W. R. Julian, 
Guy C. Robertson and Joseph Huck. 
The company at present is in the mar- 
ket for equipment. 

* > . 


APID growth of the Kentucky 
Wagon Mfg. Co., Louisville, Ky., 
is making necessary, additional build- 
ings from time to time on its 32-acre 


site. It is developing various lines 
including passenger cars, motor 
trucks, drop forgings, etc. At pres- 


ent the company contemplates a large 
building for its motor department for 
manufacturing as well as assembling 
purposes. 


he 
HE plating business of Walter E 
Lewis, Toronto, Ont., recently 


was taken over by the Acme Electro- 
Plating Co., Ltd., 64 Richmond street, 
East Toronto, Ont., which has been 
incorporated with $40,0u0 capital. The 
company plans to extend its lines and 
will enlarge its plant. New equip- 
ment will be needed shortly. Walter 
E. Lewis remains as president of the 
company. 
oe.) 
direct factory repre- 
sentative for the Globe Machine 
& Stamping Co., Cleveland; Spring- 
field Malleable Iron Co., Springfield, 
O.; Barnett Drop Forging Co., East 
Hampton, Mass.; Maynard Electric 
Steel Casting Co., Milwaukee, and the 
Standard Steel Foundry Co., Buffalo, 
the Metal Product Sales Co., De- 
troit, has been incorporated under the 
laws of Michigan. Territory com- 
prises the state of Michigan and the 
city of Toledo, O. F. E. Breaky, 
who was general manager of the 
Air Reduction Co., for several years, 
and A. F. Stengel, who was rep- 


O act as 


resentative of the Standard Parts Co., 
Cleveland, for five years, are the in- 
corporators. 
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LFRED A, COREY JR., who has 
A succeeded Edwin E. Slick as 
vice president in charge of 
operations of the Midvale Steel & 
Ordnance Co. and vice president and 
general manager of the Cambria Steel 
Co., has been general superintendent 
of the Homestead works of the Car- 
negie Steel Co. since May 1, 1914, and 
takes with him to his new position 
an experience in steel plant work cov- 
ering a period of 26 years. He en- 
tered the machine shops of the Home- 
stead plant in the summer of 1893 
during school vacation and in the 
summer of the following year accepted 
& permanent position in the same 
shops, remaining there three years. In 
1899 he was made assistant superin- 
tendent of the 35 and 40-inch struc- 
tural mills; three years later he was 
assigned to the steelmaking ,depart- 
ment in open hearth No. 3. In 1904, 
Mr. Corey went to the company’s 
plant in North Sharon, Pa., as super- 
intendent of the open hearth depart- 
ment. A year later he was appointed 
general superintendent of the Donora, 
Pa., works and returned to Home- 
stead three years later as assistant 
general superintendent of that plant. 
He succeeded Azor R. Hunt as gen- 
eral superintendent upon the retiral of 
the latter after 27 years’ service with 
the Carnegie company in 1914. Mr. 
Corey was born in Braddock, Pa., in 
1878 and is a brother of William E. 
Corey, formerly president of the 
United States Steel Corp. and now 
president of the Midvale Steel & Ord- 
nance Co. He has already taken up 
his new duties. 

Mr. Slick retires from the manage- 
ment of the Midvale Steel & Ord- 
nance Co. after having been con- 
nected with it since its organization. 
He was vice president and general 
manager of the Cambria Steel Co. 
when that company was taken over 
by the Midvale Steel & Ordnance Co. 
Prior to that time he was chief engi- 
neer of the Carnegie Steel Co. He 
received his original training with the 
Cambria Steel Co. before joining the 
Carnegie organization. 


John R. Oursler, who has been 
named to succeed Alfred A. Corey Jr., 
as general superintendent of the 
Homestead works of the Carnegie 
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Steel Co., was born in Wheatland, 
Pa., in 1868 and his steel plant ex- 
perience dates back to 1882, when at 
the age of 14 years he entered the 
Sharpsville mills as a water boy. 
Close attention to work brought its 
reward and in 1896, “he was made 
superintendent of blast furnaces at 
the Newcastle, Pa., plant of the Car- 
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negie Steel Co. He _ subsequently 
served in the same capacity at the 
Mingo plant of the company at Mingo 
Junction, O., and at the Ohio works 
at Youngstown, O. In 1901, at the 
organization of the United States 
Steel Corp. Mr. Oursler returned to 
the Newcastle works, first as super- 
intendent of blast furnaces, later be- 
coming general superintendent of the 
plant and still later being made gen- 
eral superintendent of the Carnegie 
Steel plants at Newcastle, Sharon and 
Farrell. This position he held until 
the early part of last year, when the 
United States Steel Corp. undertook 
the construction of the government 
ordnance plant at Neville Island. This 
project lead to the creation of the 
ordnance department of the Steel cor- 
poration, of which Mr. Oursler was 
named as general manager. Cleaning 
up the affairs of this department has 
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engaged the attention of Mr. Oursler 
since the abandonment of the ord- 
nance plant and he steps from these 
duties into his new position as head 
of the largest works of the Carnegie 
Steel Co. 


Col. Henry M. Waite, former Day- 
ton, O., city manager, has become 
associated with the Lord Construc- 
tion Co., New York City. 

William G. Hamilton, formerly vice 
president of the Sperry & Hutchinson 
Co., New York, has been elected vice 
president and director of the Copper 
Plate Sheet & Tube Co. 

Major Winthrop Withington, ord- 
nance officer of the Seventh division, 
American Expeditionary Forces, has 
been made a lieutenant colonel. Mr. 
Withington ‘is first vice president of 
the Reynolds-Chrysler Co., vice presi- 
dent of the Sparks-Withington Co., 
and general manager of the Amer- 
ican Fork & Hoe Co., all of Jack- 
son, Mich. 


Ernest T. Gregory, formerly repre- 
sentative of the American Interna- 
tional Corp., and manager of the :In- 
ternational Banking Corp., of Pekin, 
China, has been elected vice president 
of the First National Corp., Boston. 
Mr. Gregory at one time was con- 
nected with Lee, Higginson & Co. 
and later was a partner in the firm of 
Hambleton &-Co., Baltimore. 


J. M. Barringer has been appointed 
manager of the Flint Foundry Co., 
Flint, Mich., specializing in the pro- 
duction of automobile castings. Mr. 
Barringer formerly was general su- 
perintendent of the American Malle- 
ables Co., Lancaster, N. Y., and more 
recently was manager of the Timken- 
Detroit Axle Co.’s foundry at Can- 
ton, O. 

C. R. Bulley has been appointed 
sales metallurgist for the Hess Steel 
Corp., Baltimore. When the United 
States entered the war Mr. Bulley 
was placed in charge of the design, 
building and operation of the heat- 
treating department of the Symington- 
Anderson Co., Rochester, manufac- 
turer of 75-millimeter field guns for 
the ordnance department. Prior to 
that he had had several years experi- 
ence in the metallurgical departments 
of the Halcomb, Midvale and Carpen- 
ter steel companies. 








BAKER has been elected presi- 
dent of the American Inter- 
national Steel Corp., New York, ex- 
porting subsidiary of the American 
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International Corp. He succeeds the 
late Edgar M. Hagar, who before 
coming to the International company 
was president of the Universal Port- 
land Cement Co. Mr. Baker was 
born in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, 
March 11, 1880, and was graduated 
from the Johnstown, Pa., high school, 
class of 1900. He received his higher 
education at Dickinson college, Car- 
lisle; Pa., graduating with the class 
of 1904.. On Jan. 3, 1905, he entered 
the employ of the Cambria Steel 
Co., Johnstown, and after 18 months, 
spent in this way, he joined the 
sales department. On Sept. 1, 1912, 
he was appointed assistant to the 
general manager of sales of the com- 
pany. He resigned this position 
March 1, 1915, to join j. Leonard 
Replogle with the American Vana- 
dium Co., 120 Broadway, New York. 
where he became assistant general 
manager of sales. In the fall of 
1916, he returned from a three- 
month business trip to Russia, taken 


on behalf of his company. Shortly 
after the United States entered 
the war, Mr. Baker was. granted 
a leave of absence to join the ord- 
nance department of the United 
States army at Washington where 


he received a captain’s commission, 
reporting to the chief of the ordnance 
department, Aug. 1, 1917 for active 
duty. He was sent to France, at- 
taining the rank of lieutenant-colonel 
and a few weeks ago was discharged 
and returned to his duties with the 
American Vanadium Co., from which 
he now has resigned. 


‘Joseph L. Tillman was recently 
elected vice president and manager of 
the Maumee Malleable Castings Co., 
Toledo, O. 

H. O’Bleness, assistant to L. M. 
Burnett, assistant to Homer D. Wil- 
liams, president of the Carnegie Steel 
Co., has resigned to become assistant 
to the president of the Midvale Steel 
& Ordnance Co. at Philadelphia. 


Mr. O’Bleness, prior to becoming 
assistant to Mr. Burnell in Novem- 
ber, 1912, was in charge of the Pitts- 
burgh office of the United States de- 
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partment .of justice, where he had 
seen seven years’ service. He has 
been in charge of the Carnegie Steel 
safety welfare and industrial rela- 
tions department, and under his di- 
rection that department has come to 
be regarded as one of the most effi- 
cient of its kind in the country. He 
will have charge of the same kind 
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of work for the Midvale Steel & 


Ordnance Co. 

A. C. Dinkey, president of the Mid- 
vale Steel & Ordnance Co., Phila- 
delphia, has returned to the office 
after a month’s illness of pneumonia. 

Arthur A. Fowler, resident part- 
ner of Rogers, Brown & Co., at New 


York, has returned from a trip to 
England and France. 
E. A. Petrequin, Cleveland, and 


R. T. Armstrong, Flint, Mich., were 
added to the board of directors of 
the Standard Parts Co., Cleveland, 
recently. 

Grayson M. P. Murphy has been 
elected a director of the Bethlehem Steel 
Corp., instead of Nelson D. Jay. Other 
directors of the company have been re- 
elected. 

O. Arit, pig iron and coke sales- 
man with Rogers, Brown & Co., 30 
Church street, New York, who has 
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been in ill health for several months, 
has left his duties for a month or two 
to recuperate. 


Lawrence W. Enos, recently dis- 
charged from the quartermaster’s de- 
partment of the army, has joined the 
forces of the Firestone Steel Products 
Co., Akron, O., as representative at 
Detroit. 


William G. Coxe, district manager of 
the Emergency Fleet corporation for the 
Delaware river district, is entering the 
consulting engineering field in Philadel- 
phia. It is understood that Mr. Coxe 
will also open an office in New York. 


D. Rice, U. S. N. R. 
returned from Brest, 
has secured his release from 
service. He now 
the Hess Steel Corp., Baltimore, in 
western New York and in western 
Pennsylvania. 


Charles A. Heil has been appointed 
Cleveland district manager with office 
and branch warehouse at 400 Lake- 
side avenue, N. W., Cleveland, for the 
Carpenter Steel Co., Reading, Pa., to 


Ensign Fred 
E., recently 
France, 


active represents 


succeed James W. Sederquist, re- 
signed. 

J. B. McKillips, assistant auditor of 
the Carnegie Steel Co., Pittsburgh, 
has resumed his duties after an ab- 
sence of about nine weeks. Mr. 


McKillips was stricken with influenza 
and on his recovery went to Florida 
and subsequently to Atlantic City to 
convalesce. 
Francis E. 
York 


years 


Symons, who was New 
representative for eight 
Ralston Steel Car Co., 
Columbus, O., continues as vice presi- 


sales 


for the 


dent of the company. Joseph S. 
Ralston is president and has been 
since its organization in 1905. A 


recent notice to the effect that Frank 
Symons had been elected president 
of the company was erroneous. 

J. E. Kindregan, district sales man- 
ager for the Phoenix Iron Works Co., 
Meadville, Pa., with an office in the 
Harrison building, Philadelphia, with 
Paul C. Rodgers, who represents the 
company at Boston, have been placed 
in charge of the recently opened office 
at 619 Fifth Avenue building, New 
York City. Their time will be divided 
between the New York office and 
their respective territories. 
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RTHUR L. HUMPHREY who 
Aw elected president of the 

Westinghouse Air Brake Co., 
Pittsburgh, at its recent annual meet- 
ing has been vice president and gen- 
eral manager for the past 10 years. 
He succeeds John F. Miller who 
after 30 years of service asked to be 
relieved of active duties. Mr. Miller 
will remain a director and will act as 
vice chairman of the board. Mr. 
Humphrey has been with the com- 
pany since 1903 when he was ap- 
pointed western manager with head- 
quarters in Chicago. In 1905 he came 
to Pittsburgh as general manager of 
the works and in 1909 he was elected 
a director and at the same time be- 
came vice president and general man- 


ager of the company. When the 
Union Switch & Signal Co. was 
taken over by the Westinghouse Ait 
Brake Co. in 1916, Mr. Humphrey 
was elected president of that com- 
pany. He was born at Buffalo, June 
12, 1860. After a public school edu- 


cation at Maquoketa, Ia., and Platts- 
mouth, Nebr., he commenced his ca- 
reer as a farmer. In August, 1877, 
he entered railway service, serving 
various roads as machinist, foreman, 
master mechanic and superintendent 
of motive power, respectively, until 
August, 1903, when he became con- 
nected with the Westinghouse Air 
Brake Co. While in Colorado, Mr. 
Humphrey took an active part in 
politics, serving in the state legisla- 
ture and as speaker of the house. 
In addition to his Westinghouse Air 
Brake and Union Switch & Signal 
connections, he is director, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
Westinghouse Traction Brake Co., 
Pittsburgh; director and vice presi- 
dent of the American Brake Co., St. 
Louis; the National Brake & Elec- 
tric Co., Milwaukee, and Locomotive 
Stoker Co., Pittsburgh, N. S., and pre@- 
dent of the Fallston Fire Clay Co., Pitts- 
burgh. W. C. Bartholomew who was 
made a vice president of the Westing- 
house Air Brake Co., also joined the 
company in 1903, being attached to 
the Boston office. He succeeded Mr. 
Humphrey as western manager and 
remained in that position until 1913 
when he was elected president of 
the Locomotive Stoker Co., a West- 
inghouse subsidiary. C. A. Rowan. 
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the other new vice president has been 
with the company for several years. 
He started in a clerical position, be- 
came assistant auditor, then auditor 
and now is comptroller of the ac- 
counts of the entire Westinghouse 
Air Brake interests. 


W. L. Romaine has resigned as 
secretary and manager of the machine 
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tool department of the Badger- 
Packard Machinery Co., Milwaukee. 


Nathan Lester has been made su- 
perintendent of the Acme Die-Cast- 
ing Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


L. J. Hinde, vice president of the 
Toledo Machine Tool Co., Toledo, 
O., sailed recently for Europe on a 
business trip. 


Reeves K. Johnson, son of President 
Alba B. Johnson, of the Baldwin Loco- 
motive Works, has been made sales man- 
ager of the foreign trade department of 
the company, recently created. 


E, Ellsworth McCormick has resigned 
his position as purchasing agent for the 
Standard Process Steel Corp., Phillips- 
burg, N. J., to accept a position with 
the Mesta Machine Co., Pittsburgh. 


E. H. Harris has been placed in 
charge of the Pittsburgh office, 910 
Park building, recently established by 


the Edward G. Budd Mfg. Co., 


Philadelphia. 


Fred S. Sells, former vice president 
and general manager of the General 
Electric Co., of England, has become 
a member of the firm of A. U. Surp- 
renant & Co., New York. 


George Hills has resigned as man- 
ager of factory sales for the American 
Rolling Mill Co., Middletown, O., to 
become general manager for the Ohio 
General Tractor Co., Cleveland. 


C. E. Hague now is sales manager 
of the American Steam Conveyor 
Corp., Chicago. He ‘formerly was 
production engineer of the Mid-west 
Engine Co., Indianapolis. 


Louis G. Henes has been ap- 
pointed Pacific coast representative 
of the Hendy Machine Co., Torring- 
ton, Conn. He is located in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 


J. Randolph Fox, sales manager of 
the Graton & Knight Mfg. Co., Wor- 
cester, Mass., has returned from a two 
months’ European trip, having estab- 
lished new sales agencies in several im- 
portant centers in various countries. 


E. E. Wood who has represented 
the Jones & Lamson Machine Co., 
Springfield, Vt., as salesman at De- 


troit for eight years was recently 
made sales manager at the main 
office. 


P. H. Dorr, recently released from 
government service, has been appoint- 
ed secretary and sales manager of 
the Wetmore Reamer Co., 210 Syca- 
more street, Milwaukee, formerly the 
Wetmore Mechanical Laboratory Co. 


Harvey B. Wallace, president of the 
Wheel Trueing Tool Co., Detroit, and 
treasurer of the Detroit Soluble Oil 
Co., that city, has been elected a 
director of the American State bank 
of Detroit. 


Walter P. Chrysler, president and 
general manager of the Buick Motor 
Co., Flint, Mich., has been appointed 
vice president in charge of all opera- 
tions of the General Motors Corp., 
and assistant to the president. He 
continues as president of the Buick 
company but is succeeded as general 
manager .by Harry H. Bassett, who 
has been assistant general manager 
for several years. 











April 10, 1919 


Building Plans 
Of General Motors Co. Call for 
Expenditure of $37,398,000 


Detroit, April 8—W. C. Durant, 
president of the General Motors 
Corp., announces that the directors 
have authorized the expenditure of 
$37,398,000 for plant extensions and 
new construction projects to be com- 
pleted during the present fiscal’ year. 
The amounts will be distributed as 
follows: Detroit, $12,650,000; Flint, 
Mich., $6,715,000; Pontiac, Mich., 
$2,150,000; Lansing, Mich., $2,450,000; 


Saginaw, Mich., $2,427,000; Toledo, 
O., $543,000; St. Louis, $4,135,000; 
Janesville, Wis., $4,500,000; Bristol, 


Conn., $1,028,000; Mnucie, Ind., $800,- 
000. The corporation building pro- 
gram for the cities named follows: 


Detroit—Fifteen-story general of- 
fice building; four-story research 
laboratory; new plant for Cadillac 
Motor Car Co. division; sales and 
service station for Cadillac Motor 
Car Co.; differential gear and trans- 
mission plant; general heating and 
power plant; extensions to Central 
Forge Co., and Northway Motor & 
Mfg. Co. plants. 

Flint—Extensions for the Buick 
and Chevrolet plants; 1000 homes for 
employes. 


Lansing—New axle plant; exten- 
sions for Olds Motor works. 
Saginaw — Central heating and 


power plant; extensions for Central 
foundry and for motor and steering 
gear departments of Saginaw Prod- 
ucts division. 

Toledo—Extension for 
transmission department. 

St. Louis—New plant for St. Louis 
woodworking. department; large as- 
sembling plants for the Buick and 
Chevrolet divisions. 

Janesville, Wis.—Plant extensions 
for Janesville Machine Co. and Sam- 
son Tractor Co.; houses for employes. 

Bristol, Conn.—Plant . extensions 
for the New Departure Mfg. Co. 

Muncie, Ind.—Plant extensions and 
houses for employes. 

An additional sum of $6,000,000 is 
to be spent in construction work 

in Walkerville, Ont. 

‘ Henry Ford has announced that 
the Ford Motor Co., in Highland 
Park, Mich., and Henry Ford & Son, 
in Dearborn, will give employment 
at $6 a day to 1000 disabled soldiers 
in the manufacture of selfstarters, 
magnetos and other small parts. 

The Detroit Motors Parts Co., with 
offices at 212 New Telegraph build- 
ing, Detroit, has been organized with 


Chevrolet 


E. F. Wilkinson, president; F. M. 
Keeton, vice president, and R. B. 
Merrill, secretary and treasurer. The 
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company will produce piston rings and 
shafts. 

The Detroit Culto-Tractor Corp., 
recently. organized and capitalized at 
$1,500,000, will place on the market 
a tractor to sell for $750. Produc- 
tion on the first thousand has been 
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started. H. M. Jerome, formerly 
chief engineer of the Allis-Chalmers 
Mfg. Co., is production manager and 
vice president. S. R. Du Brie is chief 
engineer and secretary. Joseph Rowe 
is president and E. H. Kramer treas- 
urer. 


Obituaries 


E, JOHNSON JR., prominent as 
J a metallurgist and blast furnace 
© engineer, met his death in an 
automobile accident at Scarsdale, N. Y., 
April 4, aged 49 years. Mr. Johnson 
was struck by a machine and his skull 
was fractured. He died later in the 
hospital. At the time of his death, he 
was engaged as a consulting engineer 
with offices in New York. Mr. John- 
son was a director of the American In- 
stitute of Mining and Metallurgical [n- 
gineers and the author of “The Prin- 
ciples, Operation and Products of the 
Blast Furnace” and other works on min- 
ing and metallurgical subjects. He had 
just returned from China where he went 
to investigate mining conditions. A con- 
siderable part of his blast furnace train- 
ing was obtained in the Virginia terri- 
tory where at one time he was general 
manager of the Princess Furnace Co. at 
Glen Wilton. He was a son of Maj. 
Joseph E. Johnson, who was well known 
in the iron and steel industry. 


Burnett C. Kenyon, purchasing agent 
for the Crocker-Wheeler Co., East 
Orange, N. J., died in that city, April 
5, aged 54. 


John F. Shanley, member of the firm 
of David S. Foster Sons & Co., Utica, 
N. Y., wholesale hardware, died at his 
home in that city, March 31. He was 
born in Williamstown, Pa., Sept. 7, 1872. 


Capt. Ira E. Hicks, formerly superin- 
tendent of the New Britain Malleable 
Iron Works, New Britain, Conn., died 
at his home in that city, March 28, aged 
79 years. 


Harry A. Sheets, president of the 
West Park Engineering & Erecting Co., 
Cleveland, died at his home there after 
a short illness. He had been identified 
with many of the structural iron con- 
struction jobs in the Cleveland district 
during recent years. 


John F. Ryan, for 49 years connected 
with the key department of the Russell 
& Erwin Mfg. Co., New Britain, Conn., 
of. which he was foreman several years, 
died at his home in that city, March 27. 
He was one of the oldest employes of 
the company and an expert in key pro- 
duction, having devised many improve- 





ments. He had been secretary of the 
Foremen’s club of the company since it 
was organized in 1901. 


Benson M. Caldwell, aged 71, for- 
merly head of the Aetna and Aetna 
Standard Iron & Steel companies, 
in the Wheeling district, died at Win- 
ton Home, Winter , Park, Florida, 
April 6. He was a native of Mounds- 
ville, W. Va., and was in the iron 
business in Ironton, O., prior to tak- 
ing up that business in Wheeling. 


S. S. Rosenstamm, who has been in 
charge of copper sales for Adolph 
Lewisohn & Sons, 61 Broadway, New 
York, and who has been identified with 
the copper selling trade for 40 years, 
died recently at his home. Mr. Rosen- 
stamm came from Germany to this coun- 
try when a boy and was known in metal 
circles all over the country. 


Barry Holme Jones, secretary and 


director of the Bethlehem Steel Corp. 
and subsidiary companies, died at 
Bethlehem, Pa., April 3, of heart 


disease, aged 45 years. Before joining 
the Bethlehem forces, he was 
ager of the 
Works. 


J. Vance Roller, metallurgist of the 
United Engineering & Foundry Co., 
Pittsburgh, died at the West Penn hos- 
pital, Pittsburgh, March 29. He was 
born in Hollidaysburg, Pa, 49 years 
He had been engaged as metal- 
lurgist of the United Engineering & 
Foundry Co. for the past 15 years and 
prior to that time, had been chemist 
and later metallurgist at the Edgar 
Thomson works of the Carnegie Steel Co. 


L. Hoyt 


man- 
Bloomsburg Elevator 


ago. 


Peace, for 


several years 
treasurer of the Stanley Works, New 
Britain, Conn., died at his home in 
that city, recently, aged 74 years. 


He entered the employ of the works 
in 1864 and devoted the principal part 
of his business life to its upbuilding 
He held different positions of trust 
and responsibility before becoming 
treasurer. He was mayor of New 
Britain in 1890-91, president of the 
Burritt bank, vice president of the 
New Britain Trust Co. and a member 
of the school board 26 years. 








Eeonomie Law May Decide Prices 


Wall Street and Business Sentiment Not Downcast by Prospect of Failure of Price 
Stabilization Plan—Lackawanna Steel in Favorable Position—Gulf States 
Steel Net Hit by War—General Financial News 


BY JOHN W. HILL, FINANCIAL EDITOR 


ALL street and business 
W sentiment generally are find- 
ing it difficult to share in 


the grief exhibited in some quarters 
over the recent turn of affairs in 
connection with the Redfield price 
stabilization plan. The feeling widely 
prevails that no matter what direc- 
tion further developments in the situ- 
ation may take, the scheme, so elabo- 
rately worked out by Secretary Red- 
field and his coworkers, has lost 
any chance it might once have had 
to effectively stimulate industry. In 
fact it is felt that the muddle in 
which the plan became involved, be- 
cause of Director General Hines’ at- 
titude, has stripped it of every vestige 
of psychological influence it pos- 
sessed. Without this influence the 
plan is worthless it is admitted, since 
it was on that and that alone that 
its success depended. The whole 
plan was built up on the theory that 
if.consumers could be convinced that 
the various industries had reduced 
prices to bedrock and that if the 
government departments would start 
the ball rolling by acceptance of the 
prices and purchases, the bugaboo 
of a declining market would vanish 
and the buying public would soon 
fall into line. 

To tamper with natural economic 
laws is always a precarious proceed- 
ing and especially so at a period 
when business and the public alike, 
fretting under the bonds of months 
of artificial government control and 
restrictions and regulations, are crav- 
ing liberty and freedom of action. 
The steel industry, however, was will- 


ing to harmonize its efforts toward 
readjustment with the industrial 
board’s ideas. The coal men, how- 
ever, refused to play the board’s 


game without assurance that the rail- 
road administration would buy at the 
agreed prices. Further discourage- 
ment came with the refusal of the 
southern pine growers to join in the 
pian. 

Thus it would seem that, after 
all, the period of readjustment must 
be passed through without artificial 
assistance. The law of supply and 
demand promises to reign supreme 
once more. And that is why many 
people in financial and business circles 
cannot find it within themselves to 


shed tears over the prospect. Why 
this attitude? Because hard headed 
practical men as a rule believe that 
a normal, secure and healthy peace 
basis will be reached more speedily 
under the free play of natural eco- 
nomic forces than if the government 
should attempt to lead business by 
the hand. Some have held that the 
stabilization plan far from being a 
stabilizer was merely a. postponement 
of the readjustment that was in- 
evitable in any event. 


There are those in the steel in- 
dustry and elsewhere who believe that 
the country is at the threshold of a 
secondary period of inflation and 
higher or at least sustained prices, 
due chiefly to the additionally ex- 
panded condition of currency and 
credits that may follow the next loan 
and the urgent and enormous world 
requirements for goods of every. de- 
scription which can only be met out 
of the abundance existing in the 
United States. It is predicted by 
those holding this view that the sign- 
ing of the treaty of peace will induce 
a rapid return of normal international 
trade relations and that many coun- 
tries even those who are set against 
buying outside their own borders will 
be forced to come to America for 
goods to enable them to resume in- 
dustrial activities. 


Others, of whom Director General 
Hines is a conspicuous exponent, 
firmly believe that the prices of com- 
modities are certain to fall. The buy- 
ing public holds to this belief also 
and the fear of declining prices is 
the big factor in retarding the wheels 
of industry now. There are many 
strong arguments on both sides of 
the controversy and the opponents 
now are in deadlock. How is the 
matter to be decided? Mr. Redfield 
planned to set up a government board 
as arbiter but now it seems that the 
arbiter is to be the law of supply 
and demand. The operation of the 
law will determine the eventual trend 
of prices. The process might entail 
some hardship, for readjustment is 
always accompanied by a degree of 
pain. But the result, because it would 
be produced by natural: economic 
cause and effect, possibly would be 
more satisfying and reassuring and 
unmistakable. Many believe that the 
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readjustment would cause unemploy- 
ment and hamper industry and bring 
about lower prices for a time, but that 
when a basis is reached which is 
accepted as normal, a buying move- 
ment to fill out depleted stocks of 
all kinds will begin sending prices 
upward again. 

edge of the readjustment 
should be softened by the nearness 
of spring and possibility of at least 
a degree of activity in the building 
industry and public improvements. 
This should relieve the labor situa- 
tion. The promise of peace by Easter 
should also operate to restore con- 
fidence and help business generally, 
providing always that bolshevism is 
stemmed and the Germans sign on 
the dotted line. 

In discussing prices of industrial 
products the biggest factor—wages, 
must not be overlooked. A _ glance 
at the annual reports of big steel 
companies is sufficient to convince the 
most skeptical that present prices are 
high because wages are high and 
because wages make up 85 per cent 
of the steel industry’s costs. Em- 
ployers, in view of the present high 
cost of living are reluctant to dis- 
turb these wages. But they can- 
not continue to operate and meet 
the huge payrolls unless they receive 
sufficient in return for their prod- 
uct sold to justify it. There is little 
Hope of an immediate reduction of 
the cost of living, with the cost of 
wheat kept up and millions of hungry 
mouths to be fed in Europe, There- 
fore prewar prices would mean dis- 
aster and shut down for many con- 
cerns. There is but one way to re- 
duce prices and keep wages up and 
that is by increased production, re- 
ducing the unit costs. This in the 
opinion of many practical men is the 
one big hope for labor and for in- 
dustry and it may be accomplished 
through scientific management and co- 
operation and heightened efficiency on 
the part of labor. 


Peace Finds Lackawanna 


in Improved Position 


The Lackawanna Steel Co. is find- 
ing it easy to get upon a normal peace 
basis because the close of the war 
left the company with an improved 
plant capable of larger production 
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than before and at relatively lower 
prices, according to President C. H. 
McCullough Jr., in the annual report 
recently put out. Consequently, he 
says, stockholders may look forward 
with aSsurance that the company will 
hold its place through the period of 
readjustment of industry. The favor- 
able position of the company at pres- 
ent was possible because its war pro- 
duction was in the channels for which 
its mills were best suited, thus ob- 
viating the necessity of entering new 


fields or acquiring additional equip- 
ment. 
According to President McCul- 


lough the company has increased its 
common labor wages 180 per cent, the 
rate now being 42 cents an _ hour. 
Out of the year’s earnings $20,503,- 
737 was absorbed by wages; $12,546,- 
000 by taxes and $2,983,287 was dis- 
bursed in dividends. The average 
number of employes during the year 
was 12,015. 

Gross sales amounted to $83,438,135, 
a gain over 1917, although shipments 
decreased 2.04 per cent. Manufac- 
turing costs increased from $46,438,135 
in 1917 to $58,190,318. The balance 
before dividends was $8,348,354 against 
$16,106,976 in 1917. 

The company’s financial position is 
good, with current assets of $44,609,- 
802 and current liabilities of $20,- 
012,920, leaving net working assets of 
$24,596,882, against $20,086,363 the pre- 
ceding year. The total surplus of 
the company as of Dec. 31, 1918, was 














$33,771,280. The comparative income 
account follows: 
1918 1917 

Gets GEE ccc cccccccece $83,438,135 $77,446,241 
Manufacturing and operating 

GIGS i ccccccccccces 58,190,318 46,650,980 

BAGS cccccccccccces $25,247,817 $30,795,261 
Other income ..........-- 980,891 858,190 

Total income .......... $26,228,708 $31,653,451 
Administrative expenses and 

ordinary taxes ......... 2,809,804 1,819,535 

Net earnings .......... $23,418,904 $29,833,916 
Bond interest ........... 1,097,159 1,485,278 
Extinguishment, depreciation 

SOE. cn cddcdcn<éuss 3,023,391 2,201,662 
Federal taxes .....+-+++. 10,950,000 10,040,000 

DEE. s 6écvdcendstvecs $8,348,354 $16,106,976 
PR ceca cokes cndue 2,983,287 3,158,777 

GE? nice vighene eX $5,365,067 $12,948,199 


During the year the company re- 
ceived from mines in which it is in- 
terested and from other sources 2,410,- 
000 gross tons of ore and produced 
810,483 gross tons of coke, and 1,085,- 
627 gross tons of pig iron. The ship- 
ments of products for 1918 are shown 
in comparison with 1917 and 1914 in 
the following table: 


1918 1917 1914 
Standard rails ...... 227,186 310,655 176,877 
Light rails ......... 13,119 7,828 6,384 
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Angle bars, fittings, etc. 58,712 74,606 47,788 
Structural shapes .... 144,233 135,329 85,568 
SED sew ceeds abice 134,952 111,370 25,941 
Merchant bars, etc 512,422 423,046 102,259 
Sheet bars, slabs, bil 

lets and blooms 80,283 122,029 44,464 
Pig iron and miscel 

a ae 7,078 17,631 90,461 

BEL: edettaseween 1,177,985 1,202,494 579,742 


for 


War Brought Losses 
Gulf States Steel 


The war’s curtailment of the com- 
pany’s normal business and the part 
it assumed in war work for which 
its equipment was net suited was 
directly responsible for the decrease 
of $2,474,075 in gross profits of the 
Gulf States Steel Co. in 1918, ac- 
cording to President James Bowron. 
Among the factors contributing to 
the unfavorable results of the year 
for the company were: Losses on 
government and allied contracts; in- 
creased cost of ferromanganese; wage 
and freight rate advances; and 
ders for government for which 
company was not fitted. 


or- 


the 


President Bowron points out that 
although 58 percent of the company’s 
1917 business was export trade, this 
was stopped in 1918 except for ship- 
ments made under allocation from the 
director of steel supply in Washing- 
ton. 


“Instead,” he says, “of extensive and 
profitable business previously enjoyed 
the company was requested to make 
shell steel for which its equipment 
was not adapted and in lieu thereof 
was required to deliver steel for rail- 
road equipment of a character unsuit- 
ed to the company’s plant and to de- 
liver the same at a point geograph- 
ically unsuitable and outside the 
ordinary range of its markets.” 


President Bowron says that the iron 
trade was discriminated against on 
the carriage of blast furnace raw ma- 
terials, rates on which were advanced 
in the case of the Gulf States Steel 
Co., from 50 to 122 per cent. The 
ironmaking companies have sought 
relief from this preferential but at 
date none has been granted. The 
average annual wage per employe 
advanced from $935 in 1916 to $1478 


in 1918. The year’s operations de- 
pleted the company’s net working 
assets from the $5,014,273 of Dec. 


31, 1917, to $3,849,993. Current assets 
of $4,552,384 included $735,621 in cash 


and $643,350 in Liberty bonds. The 
comparative income account follows: 
1918 1917 
Gross profits ........+.+. $1,725,849 $4,199,925 
Deductions for depreciation, 
CRE, GB. ccccsscccces 534,187 1,328,447 
Ol BE -cbcopeseueas $1,191,662 2,871,478 
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Financial Crop Ends 











The E. F. Hauserman Co., Fenestra 
building, Cleveland, manufacturer of 
solid steel windows, has absorbed and 
is operating the Metalcraft Co., manu- 
facturer of steel lockers, shelving and 
bins, tote boxes, etc., under the name 
of the former. The officers of the 
company are: President, E. F., 
Hauserman; vice president, G. M. 
Mills, and secretary, J. F. Maline. 

* 


For the purpose of refunding a 
smaller bond issue; for permanently 
funding plant additions; to purchase 
a ganister plant now being operated 
and to add a complete machine shop 
and storehouse, the Standard Refrac- 
tories Co., Claysburg, Pa., has issued 
$500,000 10-year 6 per cent first. mort- 
gage bonds. 


* * * 
The American Auto Body Co, 
North Milwaukee, Wis., has filed a 


voluntary petition in bankruptcy, fol- 
lowing the institution of involuntary 
proceedings by three creditors a short 
time ago. Schedules admit liabilities 
of $34,180 and claim assets of $44,426, 
including a claim of $4200 against the 
government on account of loss in- 
curred on goods manufactured. 
y * * 


Gross sales of the Carbo-Hydrogen 
Co. of America, Pittsburgh, in 1918 
aggregated $941,682, an increase over 
1917 of $416,761. Gross profits were 
$380,305, an increase of $152,149 over 
1917. Net profits after all charges 
were $130,875. Contingent upon con- 
sent of the government, the company 
has set aside the sum of $200,000 for 
depreciation. 

* * 

The property of the Keystone Axle 
Works, Thirty-third street and Alle- 
gheny Valley railroad, Pittsburgh, has 
been transferred to the Pittsburgh 
Malleable Iron Co. The property has 
120 feet frontage on Thirty-third street 
and 78 feet along the railroad and has 
iron sheathed buildings. It is adjacent 
to the present plant of the new 


owners. 
* * * 


Stockholders of the Cruiser. Car Co., 
Madison, Wis., have filed application 
for a receivership. The company was 
organized to build a combination 
touring-camping automobile and a fac- 
tory has been in course of construc- 
tion for some time. Work ceased a 
short time ago when the contractors, 
A. B. & C. K. Fritz, brought suit on 
claims. 

oe 68 

Approval of the Pennsylvania state 
authorities recently was granted for 
the merger of the Pittsburgh Forge & 
Iron Co., Pittsburgh, chartered in 
1864, and the Pittsburgh Rolling Mill 
& Forge Co., a charter for which was 
issued last September, under the name 
of the former company. The com- 
bination is capitalized at $205,000 and 
the officers are: President, F. E. 
Richardson; vice president, Ben G. 
Wells; secretary and treasurer, W. IL. 
Miller; and Harry Darlington Jr., 
Donald C. Bakewell and James P. 
McLean, directors. 








Used Lists Deter Sale of New Tools 


Disposition of War Plant Machinery in Many Directions Reflected in Slow Movement 
of Builders’ Product—Heavy Equipment Inquiries Out in Pittsburgh—Railroad 
Purchasing Still in Abeyance— Many Building Projects Reported 


CCELERATED selling of used machinery has 
A been interfering more plainly with the dispo- 

sition of new tools. This is particularly marked 
in the Pittsburgh and Cleveland districts, where book- 
ings for new machinery have been few. Chicago 
dealers are exchanging new equipment for second- 
hand which does not meet peacetime requirements. In 
Cleveland and Detroit territories, bargains are offered 
from former war work plants and much of the cur- 
rent demand is being met with them. A Cleveland 
house is selling the $100,000 screw machine section 
equipment owned by the Toledo Screw Products Co., 
Toledo, O. About one-fourth of the machinery of 
the Dayton Metal Products Co.’s plant has been dis- 
posed of. The Sterling Engineering Co., Toledo, is 
selling its excess machinery as is the Davis Sewing 
Machine Co., Dayton. 

While some dealers complain about an absence of 
business, others who are looking up orders vigorously, 
report satisfactory sales. Orders in Chicago, con- 
sidered individually represent small sums but in the 
aggregate, total a large outlay and compare favorably 
with the purchasing rate of the corresponding ‘period 
in 1917, which was exceeded only by the banner year 
which followed. 

Several inquiries are current in Pittsburgh and New 
York for cranes and in the former district for heavy 
equipment, such as blooming mills, etc. In the east 
the biggest machine tool inquiry of the week is one 
for drilling machines, etc., for export to Belgium, 
issued by the Belgo-American Corp., Philadelphia. Aid 
from the War Finance Corp. is expected to stabilize 
the export trade greatly. The Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey, 26 Broadway, New York, has issued in- 
quiries for tools for its Charleston, S. C. plant. Chi- 
cago dealers expect the Bucyrus Co., Milwaukee, to 
close within 30 days on its large list. The Virden Co., 
Cleveland, the Hoover Suction Sweeper Co., North 


Canton, O., the Tidewater Oil Co., New York, and 
the Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co., New- 
port News, Va., all are out with small lists. The Illi- 
nois Steel Co., inquiry for Gary, Ind., is active at 
Chicago. 

Stagnation marks practically all railroad tool pur- 
chasing efforts. This is accentuated by the stalemate 
reached by the railroad administration and the in- 
dustrial- board with reference to the acceptance of 
prices for basic materials adopted by, the latter. The 
Burlington road seems to be the only one able to 
make purchases in Chicago. The Altoona & Northern 
railroad, Altoona, Pa., is taking quotations to replace 
tools destroyed by fire recently. 


Salvage boards of the government are disposing of 
the latter’s excess equipment direct to users instead 
of through middlemen. It is believed that a definite 
policy in this regard will be determined at a sale 
of about 600 tools through sealed bids at the plant of 
the Union Switch & Signal Co., Swissvale, Pa. 

Locomotive crane manufacturers are interested in 
the efforts of the director of military railroads to dis- 
pose of over 200 locomotive cranes, 10 to 35-ton 
capacity at concessions. from prices quoted by them. 

In practically all districts building projects are re- 
ported which are expected to develop large tool needs. 
Some of these are held up pending an adjustment of 
raw material prices. While the announcement of the 
General Motors Corp., Detroit, that it will expend $37,- 
000,000 in new buildings this year is not expected to 
mean much tool buying, some is expected. The New 
Departure Mfg. Co., Bristol, Conn., part of the Gen- 
eral Motors, is to erect a million dollar extension. 
The Buick division is to require $100,000 worth of 
tools. M. W. Kellogg Co., Jersey City, N. J., has a 
$3,000,000 project in contemplation. These are but a 
few of many propositions that are talked about. 


Belgian Inquiry is Largest One Current in East 


HAT is said to be the largest inquiry to come out 

in the eastern machine tool market during the past 
week has been that of the Belgo-American Corp., 1418 
Walnut street, Philadelphia. A large number of drilling 
machines and other machine tools are required for export 
to Belgium. The Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, 26 
Broadway, New York City, which has large lists out for 
Bayway, N. J., and Roumania, is now issuing inquiries 
for equipment for its proposed plant at Charleston, S. C., 
and it is expected to be in the market shortly for some 
machinery for a plant at Humbolt, Tex. The inquiries 


for Charleston include some punching and shearing equip- 
ment, and have not as yet run large. 

Other inquiries now current include one turret lathe 
and three engine lathes for the Tidewater Oil Co., 11 
Broadway, New York City. The Terry Shipbuilding Co. 
is in the market for a small list of drill presses and 
other tools. Another shipbuilder in the market for a 
small amount of miscellaneous equipment is the Newport 
News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Corp., Newport News, 
Va. The Bath Iron Works, Bath, Me., is buying a few 
tools, including two steam hammers of 1500 and 2000 
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Rolling High Speed Steel 


Here is shown a close up view of our 18 inch 3 
rolling mills. This cogged billet has already been : 
passed through several times, and is well on its way 
toward reduction to dimensions for commercial use. 

Commercial use? Do you know that the 
majority of large users and twist drill and milling 
cutter manufacturers in America are using Ludlum 


ns 
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Prompt shipments from warehouse stock at Watervliet, N. Y., 
or Detroit, Michigan—handled through our District Offices. 


: Steels ? : 
= Let us tell you Why. 2 
: Ludlum Consistently Uniform Brands: 
_ Mohawk Extra Pompton Albany : 
= High Speed Steel Carbon Tool Steel Alloy Tool Steel ; 
= Oneida No. 1 Huron a 
= Oil Hardening Tool Steel Ludlum Steel Alloy Die Steel g 
E Teton Seminole Yuma a 
— Ball Bearing Steel ‘Fool Proof’’ Chisel Steel Chrome Magnet Steel § 
= 2 


LUDLUM STEEL COMPANY, wateaviter: ny. 


Branch Offices: New York City Philadelphia Chicago Detroit 
Cleveland Cambridge Cincinnati Buffalo 
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Say you saw it in Tue Iron Trave Review 





982 


pounds capacity, respectively. Gould & Eberhardt, New- 
ark, N. J., have been small buyers. Buying. by the rail- 
roads continues at a standstill, with little assurance at 
this time of anything being done for several weeks. 

Several sizable building projects have come before the 
trade during the past week fincluding a $1,000,000 exten- 
sion at the plant of the New Departure Mfg. Co., Bristol, 
Conn., manufacturer of ball bearings. This latter develop- 
ment was announced at the offices of the General Motors 
Corp., Detroit, which took over the New Departure com- 
pany last winter, and is a part of the program for in- 
creasing the facilities of the General Motors Corp. 
throughout the country at a cost of approximately $37,- 
000,000. The M. W. Kellogg Co., Jersey City, N. J., 
riveted pipe manufacturer, has purchased 40 acres along 
Newark bay for the erection of a large plant. It is 
said $3,000,000 will be expended. Charles F. McKenna, 
Edgewater, N. J., has sold a 187 x 840-foot plot along the 
Hudson river in that city to a newly organized corpora- 
tion, which is a subsidiary of a concern manufacturing 
stationary and marine boilers. A boiler plant, costing 
approximately $500,000, will be erected. The Ford Motor 
Co. has taken an option on 30 acres at South Boston for 
the erection of a large plant for manufacturing a new 
type of car to sell at $250. The White Fireproof Con- 
struction Co., New York. City, has received a contract 
from the General Motors Corp., Chevrolet division, for 
the erection of an enameling and assembling plant at 
Tarrytown, N. Y. 

Few new inquiries have come out in the crane market, 
and little business is being placed. The Standard Oil Co. 
of New Jersey is expected to issue a formal list shortly 
for one 10-ton, two 20-ton and one 30-ton overhead 
cranes for Bayway, N. J. These specifications are slightly 
different from those at first reported. A gantry crane 
will also be included in the list. An inquiry is out for 
two hydraulic jib cranes for the plant at Bayway. The 
McMyler-Interstate Co. has recently received an order 
for a 35-ton locomotive crane for that plant. The Worth- 
ington Pump & Machinery Corp., 115 Broadway, New 
York City, is inquiring for one 5-ton and one 10-ton 
electric crane for its plant at Harrison, N. J. The Bay 
State Railway Co., Boston, has bought two 10-ton cranes, 
one from the Milwaukee Electric Crane & Mfg. Co., and 
the other from N. B. Payne, 25 Church street, New York 
City. The locomotive crane industry is somewhat per- 
turbed over the disposition of more than 200 locomotive 
cranes, ranging from 10 to 35 tons in capacity, in the 
possession of the director of military railroads offered at 
concessions under the prices quoted by many builders 
which is having a depressing effect upon the locomotive 
crane industry. It is stated that in normal times, these 
cranes would supply the needs of the country for a year. 


Chicego Tool Selling Equals 1917 Rate 


[* spite of the absence of large buying of machine 
tool equipment in the Chicago district dealers find 
total sales are giving an unexpected record. The 
aggregate of small purchases is greater than would 
appear until seen in the report for the month. So 
far this year, in the experience of several sellers, the 
record is above that of the corresponding period of 
1917, which was a strong year, dwarfed only by the 
tremendous business of 1918. In many instances dealers 


now are taking used equipment in exchange for new 
machines, aiding users to suit their tools better to 
the demands of peace. 

The salvage board of the government in disposing 
of equipment left on the government’s hands at the 
close of the war is seeking to place it direct with 
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users rather than pass it through the hands of 
middlemen. The Bucyrus Co., South Milwaukee, is 
asking for considerable equipment but will not close 
for 30 days. The total is close to $200,000. The live 
inquiry of the Illinois Steel Co. for machinery for the 
Gary plant is expected to be closed shortly. The 
Burlington railroad, the only road apparently having 
the money to buy equipment, has not yet closed on 
its recent inquiry. Unusual demand is being met for 
presses, punch presses, forming presses and the like. 


Bookings Are Few in. Pittsburgh 


EVERAL inquiries are coming out in the Pittsburgh 

district for cranes and other heavy equipment. For 
the most part they are merely for estimating purposes 
and bookings have been few. In the lighter lines, little 
business is going on, for the railroads lack funds to make 
purchases and other buyers are inclined to wait for a 
little clearer line on the future before going ahead. The 
question of. prices still remains an open one, while the 
disposition of the government holdings is anothet one 
that makes for caution. It is reported that a fair number 
of steel mills are figuring on adding to their equipment 
or replacing worn out stock, but the differences between 
the railroad administration and the industrial board over 
the recognition of the steel prices approved by the latter, 
it is feared, will hold up indefinitely any business that 
might have come out had the price stabilizing plan been 
effectual. Mackintosh-Hemphill Co., Pittsburgh, recently 
shipped to the new Lowellville, O., plant of the Sharon 
Steel Hoop Co. a 34-inch two high blooming mill and a 
five-stand 21-inch Morgan continuous mill. The Lowell- 
ville plant is nearing completion and is expected to be in 
operation shortly. : 


Cleveland Dealers Disagree on Tool Situation 


ONFLICTING reports as to the tool market’s con- 
dition, are current among Cleveland machine tool 
dealers. Some say the market is dull, uninteresting and 
featureless, while several claim to be doing a satisfactory 
amount of business with a fair number of inquiries 
coming in. These last state however, that to sell ma- 
chinery today, it is necessary to be aggressively on the 
alert and their sales sheets show the results of that 
policy. Two or three dealers claim not to have moved 
a new machine from warehouse floors in two or three 
weeks and while the movement of used machinery has 
been accelerated in recent weeks by the appearance of 
a large number of former war work machines in the 
market, this has been admittedly detrimental to the 
sale of new equipment. It is believed by some tool 
traders that upon the conclusion of the peace conference 
in Paris, much business will open up. Expansion in the 
export market too which is expected soon is looked 
upon as being beneficial to domestic trading. 

While many of the sales made are for one or two 
small machines, the White Motor Co. recently bought 
several machines, including two lathes. One of the 
largest inquiries received is from the Union Tool Co., 
Chicago, for the following tools: One 7-foot, two 5- 
foot and one 36-inch boring mills; nine lathes—one 24- 
inch Gisholt, two 28-inch, one 21-foot and one 6-foot 
LeBlond, three 26-inch x 16-foot LeBlond or Bridgeford, 
one 36-inch, 16 to 18-foot Lodge & Shipley, one 20-inch 
x 12-foot Bridgeford and one 14-inch Jones & Lamson 
turret; two 24-inch stroke shapers; two 5-foot radial high- 
duty, one 20-inch and one 5-spindle drill presses; one 
36-inch x 12-foot Gray planer and one 36-inch x 12-foot 
open side planer; one No. 2 keyseater and one keyseater 
to cut 1%-inch keyseats; one No. 5 Cincinnati milling 
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machine and one 36-inch Ingersoll slab miller with 12- 
foot bed and one 1%-inch Landis bolt cutter. Three 
emery wheel stands are also required as well as one 
power hack saw and one dise grinder. The Moline Plow 
Co,, Moline, IIL, is offering a number of machines for 
resale which no longer meet their requirements, as is 
the Sterling Engineering Co., Toledo, O., and the Davis 
Sewing Machine Co., Dayton, O. The latter concern is 


understood to be buying a few tools as well. The 
Virden Co., 2166 Ashland road, Cleveland, is asking for 
a 4-spindle %-inch automatic screw machine and a 


spinning lathe in addition to the No. 3 consolidated in- 
clinable press with 4-inch stroke it advertised for re- 
cently. The Arco Co., Cleveland, still is looking for a 
gap lathe, inquired for about three weeks ago. The 
Automatic Screw Products Co., Detroit, has purchased 
some additional equipment through a Cleveland dealer, 
including some 14-inch automatics. The United States 
Copper Products Co., Cleveland, has been buying some 
equipment and recently closed on a small grinder. It 
is understood to be in the market for more machinery 
for its plant. The Cleveland Tractor Co., Cleveland, 
bought a few small machines recently, but the demand 
in this territory from tractor builders has not come up 
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Dealers in the Cleveland territory are somewhat inclined to 
discount the importance of the announcement made by 
the General Motors Corp., Detroit, that it would expend 
$37,000,000 this year on plant enlargements, believing 
that comparatively little of this is to be spent for ma- 
chinery. It is reported however that the Buick Motor 
Co., division at Flint, Mich., is to buy $100,000 worth of 
equipment for a machine plant. 

Projects that are expected to develop sizable ma- 
The 
Michigan Motor Specialties Co., Detroit, which at pres- 
ent is operating a few automatics, plans to expand so 
that it will have accommodations for from 60 to 80 to 
operate on general stamping and automobile screw ma- 
chine part work. The Wheeling Mold & Foundry Co., 
Wheeling, W. Va., is expected to issue a list shortly for 
equipment for a machine shop, 300x350 feet, which §it 
plans to erect. The Liberty Starter Co., Detroit, has 
started to construct another building, and wants heavy 
presses, etc. The Drillers Machine Shop, Lawton, Okla., 
of which A. Wolverton is president, wants machinery for 
repairing oil well machinery. The Altoona & Northern 
Railroad Co., Altoona, Pa., had its shops damaged by 
fire recently and all machine tools are to be replaced. 


to expectations. The Hoover 


Suction Sweeper 


Co., 


It is now receiving quotations. 


The Mutual Truck Co., 


North Canton, O., so far as can be learned, has not Sullivan, Ind., wants standard machine shop tools re- 
closed on the fair sized list of tools it issued a few quired in the manufacture of trucks as does the Kentucky 
weeks ago. The Allegheny Forging Co., Pittsburgh, Wagon Mfg. Co., Louisville, Ky., which contemplates the 
wants a 3-ton boom crane and is asking for prices. erection of a large building for that purpose. 
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from the Field of Industry 
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Among New England Factories 


PORTLAND, ME.—The Hohmmann-Nelson Co. has 
been incorporated to make temperature and time- 
controlling devices with $150,000 capital. E. Connor, 
H.' I. Smith and A. B. Farnham are the incor- 
porators, 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H.—The Hughes Foulkrod & 
Co. and Warren, Moore & Co. are drawing plans for 
the erection of a foundry addition here for the gov- 
ernment. C. W. Parks, bureau of yards and docks, 
Washington, D. C., is in charge of the work. 

BOSTON.—The Ford Moter Co. has taken an option 
,on 30 acres of land in South Boston for the con- 
struction of a plant. 

BOSTON.—-The E. H. Haneock Co. has been in- 
corporated to make machinery, ete., with $10,000 
vapital, by FE. H. Hancock, West Medford, Mam, 
Ralph E. Gibson and F, A. Thayer. 

HOLYOKE, MASS.—The Walsh Steam Boiler Works 
plans @ 2-story brick machine shop. 
> LEB; MABS.+-The Clark-Allen Machine Co. is erect 
‘Ing & 8-story plant. 

BRISTOL, GONN.—The Ingraham Clock Co. has 
let a contract fora 6-story, 50 x 100-foot addi- 
‘tion, estimated to Gost $70,000, 


BRISTOL, CONN,—A $1,000,000 plant will be 


erected in. Bristol, Conn., according to plans just 
announced at the headquarters of the General Motors 
Pes Se 

»\ DEEP RIVER, GONN.—Pratt, Bead & Co. have bet 


a contract for a 2-story, 80 x 80-foot machine shop 
addition, estimated to cost $25,000. 

NEW HAVEN, CONN.—The Marlin-Rockwell Co. 
is taking bids for a foundry, 110 x 180 feet. G. 
C. Sibley, 116 Foster street, is architect. 

NEW LONDON, CONN.—The D. E. Whiton Ma- 
chine Co. is erecting a plant addition, 150 x 200 
feet. 

PLAINVILLE, CONN.—Landers, Frary & Clark has 


IVNUUCLO TEAL LUT nth 


Along the Atlantic Coast 





BROOKLYN, N. Y.—The National Mayonaise Ma- 
nag Bae Ser Aye orem fog ape seang 
M. E. Jacobson, 


Y.—The American Nailing Machine 
$22,000 capital, 


BROOKLYN, N. 
Corp. has been incorporated with 


let a contract for the erection of a factory and 
boiler house, 60 x 162 feet and 40 x 42 feet. 
PUTNAM, CONN.—The Nightingale-Morse Mills, 
Inc., has awarded a contract for the eerction of a 
hydroelectric power plant, 28 x 40 feet. 


SOUTHINGTON, CONN.—The Peck, Stow-Wilcox 


INOUYE 


TY 


Fa 


by H. L. Holbrook, M. I. and A. 8. Fisk, 364 St. 
Johns place. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—The Farraday Electrical Corp. 
has been incorporated with $20,000 capital, by L. 
Goldbaum, L. Snitkoff and B. P. Nussbaum, 2029 
Surf avenue. 

BUFFALO.—The Progressive Structural Ste¢l Co., 
Builders Exchange, plans to rebuild its plant, recently 
damaged by fire. 

LANCASTER, N. Y.—The American Malleable Co. 
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contemplates an addition. 
pleted. 

NEW YORK.—The Todd Shipyards Corp., 15 White- 
hall street, has filed plans for a i-story plant addi- 
tion. 

NEW YORK.—The Fox Tool Co. has been incor- 
porated with $10,000 capital, by H. L. Rashbaum, 
A, and L. L. Feldman, 164 South Fourth street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y.—The United States Al- 
loys Co. has bought 30 acres near here and will erect 
a plant. 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y.—Plans are being drawn 
for an addition to the plant of the U. 8. Light & 
Heat Corp., F. Engel in charge. 

TARRYTOWN, N. Y.—The General Motors Corp. 
has awarded a contract to the White Fireproof & 
Construction Co., New York, for a building 80 » 220 
feet. The new building will be used for enameling and 
assembling purposes. 

TUCKAHOE, N. Y.—The Elgo Mfg. Co. has been 
incorporated to make electric bells, etc., with $10,- 
000 capital, by G. W. Smythe, J. J. Monahan and 
J. A. MeLoughlin, 154 Ninety-first street. 

WESTFIELD, N. Y.—Armour & Co. has let a 
contract for the erection of a power house, 116 » 200 
feet, estimated to cost $300,000. 

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y.—The Stove Repair Corp. 
has been incorporated with $50,000 capital, by C. 
A. Sattler, C. L. Krekel and W. H. Shaw, 81 
Sterling street, Brooklyn, N. Y. - 

BROWNSVILLE, PA.—The Vesta Coal Co., Ross 
street and Third avenue, Pittsburgh, has bought 21 
acres of coal land near here. The company has let 
a contract for additional coke ovens near its Hazel- 
wood plant. 

FARRELL, PA.—The American Sheet & Tin Plate 
Co., Frick building, Pittsburgh, has had plans pre- 
pared for a copperas plant estimated to cost $350,000. 

IRWIN, PA.—The Irwin Auto Machine Co. has 
been ineorporated with $20,000 capital, by 0. L. 
Kealey, Walter H. Neubert and 0. R. Reichen, 
Wendell, Pa. 

McKEESPORT, PA.—This city will vote soon on 
a bend issue of $046,000, part of which will be 
used for waterworks improvements. 

PHILADELPHIA.—The Thompson Iron Works, 1825 
Callowhill street, plans extension and alterations. 

PHILADELPHIA.—The contract for a $9000 ma- 
chine shop for the Albroclem Elevator Co. has been 
awarded to the Robert EB. Land Co. 

PHILADELPHIA.—A 1-story, brick, 30 x 75-foot 
smelting building will be erected at 1220 North 
Forty-second street by Max Cutler. 

PHILADELPHIA.—A $50,000 addidtion 16 x 1000 
feet will be erected at the Pennsylvania railroad 
roundhouse. 

PHILADELPHIA.—The Austin Co., Cleveland, is 
taking bids on a foundry, 70 x 144 feet, for the 
Philadelphia Sash Weight Works. 

PITTSBURGH.—The E. T. Lippert Saw Co., 19 
Lincoln avenue, is building an addition. 

READING, PA.—The Long-Henkel Mfg. Co., tools, 
dies and machinery, has been incorporated with $30,- 
000 capital, by Cleveland E. Long, William F. Henkel 
and Albert J. } Wagner. 

SHARON, PA.—The Sharon Waterworks Co. will 
build a new plant. 

YORK, PA.—The Bair Products Co., tron and steel 
mill supplies, has been incorporated with $5000 capi- 
tal, by D. J. Harding, Anthony Bieveneur and 8. 
R. Bauch. 


Plans are being com- 
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chinery, forgings and castings and cotton gin cabinets 
will be started within a month by the Jones-Boardman 
Corp., which recently acquired a factory site of 26 
acres in this city. In addition to the buildings now 
standing, a 2-story warehouse will be added. 

ALEXANDRIA, VA.—The plant of the Alexandria 
Ship Building Corp. recently was damaged by fire. 

NORFOLK, VA.—C. W. Parks, chief of the bu- 
reau of yards and docks, Washington, is taking bids 
for a galvanizing plant here, estimated to cost 
$180,000. 
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GREENSBORO, N. C.—The Southern Truck & Car 
Corp. is reported to be planning the erection of a 
new plant. 

HIGH POINT, N. C.—The National Machine & 
Electrie Co. plans to purchase additional equipment 
for its proposed machine shop and foundry. T. G. 
Shelton is secretary. 

GREENVILLE, 8. C.—The Gower-Mason Electric 
Co. plans to equip a 2-story building as a machine 
and repair shop for repairing motors and other elec- 
trical equipment. 





SULT HA Va 
= =| 
| Central States Activities | 
A Ln Mi nT 


CLINTONVILLE, WIS.—Julius Spearbreaker, secre- 
tary of the water and light commission, is taking 
bids for a triplex plunger pump and other equip- 
ment. 

EAU CLAIRE, WIS.—The United States Switch 
Co. is completing plans for the enlargement of its 
iron and steel foundry and its machine shop. 

EAU CLAIRE, WIS.—A blacksmith and machine 





Government Tool Policy 
May be Revealed 


ASHINGTON, April 8&— 

Determination of the policy 
of the machine tool section of 
the office of the director of sales, 
war department, with regard to 
the disposal of surplus govern- 
ment equipment may depend 
largely on the outcome of a sale 
of machine tools to be made on 
April 21, involving equipment at 
the plant of the Union Switch & 
Signal Co., Swissvale, Pa. Sealed 
bids for these tools will be re- 
ceived until 11 a. m. on the date 
mentioned at the office of the dis- 
trict manager of finance, air serv- 
ice, Keenan building, Pittsburgh, 
or at the material disposition sec- 
tion, finance division, air service, 
Washington. This will mark the 
first sale of machine tools by the 
government through sealed bids 
and if it is successful may estab- 
lish a policy that will be adhered 
to permanently, although net an 
exclusive policy. Plans for hav- 
ing machine tool makers and 
dealers dispose of some of the 
equipment still are under way. 
The proposal now under consid- 
eration, but not concluded, pro- 
poses the payment by the govern- 
ment of a commission of 7% per 
cent to the manufacturers and 
dealers. The Union Switch & 
Signal Co. list covers about 600 
tools including 8 boring mills, 28 
drill presses, 95 grinders, 192 
lathes, 218 milling machines, 21 
screw machines and miscellaneous 
machines. 











shop will be erected at a cost of $30,000 by the 
Wissota Sand & Gravel Co. The contract has 
been let. 

HARTFORD, WIS:.—A 1-story machine shop and 
storage building, 60 » 80 feet, will be erected by 
Leach & Christenson. The work will cost about 
$15,000. 

LA CROSSE, WIS.—The Bump Paper Fastener Co. 
has let a contract for a plant, one story, 60 x 160 
feet, at an estimated cost of $25,000. 

MANITOWOC, WIS.—The Manitowoc Gas Co. has 
awarded a contract to the Sturgis Machine Co., 
Sturgis, Mich., for a new trestle and coal-handling 
tramway. 

MILWAUKEE.—tThe . National Enameling & Stamp- 
ing Co., 909 St. Paul avenue, will take bids soon 
for a large warehouse, estimated to cost $300,000. 

MILWAUKEE.—The Cutier-Hammer Mfg. Co. has 
awarded a contract for a l-story addition, 60 x 160 
feet. 

MILWAUKEE.—The Corrugated Tank Machine Co., 
capitalized at $5000, has been chartered by Paul 
Steudel, F. Thill and H. F. Friedrich, 120 Wis- 
consin street. 

BESSEMER, MICH.—Architect John Anderson, 
Ironwood, Mich., has prepared plans for a power 
house here. The name of the owner has been 
withheld. 

DETROIT.—The Peninsular Milled Screw Co., 1090 
Lafayette boulevard, is taking bids for a plant addi- 
tion, 60 » 238 feet. 

DETROIT.—The Michigan Motor Specialty Co., 26 
Dubois street, has awarded a contract for alterations 
and improvements estimated to cost $10,000. 

DETROIT.—The Marx Brass Works, Meldrum ave- 
nue, has awarded a contract for an addition, 25 x 62 
feet, estimated to cost $10,000. 

FLINT, MICH.—The Buick Motor Co. will erect 
a machine shop to cost $50,000. 

HIGHLAND PARK, MICH.—The Maxwell Motor 
Co., 1170 Oakland avenue, is building an addition, 
78 x 140 feet, estimated to cost $51,000. 

PONTIAC, MICH.—The Wilson Foundry & Machine 
Co. has started emwavation work on its proposed addi- 
tion, 100 x 800 feet. 

SAGINAW, MICH.—The Central Foundry Co. is 
rushing to completion work on its new plant. 

SAGINAW, MICH.—The addition to the Malleable 
Iron Co.’s plant is nearing completion. This consists 
of a new foundry unit, which when completed will 
double the plant’s capacity. 

ST. JOSEPH, MICH.—The Fay-Kultgen Foundry 
Co. will enlarge its plant. 

ANDREWS, IND.-——The Andrews Water Co. plans to 
install a waterworks system. 

EAST CHICAGO, IND.—The Indiana Electric Serv- 
ice Co., capitalized at $10,000, has been chartered 
te manufacture electrical goods by Phillip N. Sendack, 
John Sendack and Samuel Samuels. 

GARY, IND.—The electrical department of the 
Gary Screw & Bolt Works recently was damaged by 
fire. The less is estimated at $100,000. 

GARY, IND.—The Gary Motor Truck Co. is making 
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When you figure on big reductions with a train 


of spur. gears be sure to take into consideration 


the wastage of space and power. Herringbone 
Gears make direct reductions as high as 20 to |, 
thereby saving space and power losses. 

This type of gear has many other advantages: 
The action is continuous and smooth; there is 
no shock of transference from tooth to tooth; 
the teeth do not wear out of shape; the bending 
action of the load on the teeth is less than with 
straight gearing; “‘back-lash” is entirely absent; 


friction and mechanical losses are reduced to a 
minimum; herringbone gears can be used at 
greater velocities than any other kind. 
Herringbone Gears are hobbed from the solid 
by means of special machinery to get precision 
heretofore not attained in gear cutting. They 
are far more efficient than belts, ropes, worm 
gears or compound trains of spur gears. They 
are particularly quiet in action and cause prac- 
tically no vibration—two big advantages which 
are lacking in spur gears. 


Our descriptive booklet contains much valuable information 
concerning gears and gearing problems. Send for it today. 


The Falk Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Denver— Denver Engi 
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alterations to its plant. Frank Dawson is general 
manager. 

GREENBURG, IND.—The American Axle Mfg. Co., 
capitalized at $30,000, has been chartered to manu- 
facture axles by Frank Hamilton, W. 8. Reed and 
William Smiley. 

HAMMOND, IND.—The Betz Motor Co., capital- 
ized at $25,000, has been chartered to manu- 
facture automobile trucks, by TT. Herman Betz, 
Irving K. Betz and Frank 8. Betz. 

INDIANAPOLIS.—The Pioneer Brass Works will 
erect a brass foundry and machine shop. J. H. 
Brinkmeyer, 418 South Pennsylvania street, is presi- 
dent. 

KOKOMO, IND.—The Haynes Stellite Co, J. 
C. Patton, manager, is having plans prepared for 
two additions, each 60 x 180 feet. 

KOKOMO, IND.—The Liberty Wire Nail Machinery 
Co., capitalized at $100,000, has been chartered to 
manufacture nailmaking machines, by Charles G. 
Weger, William M. Ormsby and Charles EB. Little. 

LAFAYETTE, IND.—The Master Trucks of In- 
diana, capitalized at $20,000, has been chartered 
to manufacture trucks and truck parts, by Louis F. 
Bowser and Burt J. Kaull. 

MARION, IND.—The Marion Foundry Corp., capi- 
talized at $30,000, has been chartered to manu- 
facture foundry products and will build a plant. 
Ora KE. Butz is ‘president. 

RICHMOND, IND.—The A. I. M. Mfg. Co., capi- 
talized at $200,000, has been chartered to manu- 
facture spark plugs and other devices, by George 
E. Seldell, Samuel EB. Kitchen and John M. Lentz. 

RICHMOND, IND.—The W. N. Johnson Automobile 
Sheet Metal Works has been incorporated with $150,- 
000 capital, to manufacture sheet metal parts, by 
William N. Johnson, Aline J. Hollarn and Edward F. 
Hollarn. 

SULLIVAN, IND.—The Mutual Truck Co. is taking 
bids for a factory, 1-story, 100 x 200 feet. 

CINCINNATI.—The Southern Ohio Iron Works Co. 
plans a plant addition at an estimated cost of 
$25,000, 

CINCINNATI.—A_ local brokerage syndicate has 
underwritten an issue of $250,000 preferred stock of 
the Alvey Ferguson Co., manufacturer of conveying 
machinery. The company will use the proceeds for 
expansion. 

(LEVELAND.—-The City Machine & Mfg. Co. has 
been incorporated with $100,000 capital to succeed 
the City Machine Co., 5321 St. Clair avenue. The 
incorporators are F, W. Green, Cyrus Locher, H.° 8. 
Sobul and Robert R. Abbey. 

CLEVELAND.—The Standard Car Wheel Co., 6704 
Bessemer avenue, recently increased its capital from 
$175,000 to $275,000, and according to W. J. Hill, 
purchasing agent, plans to make improvements to the 
plant, ineluding the installation of an additional 
cupola. 

CLEVELAND.—Plans are being drawn by the 
George S, Rider Co., Century building, for the con- 
struction of a warehouse for the J. M. & L. A. 


COLUMBUS, 0.-——The Joseph Schonthal Iron Co., 
817 Ingleside avenue, will build a machine shop 
shortly. 

DAYTON, 0.-——Plans are on file for a 1-story 


FINDLAY, 0.—John L. Alexander, formerly of the 
Grant Motor Car Co., plans to establish a plant here 
for the manufacture of machine parts and supplies. 

FINDLAY, 0.—The Faultless Anchor & Mfg. Co. 
according to a report, will establish a plant at Cen- 
terburg, 0. 


IRONTON, ©0.—-It is reported the Kings Powder 
Co., Kings Mills, 0., plans to establish a plant near 
Russell, 0. 
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Light Co. is expected to begin a $75,000 substation 
shortly. A $50,000 freight house also will be built. 
SANDUSKY,. 0.—A recent Ohio incorporation is 
that of the Sandusky Packless Valve Co., which 
has been capitalized at $50,000. The incorporators 
are R. T. Bradbeer and A. K. Nier. 

SANDUSKY, 0.—Contractors have started on a 
new plant for the Michigan Ohio Nu-Fuel Co. The 
mein building will be two stories, 60 x 75 feet. 
The plant will be equipped with four sets of kilns. 

UNIONVILLE, 0.—The R. L. Cuthbertson Co., 
Youngstown, ©., has awarded a contract for the 
erection of a steam power plant, estimated to cost 
$20,000. 

WARREN, 0.—A report current here is to the 
effect that the local plant of the General Electric 
Co. is to be moved to Buffalo. 

YOUNGSTOWN, 0.-—The Youngstown Foundry & 
Machine Co. plans to erect a new plant at Girard, 
0.. but has deferred construction until the manage- 
ment thinks conditions are more favorable. 

BELLEVILLE, ILL.—The Remmert Mfg. Co., capi- 
talized at $250,000, has been chartered to manufac- 
ture machinery and washing devices by Emil Coil 
and William Remmert. 

BLOOMINGTON, ILL.—The Illinois Tractor Co., 
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J. G. Sinclair, chief engineer, will build a 1-story 
plant and power house 40 x 100 feet. 

CHAMPAIGN, ILL.—The Forged Products Co. re- 
cently purchased the plant of the Bonner Drop Forge 
Co, and will utilize it for the manufacture of ham- 
mered tools. 

CHICAGO.—The Krasberg Engineering & Mfg. Co., 
R. Krasberg, president, 412 Orleans street, is taking 
bids for a plant estimated to cost $300,000. 

CHICAGO.—The Precision Metal Workers, care of 
Davidson & Weiss, 53 West Jackson boulevard, have 
let a contract for a plant estimated to cost $85,000. 

CHICAGO.—G. Lidseen, 224 North Des Plaines 
street, has awarded a contract for a machine shop 
addition, 1-story, 23 x 49 feet, estimated to cost 
$30,000. 

CHICAGO.—The R. G. Read Co. recently was in- 
corporated with $50,000 capital to manufacture min- 
ing machinery. The incorporators are R. G. and 
M. C. Read, Willmette, IL; W. J. Read, Elkins, 
W. Va.; A. M. Dickey and A. Neher. 


CHICAGO.—The Chicago Gear Mfg. Co, C. A. 
Weber, president, 1330 West Jackson boulevard, is 
taking bids for a plant and boiler house, estimated 
to cost $30,000. The building will be 1-story, 147 
x 174 feet. 


ee ee 
' Throughout the West : 


BENSON, MINN.—The city plans an addition to 
the mumicipal electric light plant to cost about 
$30,000. Theodore H. Lee is superintendent. 

DULUTH.—The Duluth Corrguated & Roofing Co. 
will take bids soon on a plant estimated to cost 
$40,000. 

DULUTH.—The Sheet Metal Products Co. has been 
incorporated with $50,000 capital, by Oscar Mitchell, 
A. C. Gillette, H. A. Carmichael, Janet Macaulay 
and Agnes Carmody. 

HIBBING, MINN.—This city plans a municipal 
power plant, 100 x 150 feet. Bids have been 
taken. 

MINNEAPOLIS.—The Modern Pattern Shop, 3241 
Thirtieth avenue, is taking bids for a pattern shop. 

MORA, MINN.—This city plans a pump house 
equipped with modern machinery and sketches are 
now being made. 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IO0WA.—The Iowa Radiator Co. 
has had plans drawn for a plant addition, estimated 
to cost about $25,000. 

CLINTON, IOWA.—The De Pue Bros. Mfg. Co. is 
building a factory and power plant, 90 x 260 feet. 

DECORAH, I0WA.—This city plans a municipal 
lighting plant. 

WATERLOO, IOWA.—The Schiotz Tool Gear & 
Machine Works recently was incorporated with 
$15,000 capital, by Otto Schiotz, C. L. Schiotz and 
others. 

KANSAS CITY, MO.—The Wesley hospital plans 
an addition to its boiler house. 

ST. JOSEPH, M0O.—This city is considering the 
erection of an addition to its electric light plant. 

ST. JOSEPH, MO.—The St. Joseph Street Railway, 
Light, Heat & Power Co. will improve its power plant 
by the installation of new equipment. 

ST. LOUIS.—The Schulte Belting Co. contemplates 
the erection of a power plant. 

ST. LOUIS.—The University of Missouri plans an 
addition to its machine shop at an estimated cost 
of $25,000. A. R. Hill is president. 

ST. LOUIS.—The Monarch Metal Weather Strip 
Co., 4121 Forest Park boulevard, plans a plant 
at an estimated cost of $90,000. 

ST. LOUIS.—The automobile plant of the St. 
Louis Car Co, has been leased by the Traffic Motor 


Truck Co. The plant will be improved for the 
manufacture of automobile trucks. 

BEAUMONT, TEX.—A _ recent Texas incorporation 
is that of the Service Foundry Co., which is capi- 
talized at $10,000. The incorporators are Thomas 
Grigsby, T. H. Mabry and C. D. Mabry. 


HOUSTON, TEX.—The Southern Motor Mfg. as- 
sociation, Beatty building, plans a plant to manu- 
facture automobile trucks and tractors, at a cost of 
$50,000. J. E. Blevins is president. 


RANGER, TEX.—The Texas Tool & Supply Co. 
has been incorporated with $150,000 capital, by Wil- 
liam Little, R. J. Garner and G. 0. Wright. 


ALTUS, OKLA.—The Altus Machine & Boiler 


He plans to enlarge the erection of a foundry and 
other departments, 

LAWTON, OKLA.—The Drillers Machine Shop, capi- 
tal $15,000, recently incorporated, is in the market 
for machinery and equipment for repairing all kinds 
of machinery, etc. 

TAHLEQUAH, OKLA.—The city is planning to 
build an electric light and power plant at an esti- 
mated cost of $65,000. 

BEATRICE, NEBR.—The Beatrice Power Co. will 
begin construction soon of a hydroelectric power 


MADISON, 8. DAK.—An election will be held 
soon on the issuing of $125,000 in bonds to build 
an electric light plant. 

CHEHALIS, WASH.—Harry Alldis will erect a new 
building which will double the capacity of his foundry. 
A pattern shop will also be erected. 

KELSO, WASH.—The Peters Garage & Machine 
Works has been incorporated with $25,000 capital, 
by C. A. Peters and others. 

SEATTLE.—This city plans to extend its light 
and power system. 

SEATTLE.—The Ames Shipbuilding Co. is planning 
the construction of a 12,000-ton drydock. 
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DRY DOCK 
CAPSTANS 









Adopted by the 
United States Navy 


‘The W-S-M capstans as developed for general dry dock 
use have been adopted by the United States Navy for the 
Navy Yard Dry Docks at Norfolk, Va., and Philadelphia 


and by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the Dry 
Dock at South Boston. 


Our Bulletin No. A 14 gives full data concerning this 


capstan. 


THE WELLMAN-SEAVER-MorGAN Co. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO, U.S.A. 
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New Trade Publications 


ELECTRIC DRILLS.—The Independent Pneumatic 
Tool Co., Chicago, recently issued a 4-page leaflet 
in which electric drills are described and illustrated. 
These drills can be operated on either alternating or 
direct current and are convenient as they can be 
connected to a lamp socket. 


SPANISH CATALOG. — The Cutler-Hammer Mfg. 
Co., Milwaukee, recently published the 1919 edition 
of its wiring device catalog in Spanish. It lists and 
describes the majority of devices described in the 
English edition of the catalog. This catalog is in- 
tended for distribution to the Central and South 
American trade, 


DRAWING TABLES.—A 32-page catalog contain- 
ing descriptions and illustrations of drafting room 
furniture, is being distributed by the Economy Draw- 
ing Table & Mfg. Co., Adrian, Mich. Various types 


issued by the Newton Machine Tool Works, Inc., 


CIRCUIT BREAKERS.—An interesting has 
been issued by the Roller-Smith Co., New York, de- 


is in plain view and can easily be reset. The book- 
let gives specifications and other data. 


METAL WORKING MACHINES:—An illustrated 
catalog of 46 pages describing and illustrating metal 
sawing machines, saw sharpeners and filing machines, 
has been issued by the Cochrane-Bly Co., Rochester, 
N. Y. The booklet is divided into three sections, 
each devoted to the description of one of the fore- 
going machines. Some very interesting data are given 
as well as sizes and specifications. 


BELT FASTENERS:—A 4-page illustrated bulletin 
recently was issued by the Crescent Belt Fastener 
Co., New York, in which patented steel belt fast- 
eners or plates are described. These plates are 
placed over the ends of the belt and fastened with 


seribing direct-current voltmeters and ammeters has 


pump for the continuous purification of oil used in 
the turbine, gear bearings and on the gear teéth. 
The catalog is well illustrated. 


ELECTRIC FURNACES.—A well illustrated 16-page 
catalog containing a treatise on the use of an 
electric furnace in a steel foundry is being circulated 
by the Pittsburgh Furnace Co., Pittsburgh. The 
treatise is by W. E. Moore, of W. E. Moore & Co., 
engineers, Pittsburgh. The booklet contains data on 
the use of crucibles, converters and electric furnaces 
in steel foundry practice. Many excellent illustra- 
tions, among them being several diagrams of electric 
steel foundry layouts, are given. 


MACHINE TOOL BEARINGS:—Bulletin No. 420 
has been issued by the Hyatt Boller Bearing Cz, 
New York. It describes and illustrates the use of 
roller bearings with machine tools. Line drawings of 
machine tools which can be equipped with these 
bearings are given and include drilling machines, 
lathes, planers, milling machines and grinders. The 
booklet contains a table showing journal hardness 
factors and load capacities as well as various other 
specifications for bearings. 


WELDING AND CUTTING APPARATUS.—The Air 
Reduction Co., New York, has prepared two interest- 
ing pamphlets outlining special jobs on which weld- 
ing and cutting apparatus was used. In the first ie 
described a worn switch frog which was built up by 
welding. The cost analysis in this case shows a 
direct expense of less than $10 for the repair. The 
second leaflet illustrates the welding with patterns 
of a locomotive cylinder which was badly damaged in 
a collision on the Lake Erie & Western railroad. 


ADJUSTABLE WRENCH.—The Riflaw Wrench & 
Tool Co.; Pittsbiirgh, recently issued a leaflet de- 
scribing an adjustable wrench that can be used for 
a number of purposes. It is said that this tool 
eliminates the inconvenience of carrying a large as- 
sortment of wrenches and that it is adaptable to all 
kinds of nuts. It is provided with a right and left 
hand rachet and the jaw unit can be set at eight 
different angles from the handle to grip nuts in con- 
fined places. 


SHOVELS.—The Wyoming Shovel Works, Wyoming, 
Pa., has issued its fifth catalog describing its product. 
It covers some 30 varieties of shovels for different 
classes of work and outlines points in design which 
have an influence in the economy of handling mate- 
rials. Special features of construction are analyzed 
and instructions are offered for the preparation of 
specifications for types of shovels which are not 
listed in the catalog, or may be designed for a 
particular purpose. 


WATER FILTERS.—The Griscom Russell Co., New 
York, has issued its bulletin No. 609 describing a 





They can be locked over the socket and in this 
way loss from theft as well as 
vented. 


BELT-MAKING.—The Graton & Knight Mfg. Co., 
Worcester, Mass., is distributing an illustrated cata- 
log in two colors showing the different processes of 
belt-making, from the receiving of the hide to the 
finished belt. This catalog consists of 124 pages 
and cover, besides a special 3-page insert of the 
company’s plant. Deseriptions of the Graton & 
Knight Mfg. Co.’s products are given, and they are 
augmented by numerous illustrations. The booklet 
also embodies mechanical rules, tables and other in- 
formation which should prove of value in assisting 
with belt and other transmission problems. 


SAWS:—An attractive and well illustrated catalog 
is being distributed by the Pittsburgh Saw & Mfg. 
Co., Pittsburgh, in which metal cutting saws made 
by the company are described and illustrated in de- 
tail. Circular milling saws, high-speed milling saws, 
tube saws, metal slitting saws, friction disks, cir- 
cular knives, pipe cutters, tooth saws, milling cut- 
ters and various other types of metal cutting equip- 
ment are described. The booklet contains valuable 
data concerning the treatment of metal saws, etc., 
and sizes and Specifications are given in lists opposite 
each illustration. 


PLANT MODELS.—A 16-page bulletin issued by 
the Steere Engineering Co., Detroit, discusses the 
methods followed by the company in analyzing the 
requirements and needs of its clients. The company, 
which is a builder of industrial plants as well as a 
gas engineer, before starting on the construction of 
a project, builds a miniature plant model from the 
ideas and suggestions of its client even before any 
drawing is started. The booklet contains a number 
of illustrations showing model gas producer plants 
and other industrial buildings, several of which have 
been erected recently. 


PNEUMATIC TOOLS.—A 4-page illustrated leaflet 
has been issued by the Independent Pneumatic Tool 
Co., Chicago, in which pneumatic tools manufactured 
by this company are described and illustrated. Among 
the tools described are drills, ranging from ,,-incb 
drilling capacity to 2%-inch drilling capacity; com- 
pound piston air drills; stay-bolt machines; turbine 
air drills; reversible wood-boring machines; chipping, 
calking and flue beading hammers; riveting hammers, 
both light and heavy; chipping and scaling hammers: 
portable air grinders and a pneumatic hoist. The last 
page of the circular is devoted to specifications, etc. 


OXYACETYLENE WELDING:—A short course in 
the practice of oxyacetylene welding has been pre- 
pared by Alfred A. Kinsey, professor of shop prac- 
tice at the Stevens institute of technology. This 
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